ALTERNATIVE ACTIVITIES

By Babongile Zulu

There are mixed reactions from community members when asked about projects and       initiatives in the community that help children stay away from taverns and ultimately, away from crime.

Three primary school children, Nandi Titi, Nwabisa Pini and Anelisa Mbonda, did not show much enthusiasm when asked this question. 

“There’s nothing really to do, we usually go the library in town in the weekends, and we play netball at school,” says Nwabisa. Anelisa added that she also likes to go dancing sometimes. 

The older children echoed the same sentiments of the absence of activities to get involved in. 

Grade eleven learners    Sandisiwe Stofile and her friend, Nolusindiso Mnamana both say that there is absolutely nothing to do. They explained that they just sit at home after school and on weekends.

A mother from Zolani, Linda Nontyi, says her own 17-year-old son gets back from school, eats, and goes off to watch television at a friend’s house. “There are no projects, and there’s nothing to do, even on weekends.”

After much “there’s nothing to do”, we eventually found a happening spot where music was pumping and bodies were jiving. 

When we enquired about this, we found out that  it was a dance group that meets every Monday to Thursday, in the back room of a tavern as something to do after school lets out.

Sinethemba Solani, a grade eleven learner who initiated the group two years ago, explains what the group does. 

“We are called Sakulutsha Dance Group. We dance mainly local styles such as Pantsula and traditional dancing.” 

The name of their group means ‘building the youth’. 

“I would really encourage other kids to come and join us. This takes us away from crime and doing drugs. We just sit around after school and this is the best way to keep ourselves busy” says Solani excitedly. 

The group uses a back room from Dinangwe’s Tavern. With more community initiatives, these children may create a safer future for themselves.  

