
Crime statistics released by the South African 

Police Service last month

tend to indicate 

that Grahamstown has contributed to the overall decrease in th e incidence of crime in

the province since last year. The SAPS report, a record of crime 

according to
 both category and area from March 2008 to April 2009,with comparisons from previous years, 

does however present an interesting case in so far as petty theft and robbery is concerned. 

The sta
tis

tic
s s

eem to reveal that crime in the area, as reported by the Grahamstown Police Precinct, has in general been 

m
arginally reduced with incidences of residential- and property-related crime, however, remaining relatively high. 

Occurre
nces of ro

bbery with aggravating circumstances,

for e
xample, have increased from 144 last year to 186 this year. Stock theft has also increased from 59 to 94 occurrences.

Breaking Barricades, brought to you by The Rhodes  

The rate of common robbery, on the other hand, has decreased from 179 to 150. Burglary at residential premises have decreased as well with 

breaks-i
ns th

is year numbering 917 as opposed to 976 at the end of April last year.

Des
pite

 th
is r

elativ
e drop in

 break-ins in residential suburbs, Grahamstown is one of the highest contributors to the incidence of residential burglaries in 

th

e province, ri
valle

d only by th
e areas of Kabega Park and Walmer in Port Elizabeth.Particularly worrying is the fact that, while the number of robberies 

ha
s d

ec
re

ase
d, th

e in
cidences of th

ese robberies being heavily aggravated to a point that it becomes viewed as a serious crime has increased from two 

oc
cu

rre
nc

es
 to

 26
 in

 th
e past 

year. G
lobally, South Africa is ranked fourth in the highest incidence of robbery per capita and while the Eastern Cape doesn’t 

fe
at

ur
e p

ro
m

in
en

tly
 as

 a province in
 th

e fre
quency of robbery, Grahamstown represents a hot-spot in the country when it comes to this speci�c category of 

cr
im

e. 
Th

e s
ta

tis
tic

s r
elease

d by th
e SAPS are by no means a true re�ection of crime in Grahamstown or the country for that matter, with many incidences  such

as
 th

ef
t a

nd
 p

et
ty

 cr
im

e n
ot r

eporte
d to

 th
e police or not re

corded correctly. The statistics do however point to the frequency of speci�c crimes in the area and might be

us
ef

ul in
 exp

lai
nin

g how re
sid

ents 

in th
e area are a�ected by the psyche of crime.

W
or

k w
ith

 th
e S

APS a
s w

ell a
s t

he existi
ng community forum by letting them know that you would like to set up a neighbourhood watch for your immediate area.

What do you do if you are a victim of crime & have nowhere to go

Th
es

e a
gen

cie
s a

re
 cr

itic
al to

 a neighbourhood group’s credibility and are the source of necessary information and training.

    
 H

ol
d 

re
gu

lar
 m

eetin
gs t

o help re
sid

ents get to
 know each other and to decide upon necessary and appropriate programmes, strategies and activities.

   
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

     
  M

ake use of th
e internet and email in getting information to fellow residents regarding the neighbourhood.

Co
ns

id
er

 li
nk

in
g 

w
ith

 a
 la

rg
er

 ex
ist

in
g org

anisa
tio

n, su
ch as the community forum. They may be able to provide an existing infrastructure you can use on a sm

aller scale.

   T
ra

ns
la

te
 c

rim
e 

pr
ev

en
tio

n m
at

er
ial

s i
nto

 di�erent la
nguages spoken within the community. If necessary, have a translator at meetings.

Sp
on

so
r a

 c
rim

e 
pr

ev
en

tio
n 

in
iti

at
ive

 at
 a 

public
 place of gathering to raise awareness about the subject and recruit members to support  the cause.

G
at

he
r t

he
 fa

ct
s a

bo
ut

 c
rim

e 
in

 yo
ur

 n
eig

hborh

ood. C
heck police reports, conduct victimisation surveys, and learn residents’ perceptions about crim

es. 

O
ft

en
, r

es
id

en
ts

’ o
pi

ni
on

s 
ar

e 
no

t s
up

po
rte

d 
by f

ac
ts,

 and accurate information can reduce the fear of crime. 

Ph
ys

ic
al

 c
on

di
tio

ns
 li

ke
 a

ba
nd

on
ed

 c
ar

s o
r o

ve
rg

ro

wn vacant lots contribute to crime. Sponsor cleanups, encourage residents to 

not
 vi

gi
la

nt
es

 a
nd

 sh
ou

ld
 n

ot
 a

ss
um

e 
th

e 
ro

le
 o

f t
he

 p
ol

ice

. Their duty is to ask neighbors to be alert, observant, 

an
d 

ca
rin

g—
an

d 
to

 re
po

rt
 su

sp
ici

ou
s a

ct
iv

ity
 o

r c
rim

es immediately to the police.

more articles visit our blog or website 
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 Seedat. For 

be
au

tif
y 

th
e 

ar
ea

, a
nd

 a
sk

 th
em

 to
 tu

rn
 o

n 
ou

td
oo

r li
ghts a

t night.

W
or

k 
w

ith
 sm

al
l b

us
in

es
se

s t
o 

�n
d 

ou
t i

f t
he

y h
av

e posit
ions 

av
ai

la
bl

e 
an

d 
re

la
y 

th
is

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

to
 a

ny
 w

ho
 m

ight b
e

in
te

re
st

ed
, c

le
an

 u
p 

lit
te

re
d 

st
re

et
s, 

re
po

rt 
br

oke
n st

reetlig
hts

an
d 

cr
ea

te
 jo

bs
 fo

r y
ou

ng
 p

eo
pl

e.

 

St
ar

t a
 b

lo
ck

 p
ar

en
t p

ro
gr

am
 to

 h
el

p 

ch
ild

re
n 

co
pe

 w
ith

 e
m

er
ge

nc
ie

s w
hi

le

walk
in

g 
to

 a
nd

 fr
om

 sc
ho

ol
 o

r p
la

yi
ng

 in
 th

e

ar
ea

. E
m

ph
as

ise
 th

at
 

neig
hb

ou
rh

oo
d 

gr
ou

ps
 a

re
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