
CAN YOU IMAGINE A WORLD WITHOUT GLASS? TEL: 046 622 8700  
KEVIN 082 772 0400

TEL: 046 622 2950
TIM 082 800 9276

PRE-OWNED

GRAHAMSTOWN    046 622 3914 SALES:     JOHAN 082 566 1046       BRYNMOR 083 502 6706      STEVEN  078 113 3497      

2018 Hyundai Creta 1.6D Exec Auto    R389,900
2017 Hyundai Tucson 2.0 Premium Auto   R329,900
2017 Hyundai i10 1.1 Motion Manual    R129,900
2016 Hyundai Tucson 2.0 Prem Manual   R295,900
2016 Hyundai Accent Hatch 1.6 Fluid    R195,900
2014 Hyundai H100 2.6D Bakkie    R165,900
2014 Hyundai ix35 2.0 Elite Auto    R239,900
2014 Hyundai ix35 2.0 Premium Manual   R229,900

VACANCY 
Receptionist

We are looking for a vibrant and 
energetic Receptionist to join our team at 
Lens Auto Hyundai. Please send through 

CV’s to repairs@lensauto.co.za

15 February 2019 • Vol. 149 Issue: 06

SAVING WATER IS URGENT
1. Buy products that do not need a lot of water to use, or that do not need a lot of 
water to produce.
2. Save shower and bath water in a bucket for use elsewhere. Shower shorter and 
less often.
3. Use aerators on taps to reduce the amount of water being used while maintain-
ing the pressure.
4. Discuss water usage within your home, and set household water goals. Check 
that everyone in your household is adhering to water targets. Make water saving a 
game for kids.
5. Install a dual flush system on your toilets. Tips from http://www.h2ohero.co.za

Your newspaper, FREE OF CHARGE

We Service and Repair all 
makes & models of vehicles

RMI Accredited 

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

    ANNETTE   082 267 7755    repairs@lensauto.co.za

The Mary Waters Secondary School students responsible for bringing the rainwater tank to their school, along with representatives from Enke Make Your Mark and Ikamva Youth, stand next to the newly 
installed rainwater tank in the middle of the school quad. See story on Page 9. Photo: Stephen Kisbey-Green

WATER HEROES
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EmErgEncy 
numbErs

• Ambulance  10177
• Aids Helpline  0800 012322
• AA Rescue  0800 111997
• Medical Rescue  0800 033007
• GHT Child Welfare  046 636 1355
• Electricity  046 603 6036
  A/H   046 603 6000
• Eskom   086 014 00014
• Fire Brigade  046 622 4444
• Ght Police Station 046 603 9152
• Hi-Tec   046 636 1660
• Raphael Centre  046 622 8831
• SPCA   064 820 8496
• Traffic Services  046 603 6067
• Water   046 603 6136
• Hospice   046 622 9661
• Settlers Hospital 046 602 5000
• Day Hospital  046 622 3033
• Fort England  046 602 2300
• Legal Aid SA  046 622 9350
• Locksmith (Sean Butterworth)
  082 556 9975 or
  046 622 4592
• Guardmed  073 065 6660
 

WE OFFER
• 24hr Monitoring
• Alarm Installations
• Services and repairs to all 
  makes of alarm systems
• Armed Response
• Guards
• Access control (gate 
   automation, intercoms and 
   cameras)
• Electric Fencing
• Cash in Transit

Securing Kenton on Sea/
Bushman's River/Cannon Rocks/

Boknes Areas

For advice or a free quote 
contact André Wille

Tel: 046 636 1667

Securing 
the city for over                                          

25 years

RESPONSES IN 
GRAHAMSTOWN
31/01/2019 – 06/02/2019
House Break-ins -  4

TIPS TO AVOID BEING 
A VICTIM OF CASH 
ROBBERIES FOR 
INDIVIDUALS
• Carry as little cash as 
possible.
• Consider the convenience 
of paying your accounts 
electronically (consult your 
bank to find out about 
other available options).
• Consider making use 
of cell phone banking or 
internet transfers or ATMs 
to do your banking.

DRIVEN BY PEOPLE
POWERED BY TECHNOLOGY

SAFETY 
TIPS 
FROM
ANDRE
WILLE

FRIDAY	15	FEBRUARY
Partly cloudy. Moderate SW wind.
Temperature: Min 19°C      Max 36°C 
Tides:	 low tides   11:44   23:53
 high tides   05:42  17:47
 
SATURDAY
Cloudy. Light SE wind.
Temperature: Min 19°C      Max 23°C 
Tides:						low tide      12:15
                 high tides   06:11   18:16

SUNDAY
Thunderstorms. Light ESE wind.
Temperature: Min 18°C      Max 25°C 
Tides:						low tides     00:20   12:48
                 high tides   06:42   18:48

MONDAY
Thunderstorms. Light southerly wind.
Temperature: Min 16°C      Max 19°C 
Tides:								low tides     00:50   13:26
                   high tides   07:18   19:25

TUESDAY
Rain. Light SE wind.
Temperature: Min 16°C      Max 22°C 
Tides:								low tides     01:26   14:15
                   high tides   08:04   20:15

WEDNESDAY
Partly cloudy. Light southerly wind.
Temperature: Min 13°C      Max 25°C
Tides:								low tides     02:14   15:30
                   high tides   09:10   21:36

THURSDAY
Partly cloudy. Light ESE wind.
Temperature: Min 16°C      Max 29°C
Tides:								low tides     03:42   17:25
                   high tides   10:47   23:42

FRIDAY
Partly cloudy. Light northerly wind.
Temperature: Min 20°C      Max 32°C
Tides:								low tides     05:57   19:01
                   high tide    12:25

Temperatures and tides were correct 
at the time of going to press

WEATHER AND 
TIDES

046	603	6300WEATHER	&	TIDES

Makana Mayor Mzukisi Mpahlwa listens to the grievances of protesters outside the City Hall on Wednesday 13 February. While most expressed anger at the 
prolonged water outage, leaders also said they were calling for the Makana Council to be dissolved. Photo: Sue Maclennan

High	court	action	for	Muni	
STAFF REPORTER

A	group describing themselves as 
Concerned Citizen representa-
tives of the Makana isiXhosa, 

Afrikaans and English speaking com-
munities, Richard Alexander, Ron 
Weissenberg, Ayanda Kota and Gla-
dys Mpepo last Friday announced 
that a High Court Application would 
be initiated this month for the full 
dissolution of the Makana Council.

In a media release, they said, “Af-
ter years of discussions, protests and 
actions, 22170 people representing 

the Makana community delivered a 
petition to the Eastern Cape Provin-
cial Executive. 

They requested the dissolution of 
Council in terms of Section 139 (1) 
(c)   of the SA Constitution.  This 
would mean the appointment of a 
temporary Administrator for Makana 
and new municipal elections to be 
held within three months.

