Young peophe in thess commwnities are frequent tavern goers, Many
residents believe that this is because thene i little else for them to da,
Many children sit ai home after school and watch television. Only a
few gt Imvolved in activities within thelr communities,

The Amaphiko Tovnship Dancers project was started by lanet
Bucklsnd in 1993, |t continues to engage childsen in the township,
wsang dance &5 8 means of raluing awarensss around Hoess such as
worman and child abuse, HVIADS, crime and drug abuse.

When askid about these initiaves to keep childien away from tverms
and ulthmatedy, fram crlme, there are usually mixed reactions fom
community members. Mary belleve thene are oo few to mally make
a difference, Some school students have taken matters into thelr own
hands and have started thelr ovwn dance groups which meet aiter
Lrheoand.

These dance groups practice mainly local and traditional dances.
Sinethemba Solani & a grade eléven leamar who began the veell
kngiamn Sakulutsha Dance Group group two years ago. Solani befiewes
that the group takes children away from crime and doing drugs, asi
gives them something else io do with thelr time.

Know the Law
Know your Rights

in these areas children may pass as many as frve tavemns on thelr way
to school. Protect your children and yourself by knowing your rights
about the places where alcohol is condumied and stand wp for your
rights when ks are broken.

The fallowing information s included (n the Eastesn Cape Liguor Act
{Act 1004 3003):

1. Trading hours:  Monday - Thursday: 11200 - 24:00

Friday — Satunday: 10500 - 02400
Sunday/Public holidays: 11:00 = 2200

IF you se taverns Tthat ane selling liguor past these times, do not

hesitate o phone the police.

& Taverns or shebeens may not interfene or threaten the other public
buildings in the arga.

1 Tavernd ane not allowed to be choser than 500 meters to a church or
@ scheol

&, Tawerm owmiesrs st cran this property on whilch the tavemn s bulls
must and live on the property.

& The area where the Byeor is sold miust be separate from the anmea
where the owners lise,

6. Thene muasl be separaie access 1o the tawern or shabeen,

& The playing of music should take place in business hours. Music
whould not disturb neighbouring houses.

B. There must be more than one entrance and exit b0 The bilkding bn
case of a fire,

9. Mo off-salés (selling adoohall will be allowed without a licence.
Fik I the tavemn sells food the premises must be chaan and hygiensc.
B oo ol wosur surndnding s

Kron your neighbours.
Protect your children fram harm.

Community Taverns
Then and Now s




Historically, taverns wene sockal spaces where people met to dance,
drink and to talk about Bsees of the day. During apartheid non-
inthites wene bannad from public places so they came together in jazz
clubs and dance halls a3 a form of peotet against the restraints on
thsir livess,

Iy thiese clubs begends like Kortbey and Dolly Rathebe were barmn,
Taverns were also places where political beaders such as Steve Biko
aruid wiriters such as Can Themba came together o disouss national

[LETT L

It wias moit just in South Alvica that haedships drove people together.
During the Depression of the 15305 such tayems were called
“Spcakoasies, because they allosed people to speak freely without
reserve, pbout their thoughits and probéemo

X

People from all walks of life, young and old, o to taverns 1o diink beer
and dance to the jukeles. In the iRind areas of Zolani, Xoland, Hialanl
and Tanty, tnrerns: are comtentious spaces diue to the amownt of crime
that coowns around them, They ane no konger places whene struggling
communithes can find solace and solutions to their daily problema.

Sever tavern owners dispute the claim thal taverns attract crime.
Some view themselves as family businesses and allow taxis to operate
outside their establishments, offering Uifts to peopde alter a night owt,
Howaewer tuch taverns nemain in the minodity.

Dyunken brvads are nat the only concems shaned by favem customerns
and surrounding residents, Tavern customens are frequently robbed
while walking home at night, espedally Il they ane drunk and more
wulnerabile tham usual.

Some residents believe that the tavern cwners ane to b blame, for
serving alchol to people who ane alneady dinunie, In tum tavern owners,
whi purchase their ock from SAR, ane wider pressung 1o sell all thik
stock in order 1o alford their next conshkgrment. For many, owning such
an establishment |5 the anly form of employment available to tham in
these poor communitles.

Tanveamdd cvineers also use thelr right of admission when troublemakers
entef their establishrments, Different communities are perceived 1o be
mone vislent than others and non locals are fregusntly edcluded. Asa
result, the fear of oime means some people ane excluded from these
places of oommanity,

Ekhaya: It's our home

"Bl It's cur home, 1S a civic jourmalisen initlative that [mwesbgates
the kssue of crirme bn the IRhInl Grahamstown areas of Zolank, Xoland
Tantyl and Hialanl and the impact that tavenns have on crime and
the general socal fabric in these aread.

Ekhaya” also alms fo increase peoples awarensess of their rights as
& Commasndty. Believing that a community Is foremost a ‘home® i
hopses 1o reinforce the community members' sense of ownership of
thaeir community.

The initlative explores the history of tavems in pre and pest
Apartheld Souwth Afrlca. it touches on recent trends in local aloohol
consumption in taverns; in particulae the connection between
teeind and incrested criime in and around the estsblishments

‘Ekhaya’ iries 1o uncoves measons for the increase in oime and
alcohol consum prion from the commamity itself. It also asks the
community 1o suggest possible solutions 1o address these isued.

Moreover the irdtiative acknowledpes that these ssess form part
of a beoader so<lal context, in which there ame many contributing
factons besides poverty, H secks to paint a balanced picture of the
Hswes prevalent in these communities and of the communities
themsehes,




