When the tavern door closes...
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Walking about Xolani and Zolani, two very peaceful neighbourhoods, one will come across a few cash stores and many vegetable gardens but not a single tavern in sight. Tantyi and Hlalani however, are marked by loud music, children dancing in their yards, boys sitting on street corners and the random drunkard roaming the streets. A common feature of Tantyi and Hlalani are the prevalence of taverns. On our first visit to Tantyi we spotted three taverns on one street and after conversing with some of the tavern owners and parents living nearby, we drew a link between the prevalence of taverns in the area and the high crime rates.

All the taverns we visited had burglar bars fitted by the counter to “protect us behind the counter when people get drunk and rowdy” said Nonyaniso Nakupha, cashier at Dinangwe’s Place in Hlalani. Owner of Xalabile tavern in Tantyi, Phindile Xalabile employs three security guards over weekends to ensure his patrons’ safety, two at the gate to search customers and one inside. “I don’t allow knives and guns inside my tavern. If they don’t like it then they are not allowed in, this is only a safety measure on my behalf”. Another security guard is stationed inside the tavern to control rowdiness. Push’s tavern also in Tantyi is on a busy road where taxis pass through all the time making it easier for her customers to go home said owner, Phumla Fulani.

“There is a very big crime problem here in the township. The biggest problem I think, is one of alcohol abuse” said Sam Jonas a Zolani resident. Walking home from a tavern at two-o-clock in the morning can be very risky. Lunga Mdyogola, a regular at Tsalanang tavern confirmed this saying that people often end up in fights and get stabbed or robbed on their way home. “Inside the tavern it is safe, because there are bouncers but when you leave you are alone” said Mdyogola with regards to the safety in taverns. 

According to Jonas, the muggings, housebreakings and fighting take place over weekends and once taverns have closed as the drunkards walk home “they start to get out of hand, just the other night, a group of guys beat up this boy for no real reason”. He explained that although inside the tavern you are safe, “it is when you leave; you don’t know what is going on there outside- other drunk people may attack you or you go home to find things missing”. “It is not safe anywhere” said Sisanda Mdayi, a regular at Xalabile tavern “and I only go home at about 2 or 3am but always in a group”.

A number of community members expressed their fear of drunkards and to some extent, blamed the crime rate on the number of taverns in their area. Residents of Xolani and Zolani claimed that drunkards from Tantyi and Hlalani are the perpetrators of crime in their areas. And while tavern owners are doing their little bit to ensure patrons’ safety, it is up to the community themselves to control crime in their areas.