“The Makana community needs 
council representatives who are 
highly skilled, experienced, hard-
working and able to take the difficult 

steps necessary to save Makana from 
the dysfunctional cesspit of corrup-
tion it has become. The community 
demands a council which can cre-
ate a healthy, clean environment to 
attract job creation, businesses and 
skilled people.”

The group said the EC Premier, 
MEC and Sarah Baartman ANC re-
gional executive committee (REC) 
had ignored the petition and “contin-
ue to treat our people with contempt 
and disrespect”.

“Accordingly, we announce that a 

High Court Application will be initiat-
ed this month for the full dissolution 
of the Makana Council… Makana 
needs a majority of highly qualified, 
skilled and competent Councillors 
to ensure the Municipality is profes-
sionally and transparently operated. 
We need guarantees that all money is 
wisely spent and not used for patron-
age, corruption, ghost workers and 
nepotism.  Makana needs Council-
lors who are directly accountable to 
the community, not held hostage by a 
political party,” the group said.

R50K bail for rhino poaching accused
By SUE MACLENNAN
A Makhanda (Grahamstown) para-
medic facing rhino-poaching charges 
was granted bail of R50 000 under 
stringent conditions in the Magis-
trate’s Court on Friday 8 February. 
His five co-accused, who are all for-
eign nationals, remain in custody.

The men were arrested on 30 De-
cember in possession of two rhino 
horns. Microchips in the horns linked 
them to a black rhino in the Great 
Fish River reserve whose carcass was 
found there the next day. On Thurs-
day 7 February, in their fourth ap-
pearance, the men began their bail 
application. It continued the next 
day.

Counsel for the local man is Declan 
Williamson from Wheeldon, Rush-
mere and Cole. Charles Stamper, 
from Legal Aid, is representing the 
other four accused, who are from 
Mozambique.

Through a Tsonga translator, 
Coetzee queried inconsistencies be-
tween the second accused’s account 
of events, and evidence that would 
be brought to court in the trial. Cell-
phone records and items seized by 
the police would be among the evi-
dence used to argue the men’s link to 
the vehicles, two rhino horns found 
in one of them and a rhino-poaching 
incident in the Great Fish River Re-
serve, Coetzee said.

The men were arrested in a road-
block in Ventersburg, 150km north of 
Bloemfontein, on the morning of 30 
December 2018.

Williamson presented Magistrate 
Ntsoki Moni with strong arguments in 
favour of bail for the local man, who 
is the first accused. The man would 
be pleading not guilty, Williams said. 
His family and business commit-
ments meant that four school-going 
children, an adult child in a tertiary 
institution and an elderly mother, 
along with his wife were dependent 
on him as the primary breadwinner. 
The income of two employees in a 
business he owned would also be 
threatened. In addition, being absent 

without leave from work would have 
serious consequences with his em-
ployer. All these commitments, Wil-
liamson argued, were an indication 
of stability.

Bail was set for him at R50 000. 
He is required to report at the Gra-
hamstown Police Station twice a day. 
The provisional date in the Regional 
Court is 1 March. This is when the 
trial date will be set.

Grocott’s Mail won’t identify the 
men before they plead.

 
Note: Grocott’s Mail previously 

referred to Declan Williamson as Basil 
Williams. This is incorrect and the 

reporter apologises.
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Grahamstown

www.pickpay.co.za  Customer Care 0800 11 22 55. Toll free landline only. Cellphone rates apply

Pick n Pay endeavours to meet the demand for these promotional items, but stocks are limited. Some stores may not stock some of these products. Please check 
availability. We strive to ensure all printed information is correct, but will not be liable for any print errors that may occur. Advertised prices are inclusive of VAT 
where applicable. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Smart Shopper terms and conditions apply. Certain products are excluded from the Smart Shopper 
Programme, please see instore or go online for more details.

Prices valid 15 - 17 FEBRUARY  2019  
AT PICK N PAY GRAHAMSTOWN

Frozen Chicken 
Leg Quarters

R29.99
Per Kg

Hylton Briquettes 
4kg

R39.99
Each

White Star Maize 
Meal 10kg

R59.99

Twizza Assorted 
2Lt 

R9.99

Coastal View Full 
Cream UHT Milk 6x1Lt

Each

Each Per Pack

Golden Cloud Cake 
Wheat Flour 

R79.99
Each

R57.99

We are celebrating 20 years.
Welcome to all the 
Rhodes students.

Please contact our office 
for specials.

Empty	tanks	burden	for	schools
By KATHRYN CLEARY

It was a grey and misty Mon-
day in Makhanda (Graham-
stown) as clouds teased with 

the promise of rain, but learn-
ers in Makhanda’s government 
schools were left high and dry. 
For some schools, Monday 
marked their sixth day without 
water, and although schools 
are equipped with rainwater 
tanks, prolonged water short-
ages have lead to empty tanks. 
Grocott’s Mail visited township 
schools including Makana Pri-
mary, where 472 learners were 
sent home early as a result of 
no water.

Nomsa Zono, Makana Pri-
mary’s Head of Department 
said that the water crisis start-
ed last week Wednesday. “It 
was too hot,” she said. “Kids 
were looking for water and 
there was no water to drink.” 
By the end of the week, ab-
lution facilities at the school 
were unusable due to clogged 
toilets and poor sanitation.

“The toilets are full as we 
speak. We can’t use them,” said 
Zono.

Lungiswa Mvula, member of 
the school’s management team 
(SMT), said that letters had 
been sent to parents to inform 
them of the conditions. “We 
ask the parents that [learners] 
must relieve themselves before 

they come to school,” she said.
Sanitation is not the school’s 

only concern, but also cooking 
meals. Without clean water, 
food cannot be served to the 
children. “Unfortunately be-
cause our students are coming 
from a poverty stricken area 
they need food at school,” 
said Mvula. “We couldn’t say 
that we weren’t going to have 
school because they need that 
food.”

Mvula told Grocott’s Mail 
during the interview that 
learners were currently wait-
ing for lunch, and after eating 
would be excused to go home 
for the day. The interview took 
place before midday.

Both Mvula and Zono ex-
pressed concern about the risk 
in sending learners home, par-
ticularly because parents were 
at work and few children had 
anyone else at home to care 
for them. However, keeping 
learners at the school with 
poor sanitary conditions was 
an equal risk.

Grocott’s Mail reported on 
these same concerns in mid 
January, when Principal of NV 
Cewu Primary School Anele 
Ndyolashe said that with “no 
one to receive them at home, 
[learners] are vulnerable to 
abuse”.

“It’s beyond our scope of un-

derstanding,” said Zono. “And 
we fully understand that when 
nature calls, nature calls.”

On 1 February 2019, the 
Department of Water and 
Sanitation, (DWS) released 
water from the Fish River 
scheme to the Glen Melville 
dam whose water level was 
low and the incoming supply 
from the Fish River agitated 
the sediment resulting in high 
turbidity level measured at 
1000 NTU.

No water could be treated 
at the James Kleynhans Water 
Treatment Works as the plant 
is not designed to handle such 
high turbidity. The incoming 
turbidity is normally at 80 
NTU which is already too high 
for the plant.

On 7 February 2019, the 
raw water turbidity when 
tested was beyond the turbid-
ity meter calibration. 

Since 6 February 2019, the 
treatment process could not 
remove the turbidity to ac-
ceptable levels and hence the 
clear water pumps had to be 
shut down. This meant that 
no water could be delivered 
to the Makhanda East com-
munity.

Although municipal water 
trucks had been distributing 
water throughout the commu-
nity since Saturday 9 February, 

no communication was made 
with residents as to when and 
where the trucks would be sta-
tioned. Residents took to wait-
ing in queues for up to eight 
hours at the Fairview Spring, 
while others waited on the 
streets, hoping for a truck. 

Zono said after phoning the 
municipality that morning she 
was told the truck would come 
to the school by 10am. How-
ever, by 11.30am no truck had 
arrived.

By midday Grocott’s Mail 
reporters found a municipal 
truck at Nombulelo Secondary 
School just a few blocks away. 
Makana said they had two mu-
nicipal water trucks, and the 
schools whose tanks were not 
filled today would be filled to-
morrow.

Zono called for the com-
munity to sponsor tanks for 
flushing toilets. “We can devise 
other strategies for cooking,” 
she said.

Another government school 
just down the road from Ma-
kana Primary faces the same 
issues, but has more than twice 
as many learners. 

CM Vellem Primary School 
has more 1 000 learners, but 
empty rainwater tanks. A 
teacher who requested to re-
main anonymous said they had 
been sending learners home 

We couldn’t say that we weren’t 
going to have school because they 

need that food

early since last week.
The school also struggled 

with sanitation, but could not 
deny their learners the right 
to relieve themselves. The 
school’s bathroom facilities 
were full of toilet paper and 
waste, but learners continued 
to use them.

Should Makhanda’s water 
crisis continue, more schools 
like Makana Primary and CM 
Vellem will be forced to send 
learners home as a result of 
poor sanitation, quickly turn-
ing the water shortage into an 
education crisis.

Community members are 

requested to assist in any way 
possible.

Since Monday, the munici-
pal water at Makana Primary 
has been on and off. Principal 
Nkhosi Williams confirmed 
that water came out of the 
taps on Wednesday 13 Febru-
ary, however,  the water was 
muddy and could only be used 
for flushing toilets.

Williams could not confirm 
if Gift of the Givers had distrib-
uted water to the school, add-
ing that the closest distribution 
point was Noluthando Hall.

Grocott’s Mail will continue 
to report.
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The Diocesan School for Girls and St Andrew’s College in  
Grahamstown, Eastern Cape, invite applications for the position of:

To commence: March 2019 or as soon as possible thereafter
The successful applicant:
• Will have a sound understanding of the production process and 

theatre techniques.
• Must have the mechanical skills to maintain light fittings, loudspeakers, 

stands and cables as well as to carry out simple rigging.
• Must be au fait with current theatre sound, lighting, AV and staging 

equipment and best practices.
• Will have the ability to work in a team, communicate well and manage 

the demands and expectations of a number of people.
• Will demonstrate flexibility, creativity and improvisation skills as well 

as attention to detail   
A more detailed job description is available on the DSG website  

at www.dsgschool.com 
Applications, including a detailed CV and names and contact details of 

two referees, should reach Ms Angie Southey by 22 February 2019
at PO Box 194, Grahamstown, 6140. 

E-mail: a.southey@dsgschool.com | Tel: 046 603 4300

 www.sacschool.com | www.dsgschool.com

All applications will be treated in strict confidence. The schools reserve the 
right not to proceed with the filling of the post. An application in itself does not  

entitle the applicant to an interview. 

SOUND AND LIGHTING TECHNICIAN

 
 
 
Victoria Primary School  
invites applications for a 

Foundation Phase Teacher   
This is a SGB post  

commencing in April 2019 for a  
Grade 3 teaching post. 

The successful applicant MUST HAVE 
appropriate professional qualifica-

tions, SACE registration and be  
prepared to partake in the full extra-

curricular program of the school 
which includes coaching sport. 

 
All interested candidates are invited to 

submit a CV together with three  
contactable references to: 

The Principal, Victoria Primary School, 
Beaufort Street, Grahamstown  
Email:  admin@vps.ecape.school.za 
Closing date:   22 February 2019 
Should you not have received  correspondence 
by 26 February your application will not have 
been successful. 

 
 
 
Victoria Primary School  
invites applications for an 

Intersen Phase Teacher. 
This is a SGB post commencing in 
April 2019 for a Grade Four post. 

The successful applicant MUST HAVE 
appropriate professional qualifica-

tions, SACE registration and be  
prepared to partake in the full extra-

curricular program of the school 
which includes coaching sport. 

 
All interested candidates are invited to 

submit a CV together with three  
contactable references to: 

The Principal, Victoria Primary School, 
Beaufort Street, Grahamstown  
Email:  admin@vps.ecape.school.za 
Closing date:    22 February 2019 
 
Should you not have received  correspondence 
by 26 February your application will not have 
been successful. 

‘We’re behind the Rhodes rugby team!’
There wasn’t a lot to say when we asked locals if they would be supporting Rhodes University in the 
upcoming matches of the Varsity Shield rugby competition: it was a resounding “Yes!” Local match dates 
are 4 March vs WSU, 18 March CPUT and a televised match against UFH in Buffalo City on 21 February. 
Lindani Donyeli was out making sure the national series was on residents’ radar.

MALUNGISA ONCEYA 
UNEMPLOYED 

Yes.

KARABO JANUARY 
STUDENT 

Yes.

BAVUYISE TAMSANQA 
STUDENT 

Yes of course: it is sport - 
and there is not enough 
sport in Grahamstown.

SIHLE MBEKENI 
STUDENT 

Yes.

RICHARD ALEXANDER 
UNEMPLOYED 

Yes. 

Nombulelo	partnership	boost
STAFF REPORTER

Fifteen pupils from Nombulelo Secondary 
School were introduced to the St Andrew’s 
College Academy on Friday 25 January. The 

Academy has been established to support the pu-
pils and empower them academically.

St Andrew’s College Headmaster Alan Thomp-
son, welcoming the pupils and staff involved in 
the Academy, said its main focus was to enrich 
the academic results of those involved in the pro-
gramme.

St Andrew’s College Community Engagement 
Officer, Ncumisa Mzaza, said, “Our vision is to es-
tablish a world class academic training environ-
ment in partnership with schools in Grahamstown 
East, which is sustainable and which will have a 
significant influence on Grahamstown’s English, 
Mathematics and Science matriculation results as 
well as University entrance acceptance numbers.”

The St Andrew’s College Academy has been 
made possible through generous support from Lib-
erty and The HM Pitje Foundation, the school said.

Boys from St Andrew’s College and Nombulelo Secondary School are seen here with Nicci Hayes, Nombulelo 
Secondary School Principal (front, centre)), Alan Thompson, St Andrew’s College Headmaster (third from right) and 
Ncumisa Mzaza, Community Engagement Officer at St Andrew’s College (second from right). Photo: Supplied

Gadra’s literacy train rolls in
STAFF REPORTER
Gadra Education has opened 
a second site of its ‘Whistle 
Stop School’ at Tantyi Primary 
School in Makhanda (Graham-
stown). At the official opening 
event last week, the surround-
ing community poured into the 
school premises to show their 
support and appreciation for 
the initiative. The event was 
graced by many prominent 
members of the education 
community in Makhanda, in-
cluding Ken Ngcoza and Mar-
gie Keeton.

The Whistle Stop School 
(WSS) is a unique, specialised 
school that focuses on improv-
ing the literacy skills of learn-
ers from Grade R to Grade 4. 
The intervention is intended to 
assist learners to become flu-
ent, competent readers, ena-
bling them to build the com-
prehension skills necessary to 
fully engage in the curriculum 
as they move up in the inter-
mediate and senior phases of 
their schooling. It involves dai-
ly teaching of literacy of learn-
ers in small groups. This teach-
ing is delivered by outstanding 
specialist teachers. WSS is car-
ried out in partnership with 
select public primary schools.

The first WSS site was 
opened at the beginning of 

2017 at St Mary’s, with Tantyi 
now becoming the second site.
The WSS Principal, Kelly Long 
opened the celebratory event 
last week by welcoming every-
one in attendance – grandpar-
ents, parents, teachers, learn-
ers and community members. 
The acting Principal of Tantyi 
Primary, Luleka Vabaza intro-
duced WSS to those in attend-
ance by highlighting the im-
portance of partnership. She 
explained how strong partner-
ships between Tantyi teachers 

(especially Mandisa Peter and 
Xoliswa Mzizi) and Gadra Edu-
cation lay at the root of the se-
lection of Tantyi as the second 
WSS site. She thanked Gadra 
for its decision in this regard 
and explained the educational 
benefits that the Tantyi learn-
ers will enjoy as a result.

The Manager of Gadra Edu-
cation, Ashley Westaway, ex-
plained that his organisation 
is committed to supporting 
public schooling in Makhanda. 
He acknowledged that the 

recently released Makhanda 
2018 matric results were the 
best ever, but explained that 
in order for the city to pro-
duce higher numbers of good 
quality passes as well as lower 
rates of drop-out from school, 
it is necessary for the stand-
ard of primary education to 
rise. Specifically, he highlight-
ed literacy and numeracy as 
two of the most fundamental 
competencies that learners 
should acquire in the founda-
tion phase of school and hone 
in the intermediate phase. He 
explained that WSS is one of 
Gadra’s flagship literacy pro-
grammes. Westaway expressed 
hope that it would play a role 
in the restoration of Tantyi as a 
leading public primary school 
in Makhanda.

After the formalities, Kelly 
Long invited all guests and at-
tendees to visit the newly reno-
vated WSS classrooms and to 
meet the teachers. The three 
WSS teachers at Tantyi include 
Justine Bussiahn, Neo Tsokudu 
and Nqobile Msomi. The com-
munity members expressed 
their satisfaction and appre-
ciation of the wonderful edu-
cational spaces and resources 
that have been created and 
made available to the children 
of Tantyi.

A group of excited young students look eager to take part in the 
programme at the Whistle Stop School set up by GADRA in Tantyi 
Public Primary School. Photo: Supplied

Like us on facebook
https://www.facebook.

com/grocotts/
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25A WORCESTER STREET 
GRAHAMSTOWN 6139

 · PRIVATE BAG 1019 
GRAHAMSTOWN 6140

TEL: 046 622 7042

Tender No. 2/2019

Provision of Valuation Services: Heritage Assets

Proposals are invited from suitably qualified and experienced 
service providers to value the Heritage Assets of the National 
English Literary Museum acquired during the 2018/19 Financial 
year. 

Bid documents are available from Mrs Patricia Peterson email: 
p.peterson@nelm.org.za 
phone: 046 6227042 during office hours.
Enquiries may be directed to Mr Charl Malan at email: 
c.malan@nelm.org.za, phone: 046 6227042.

Tenders must be placed in the NELM Tender Box at 25A 
Worcester Street, Grahamstown and tenders close at 12:00 on 
15 March 2019.

College	student	strike	continues

Protesting student burn rubbish outside the gate of the Eastcape Midlands College’s Makhanda (Grahamstown) campus on Friday 8 
February 2019. Photo: Sue Maclennan

By SUE MACLENNAN

Eastcape Midlands Col-
lege’s Student Support 
Services officer No-

monde Magxaka and SRC 
President Siya Majali visited 
the Makhanda (Grahams-
town) campus Thursday 14 
February, a week after stu-
dents at the local campus be-
gan protests over a range of 
grievances.

The students’ demands, as 
listed in a document dated 4 
February, include registration 
anomalies, a lack of transport 
for late classes, queries about 
NSFAS funding, the status of 
the SRC, alleged shortages 
of textbooks, lecturers, toi-
lets, toilet paper, computers 
and internet. They demanded 
that management meet them 
to hear their grievances and 
protests continued through 
Friday and the following Mon-
day.

On Friday, they stopped 
bakkies with trailers full of 
rubbish collected by Makana 
Revive and individual resi-
dents during an ongoing strike 
by municipal union SAMWU, 
to throw on to a pile of burn-
ing material at the gate.

Around midday on Tuesday 
12 February, police removed 
students who were meeting 
inside the College. “Papers 
were thrown around and fire 
alarms and panic buttons were 
triggered,” Police spokesper-
son Captain Mali Govender 
said. With the gates locked, 
the students burned tyres in 
the road before proceeding 
to the City Hall to request the 
mayor’s intervention. This fol-
lowed a meeting facilitated by 
the mayor, Mzukisi Mpahlwa, 
the previous afternoon and at-
tended by the protesting stu-

dents, and management from 
the local campus.

Among the resolutions 
reached at Monday’s meeting 
were that management as-
sisted by students would look 
for suitable accommodation 
in town; the college would 
engage taxi drivers to provide 
a service after late classes; 
wifi would be made available 
soon and management would 
address the shortage of text-
books.

The college confirmed that 
toilets were due to be reno-
vated and the Principal had 
expressed surprise that they 
run out of toilet paper, saying 
this was delivered to the cam-
pus weekly.

An allegation of bribery for 
admission would be investi-
gated, as would allegations of 
sexual misconduct against a 
staff member.

In addressing allegations 
that student leadership had 
been appointed rather than 
elected, the parties had agreed 
that the Electoral Commission 
would be asked to come and 
run the elections for a student 
representative council.

On Tuesday they arrived 
at the City Hall while a press 
conference was under way in-
side for the arrival of Gift of 
the Givers. 

The charity came to 
Makhanda with six truckloads 
to distribute in areas that had 
been without water for more 
than a week. Water was given 
to the EMC students and local 
residents who were in Church 
Square at the time.

The protesters said they 
wanted to meet with College 
management, who eventually 
arrived around 6pm, accord-
ing to Sasco convener Sabelo 

Madlala, who is a member of 
an interim student representa-
tive structure.

“We went home because 
we had been waiting for them 
since 8am and we were tired 
and hungry,” Madlala said. 
Madlala, speaking to Grocott’s 
Mail early Thursday after-
noon, said Magxaka and Ma-
jali were inside the College 
and they were outside.

In a statement issued on 
Wednesday, the College said it 
was committed to actively en-
gage with protesting students 
to resolve matters as soon as 
possible.

“The events of the past 

week raise deep concerns and 
the College unequivocally re-
iterate our condemnation of 
acts of violence and intimi-
dation,” spokesperson Elmari 
van der Merwe said.

“On Tuesday 12 February 
2019, the EMC SRC com-
menced visits to all campuses, 
providing feedback to stu-
dents in the form of speakers’ 
notes.  

“The document contained 
the resolutions taken at the 
EMC stakeholders’ meeting 
which was held on Thurs-
day 7 February and at a Top 
Management meeting held on 
Friday 8 February,” Van der 

Merwe said.
“Answers were provided on 

various items raised by stu-
dents which led to the student 
demonstrations during the 
week 4-7 February.  Members 
of EMC EXCO set time apart 
to travel to Grahamstown to 
meet the students with the 
SRC members.  Unfortunately, 
the Grahamstown students re-
fused to meet with the EXCO 
and SRC members.”

Grocott’s Mail has not been 
able to establish from EMC 
how the College has been af-
fected by the National Health 
and Allied Workers Union’s  
TVET (technical and vocation-

al education and training) and 
CET (community) colleges 
strike that began on Wednes-
day.

Asked earlier this week 
whether EMC would be af-
fected, Regional Secretary of 
the union’s Max Madlingozi 
Region, KK Kaleka, told Gro-
cott’s Mail, “All TVET colleges 
in the Eastern Cape will be on 
strike.”

There are 50 colleges across 
South Africa with more than 
264 campuses, and more than 
700 000 students according to 
http://www.tvetcolleges.co.za. 
Eight colleges are in the East-
ern Cape.

STAFF REPORTER
High levels of debt and de-
fault risk have left Eskom in 
dire straits as the power utility 
battles to meet demand. The 
embattled parastatal is facing 
a R420 billion debt burden 
and the Department of Pub-
lic Enterprises (DPE) says the 
State-owned entity (SOE) will 
cease to exist at the current tra-
jectory by April this year. The 
department, led by Minister 
Pravin Gordhan, on Wednesday 
briefed the Portfolio Committee 
on Public Enterprises on the is-
sues emanating from the State 
of the Nation Address (SONA), 

progress in addressing audit 
findings of the Auditor-General 
on the department and SOEs 
for the 2017/18 financial year. 
Appearing before the commit-
tee, Eskom said it is technically 
insolvent.

At the SONA on 7 February, 
President Cyril Ramaphosa 
had announced a bold move 
to salvage the company, which 
would see Eskom be broken 
up into three divisions: Gen-
eration, Transmission and Dis-
tribution -- all under Eskom 
Holdings, while at the same 
time, remaining the property 
of the State.

The increase of employees 
and costs came under scrutiny 
after the power utility said 
employee costs increased sig-
nificantly, driven by employee 
benefits. In its report, Eskom 
said the number of employees 
increased from 32 000 in 2007 
to 48 000 in 2018, with associ-
ated costs growing from R9.5 
billion for R29.5 billion.
High cost of Medupi and 
Kusile
Eskom’s Build Programme has 
added to the cost overruns 
and poor performance at the 
power utility. Medupi and Ku-
sile have suffered massive de-

lays and cost overruns due to 
poor planning, poor engineer-
ing designs, poor procurement 
practices and corruption. The 
costs for the plants have es-
calated significantly to over 
R300 billion. In his SONA 
debate, the Minister had at-

tributed the non-performance 
of these two plants to the bad 
designs. In order to urgently 
address the operational prob-
lems at Eskom, chief amongst 
which is generation, Gordhan 
and Eskom chairman Jabu 
Mabuza, have called on ENEL, 

one of the world’s leading en-
ergy suppliers, to provide the 
power utility with external 
technical assistance.

ENEL will send two or three 
coal power station engineers to 
South Africa shortly. - SAnews.
gov.za

Eskom’s debt could sink it by April, warns Gordhan



UNozipho Ruth Plaatjie, 
uzalwa nguDuncan Nominah 
Sinxo. 

Wazalelwa eDikeni 
kwilali yaseNjwaxa ngomhla 
wama21 November 1943. 
Bazalwa bebahlanu bebonke 
engowesine yena, besekusele 
yena yedwa.

Ngo1955 waza kuhlala 
eRhini eneminyaka eyi11, 
kuDadobawo wakhe uNobaka 
Harriet Sinxo Twaku.   Imfundo 
yamabanga aphantsi uyenze 
eNjwaxa, waze wagqithela 
eTshetshi, eyiFikizolo Lower 
Primary, wenyukela eAndrew 
Moyakhe Higher Primary 
School. Amabanga aphezulu 
uwenzele eNathaniel Nyaluza 
waphumelela uForm 5, waze 
wadlula wenza iDiploma 
kwiCommunity Development 
eMelika, neDiploma kwiLocal 

Development (SALGA, 
LGSETA, trained analyst 
Gender Education and training 
eZimbabwe Women’s Centre)

Uzimanye ngeqhina 
lomtshato noDumilo 
George Plaatjie, uMthunzi 
ongasekhoyo ngo1971. 
Balizwe ngabantwana 
abahlanu. Abafana abathathu 
kubo, uBonile, uBuyile 
noKhayalethu abalilandulelayo 
eli, uNominenkulu kunye 

noMlamli.
Uphangele eSt Peters 

koNongendi, eKroneko, 
kwaNobomvu onguMakana 
Brick ngoku.

Uye wabalasela kakhulu 
kumzabalazo elwela 
amalungelo abantu kumbutho 
weANC kangangethuba 
leminyaka engapha kwe 30 
years, apho ebenomama 
uNontsikekelo Tsewu, 
Nozipho Mpahlwa, 
oomama Nomgredezo 
nabanye. Waphuma engena 
entolongweni eshiya 
iintsana zakhe kumyeni 
nakubamelwane.

Ekuphumeni kwakhe 
uzibandakanye nophuhliso 
lwabafazi,  baqala Ikhwezi 
Project yomthungo, 
wazibandakanya neqela 
leDetainees. Wayekhona xa 

kwakusungulwa iCosatu.
Waba nguCeba weAfrican 

National Congress nge 
1 November 1995 – 18 
March 2006. Uzijule ijacu 
ngokusebenzela kwiTraining 
yePhondo yaseMonti yoCeba, 
apho waye wawongwa khona.  
Ubengomnye wabasunguli 
beGrahamstown Women’s 
Organisation. Ngo2011 
wazimanya neCOPE

Ebandleni lakhe eTopiya 
udlale indima enkulu, ushiya 
enguSihlalo womanyano 
lomama bomthandazo.

Usutywe kukufa ngomhla 
we5 February 2019.  Uza 
kubekwa kwikhaya lokugqibela 
ngomhla we16 February 2019. 
Phumla ngoxolo MamZangwa, 
Mlanjana, Ncuthu Sohobese 
Nkume. Funda ngokubanzi ku: 
http://bit.ly/MamPlat
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LETTERS	to the Editor and COLUMNS

February has been a month of heroes.
The extraordinary arrival in our town of the Gift of the 

Givers with thousands of bottles of water was welcome, and 
while it was suggested that bringing rainwater tanks would 
have been a longer term solution, even 10 litres of drinkable 
water makes a difference to a family that’s had dry taps for 
a week. The good news is that the teams will be returning to 
Makhanda (Grahamstown) with more water over the next 
few days and it’s possible the project of siting and sinking 
boreholes may start as early as next week. They brought 
hope and help in a dire time, and gave freely.

But the heroes we want to acknowledge are the local 
individuals, institutions and organisations who collected 
and delivered water. Rotary, Round Table, local public 
and private schools, churches and families reached out to 
schools that were having to send children home early, or 
close altogether because of no water.

The city’s emergency services have worked flat-out – es-
corting the Gift of the Givers during their distribution of wa-
ter to residents, managing the queues, and taking on some 
of the deliveries themselves. Grocott’s Mail followed police 
vans that loaded up water to deliver it to the Eluxolweni 
Child and Youth Care Centre, the McKaiser Old Age Home 
and other vulnerable communities. 

One of the small but significant acts were families doing 
laundry for others whose children needed to go to school 
this Monday after a week of no washing.

The community can be particularly proud of the young 
women who have taken it upon themselves to help their 
school in this time of crisis. Principal Faith Coetzee was 
especially taken aback by the great humility and leadership 
that the girls showed by giving back to the school some-
thing that learners can use for years after they have gone.

The Gadra Whistlestop Schools initiative of Gadra Educa-
tion (story on Page 4) will leave a legacy of learners better 
equipped to tackle the academic challenges of the school 
career ahead of them. Gadra and its partners are play-
ing a heroic role in turning the tide for children attending 
public schools in our town, and they deserve all the support 
they get. Support this weekend’s auction at Kowie Brake & 
Clutch of photographs whose proceeds will go to the organi-
sation (details in What’s On,Page 11).

We pay tribute to the memory of Nozipho Plaatjie, who 
did all her schooling in Grahamstown and went on to fight 
for human rights as an ANC activist for decades, before 
joining Cope in 2011. It was in the election debates of 2016 
that the Grocott‘s Mail team met this feisty hero. Rest in 
peace, Mama Plaatjie.

Next Thursday, 21 February, is International Mother 
Tongue Day and Puku Story Festival is back, hosted by 
NELM, from 21-23 February. Grocott’s Mail will publish 
more details online in the next few days, as well as the 
weekend’s programme in next Friday’s print edition.

* This week’s editorial was written by Sue Maclennan and 
Stephen Kisbey-Green.

Heroes bring 
hope

Incoming management team at Somerset Place retirement home, Bill and Judy Harvey, with Ben and Norma Bezuidenhout, who are 
retiring after 18 years in charge. Since the early 90s, Ben has been core to developing the complex into a thriving community. Together 
with an active committee, he has raised R400 000 for the Somerset Care Society through his extraordinary long-distance running 
exploits, as wells as shows and concerts. Photo: Sue Maclennan

Support kept Nombulelo going during water outage
On behalf of the community of Nombulelo, I would like to 
publicly express our thanks to the municipality, our ward 
councillor, Mr Moya, the Speaker and to Rhodes University 
for the support we received during this terrible water outage. 
With over 900 learners our reserves soon ran out, and we are 

so grateful for the deliveries of water that enabled the school to 
keep going over this difficult time. 
 
Nicci Hayes, Principal

Manage water efficiently until plant expands
I visited James Kleynhans Water Treatment Works (JKWTW) on 
Monday, 11 February, to see for myself the degree of turbidity 
in the water that was preventing the provision of water to the 
eastern areas of the city. My timing was fortuitous in that it 
coincided with a visit by Grocott’s Mail and Mayor Mpahlwa.
The existing plant is antiquated and the sludge draw-off system 
from the Settling Tanks is clearly inefficient. 

The demonstration of sediment settling by a gentleman 
at the GRA meeting on the evening of 11 February, while 
entertaining, has no relevance to the conditions at JKWTW. 
Flocculation Jar Tests are used for comparative assessment of 
efficiency of different flocculants and varying settling rates in a 
laboratory environment to assist with the operation of a water 
treatment plant. They do not replicate the actual conditions 
experienced at the works.

The Plant Foreman at JKWTW is certainly committed to run-
ning the plant as best as possible and appears passionate about 
wanting to deliver water efficiently. However the necessity to 
provide more water than the plant is capable of, at the same 

time trying to maintain acceptable standards of quality, puts 
pressure on the operation as routine downtime for cleaning 
and maintenance is compromised. The treatment of the water 
should be varied according to the quality of the raw water. 
When turbidity is exceptionally high the flocculant dosing 
should be increased and flow reduced. Due to the water de-
mand, the foreman does not have the privilege to do this. Some 
improvement may be possible by using alternative flocculants 
when raw water turbidity increases and by optimising sludge 
draw-off frequencies. The foreman was aware of these factors 
and is trying to address them.

The bottom line is that a constant delivery of acceptable 
water from JKWTW is limited until the plant extensions are 
completed. The plant should not be run beyond its capacity as 
this leads to poor quality. It is therefore essential that the avail-
able water is managed as efficiently as possible and the plant 
extensions are accelerated. 
 
Peter Sturrock (MSc Civil Engineering: Water Treatment)

Thank you for compassionate rural area coverage
I would like to congratulate the Grocotts editorial team 
(particularly Kathryn Cleary) for the latest two editions of the 
paper in which you provide a detailed focus on the problems of 
Seven Fountains, Salem, and Alicedale. Besides providing use-
ful information (including excellent colour photographs) these 
editions are both informative and compassionate. It is very sad 

to read about the crises which these once-thriving rural centres 
are suffering from critical water shortages and neglect. Gra-
hamstown is privileged to have such a wonderful newspaper of 
such an excellent standard. Keep up the good work! 
 
Irene de Moor

Amagqabantshintshi ngobomi uka 
Nozipho Ruth Sinxo-Plaatjie
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SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK

The Makana Municipality is preparing a Spatial Development Framework for the municipal 
area, including Makhanda, Alicedale, Riebeek East and the rural areas.

Public meetings will take place as follows:
• Alicedale  20 February 2019 at 5pm at Alicedale Community Hall
• Makhanda  21 February 2019 at 5pm at City Hall
• Riebeek East  26 February 2019 at 5pm at Riebeek East Community Hall

The objective of the meetings is to present the Makana Spatial Analysis and discuss a Spatial 
Vision for the Municipality.

Please Contact Gemma Meaton on 046 637 0424 or gpogodin@makana.gov.za for more 
information.

All interested and affected parties are welcome to attend.

UMGAQO WOLAWULO LOPHUHLISO

Ibhunga likaMasipala Makana lilungiselela umgaqo wolawulo lophuhliso lwezindawo zi-
landelayo, kulommandla wo Masipala I-Makana ikwaquka iidophu iMakhanda, Alicedale, 
Riebeeck East namaphandle esi sixeko. 

Iintlanganiso zoluntu ziyakubanjelwa kwezindawo zilandelayo: 
• Alicedale  20 February 2019 ngo 5pm e Alicedale Community Hall
• Makhanda  21 February 2019 ngo 5pm e City Hall
• Riebeek East  25 February 2019 ngo 5pm e Riebeek East Community Hall
 
Injongo  yezintlanganso  yeyokuba kuthiwe thaca  iMakana Spatial analysis kuxoxwe nange 
Spatial vision sika Masipala 

Unganxulumana no Gemma Meaton kulenombolo 046 6370424 malunga nolwazi oluthe 
vetshe.

Wonke umntu onomdla nochaphazelekayo wamnkelekile ukuba angeza.

New	Mayor	meets	testy	residents
By STEVEN LANG

The new mayor of Makana 
municipality, Mzukisi 
Mpahlwa, made it clear 

that local officials and munici-
pal unions are among the most 
serious obstacles he faces in try-
ing to address service delivery 
problems in the area. While he 
stopped short of accusing mu-
nicipal employees and council-
lors of sabotage, his new Chief 
Financial Officer (CFO), Gerard 
Goliath, said that this possibility 
was being investigated.

Makana residents congratu-
lated Mpahlwa for having the 
courage to address them at a 
Grahamstown Residents’ Asso-
ciation (GRA) meeting on Mon-
day evening. 

He guessed correctly that the 
hundred-plus people who wait-
ed for him at Prime, on New 
Street, would be angry about 
going into their third week of 
municipal strikes and multiple 
load-shedding events.

The Mayor’s address entitled 
‘The Challenges facing the Mu-
nicipality’ left no doubt that he 
had hit the ground running in 
his efforts to alleviate the water 
shortage in the area. Since be-
ing appointed in December last 
year, he already had meetings 
with the Minister of Water Af-
fairs, Gugile Nkwinti, to brief 
him about the gravity of the 
situation in this area and to ur-
gently request funds to procure 
equipment and infrastructure.

Mpahlwa told residents that 
the minister had allocated sub-
stantial amounts of money, in-

cluding R22 million from the 
national Drought Relief Fund, 
towards easing Makana’s water 
problems, but that the benefits 
of these projects would only be 
noticed in stages.

Residents applauded the 
Mayor several times especially 
on promises to clean-up the 
administration of Makana, but 
perhaps his biggest applause 
came when he commented on 
the garbage and litter lying 
around town, “This city is very, 
very filthy.”

He said the unions and their 
‘silent strike’ were only part of 
the problem because there were 
many workers available to help 
with clean-up campaigns but 
that his plans were thwarted 
by councillors who appeared to 
have other agendas. Mpahlwa 
said “we cannot tolerate this 
filth” and offered himself as a 
last resort: “If it needs me to 
clean the city alone - I will do 
it.” 

The new Mayor referred to 
other problems on his to-do list, 
including the many potholed 
streets of Makhanda, but ap-
peared to be most concerned 
about the lack of efficiency 
within the City Hall offices. He 
recognised that there are too 
many employees but noted that 
it was very difficult to get rid of 
superfluous staff, even if they 
are not qualified for their jobs.

He said that people will be 
retrained, because “there are a 
lot of internal controls which 
are not in place” and that “it’s 
not going to be easy, it’s not go-

ing to happen overnight... but 
we are going to make sure that 
people earn their salaries”.

Residents gave the new CFO 
a healthy applause when he 
opened his presentation with a 
commitment to the municipal-
ity. Goliath said, “I didn’t come 
here to get a salary, I came to 
make a life.”

He addressed residents’ con-
cerns that they would be milked 
to pay for the inefficiencies of 
the municipality when he re-
ferred to the difficulties in col-
lecting debts: “We are not try-
ing to get people to pay more, 
we want to get more people 
to pay.” Goliath acknowledged 
that the bad debt problem is 
partly caused by inefficiencies 
in the meter-reading system 
and by the fact that a large 
number of households don’t re-
ceive any municipal bills at all. 
He said that the municipality 
has already appointed a debt 
collection company.

Although the meeting was 
sometimes testy, it essentially 
achieved the goal set by GRA 
chairperson, Philip Machanick, 
of reassuring residents that the 
new top administration was 
making a concerted effort to 
deal with service delivery issues 
facing the municipality.

Machanick said it was vital 
to address the water problem 
sooner rather than later be-
cause, “You can’t start too early, 
but you can start too late.”

He also pointed out that 
while residents are grateful to 
Dr Imtiaz Sooliman and his or-

Makana Mayor Mzukisi Mpahlwa with the new Chief Financial Officer Gerard Goliath at the GRA 
meeting held at Prime this week. Photo: Steven Lang

Masicule 2019 coming for sixth year with 1000 voices
STAFF REPORTER
Masicule celebrates its 
sixth birthday in the Guy But-
ler Theatre at the Monument 
on 24 and 25 February 2019. 
Get your tickets now (before 
they run out) to experience 
this goosebump-inducing 
show. Tickets are available 
from Fusion Foods (Pepper 
Grove Mall), Makana Tour-
ism, Madhatters (High Street), 
Joza Music Hub (Joza), at the 
Monument, and online – www.
tickethut.co.za/creativecity.

Featuring nearly 1000 
voices, Masicule encourages 
next-level collaboration that 
culminates in a mind-blowing 
evening that will amaze, in-
vigorate, inspire and move 

you. Masicule 2019 features 
choirs and ensembles from 
Nombulelo High School, Ntsika 
Secondary School, Kingswood 
College, Victoria Girls’ High 
School, St Andrew’s College, 
DSG, Graeme College, Mary 
Waters Secondary School, East 
Cape Midlands College, Nath-
aniel Nyaluza High School, 
Kwantu Choir, Byrdsongs, and 
the Cathedral Choir.

This year’s featured art-
ist will be the legendary Vusi 
Mahlasela (‘The Voice’). As 
one of South Africa’s top sell-
ing and most celebrated art-
ists, Mahlasela will be present-
ing new renditions of some of 
his iconic songs, backed by the 

Masicule choristers and the 
massed choir. Highlights from 
the concert will include Some-
thing Inside So Strong, Mighty 
River, When you Come Back, 
and Nakupenda Africa.

The income from Masicule 
ticket sales is awarded to a lo-
cal person as a stipend or to 
afford them the opportunity to 
further their education or qual-
ification in the field of music. 

In 2016, the first ‘Masicule 
Gift’ was awarded to Mpume-
lelo Maguntulu, conductor of 
the Nombulelo and Abance-
disi choirs. In 2017, recipient 
Loyiso ‘Bhoki’ Sake, the effer-
vescent conductor of the Ma-
sicule anthem, Yele Yele, used 

the award to attend conduct-
ing courses. 

This year, Bhoki is studying 
toward a Diploma in Music at 
Nelson Mandela University fol-
lowing a successful bursary ap-
plication.

In 2018, Kutlwano ‘Kepa’ Ke-
padisa, conductor of the Kwan-
tu Choir, received the Masicule 
Gift, which, in part, helped fa-
cilitate his choir’s attendance 
at the World Choir Games. In 
2019, Bayanda Mthetho, a 
grade 10 pupil from Graeme 
College, will receive the Masi-
cule Gift to pay for advanced 
professional piano lessons. 
This hugely talented young 

musician has been appointed 
the official Masicule accompa-
nist for 2019.

Tickets are only R40 for 
adults and R30 for students, 
learners, and pensioners: a 
small price to pay for such in-
credible entertainment – and 
the knowledge that a local mu-
sician will benefit directly from 
your purchase.

The concert on Sunday 24 
February will start at 6pm and 
on Monday 25 February at 
7.30pm. 

The duration for both con-
certs is around 1 hour 20 min-
utes. Taxis will be in service 
on both evenings and will of-

fer transport to and from the 
Monument.

Masicule is a Creative City 
project run by the National 
Arts Festival, with support 
from the Grahamstown Foun-
dation, Sarah Baartman Dis-
trict Municipality and the East-
ern Cape Government. Artistic 
support is provided by Graeme 
College and Access Music Pro-
ject (AMP).  

For more info, contact San-
da or Kate on 046 603 1103 
or email info@nationalartsfes-
tival.co.za. For a sneak peek of 
previous concerts, go to You-
Tube - https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=9t4FBIaAYTk.

ganisation, the Gift of the Giv-
ers, for delivering a truckload 
of water for immediate con-
sumption, it would better serve 
long term interests if the char-
ity could raise funds for water 
tanks. He said that if all houses 
in Makana had water tanks, 
residents would be better 
equipped to withstand cyclical 
droughts and water outages.

Fit for drinking
In a tense question and answer 
session after the mayor’s pres-
entation, Ron Weissenberg of 
the community initiative, Ma-

kana Revive, challenged the 
municipality’s explanation of 
why the James Kleynhans Wa-
ter Treatment Works was tem-
porarily unable to treat water. 

Earlier this week, the mu-
nicipality said it could not use 
water from the works for up 
to five days because of water 
turbidity from the Glen Mel-
ville dam.

Weissenberg said that treat-
ment with the chemical com-
pound, Aluminium sulphate 
with the formula Al2(SO4)3 
would clear up the water with-
in half an hour.

To prove his point, Weissen-
berg produced a five-litre con-
tainer of muddy water which 
he poured into two smaller 
glass jars. In the one jar he 
added some of the chemical 
compound while the other 
only had the muddy water.

He left the two jars on the ta-
ble in front of GRA chair, Philip 
Machanick, while the meeting 
proceeded with another round 
of questions.

After that round, the water 
in the jar with the aluminium 
sulphate was clear enough for 
Weissenberg to drink from.
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Gift	of	the	Givers	brings	water	relief
By KATHRYN CLEARY

Late afternoon on 12 Feb-
ruary an inspiring cara-
van made its way into 

Makhanda (Grahamstown). 
Green trucks emblazoned 
with the Gift of the Givers em-
blem emerged from the thick 
mist on the N2,  A total of six 
trucks and a handful of bak-
kies brought with them the 
promise of relief for residents 
- some who had been without 
water for up to nine days.

The Gift of the Givers was 
notified of Makhanda’s wa-
ter crisis last weekend and 
by Monday morning, trucks 
from Durban, Cape Town and 
Johannesburg were loaded to 
the brim with bottles of water.

Operational problems at 
James Kleynhans Water Treat-
ment Works which supplies 
Makhanda East have left some 
residents without water for a 
week or longer.

In a media release, Makana 
Municipality explained the 
problem as follows:

On 1 February 2019, the 
Department of Water and San-
itation, (DWS) released water 
from the Fish River scheme to 
the Glen Melville dam whose 
water level was low and the 
incoming supply from the Fish 
River agitated the sediment 
resulting in high turbidity lev-
el measured at 1000 NTU.

No water could be treated 
at the James Kleynhans Water 
Treatment Works as the plant 
is not designed to handle such 
high turbidity. The incoming 
turbidity is normally at 80 
NTU which is already too high 
for the plant.

On 7 February 2019, the 
raw water turbidity when test-
ed was beyond the turbidity 
meter calibration. Since 6 Feb-
ruary 2019, the treatment pro-
cess could not remove the tur-
bidity to acceptable levels and 
hence the clear water pumps 
had to be shut down. This 
meant that no water could be 
delivered to the Makhanda 
East community.

Accompanying the team 
is Gift of Givers water ‘guru’, 
Dr Gideon Groenewald. Groe-
newald works as a hydrolo-
gist for the organisation and 
specialises in drought relief 
strategies and siting water for 
boreholes.

In his address during the 
press briefing on Tuesday, 
Groenewald said from a scien-
tific point of view the drought 
in South Africa is the worst 
we are going to experience in 
220 years. He said, “…these 
drought cycles are normal, 
they are part of the natural 
cycle on earth that we will 
experience and it is possible 
that in the next three years we 
will see this drought playing 
out because it’s actually busy 
growing its teeth.”

He explained that the role 
of the Gift of the Givers at this 
stage is just to solve the imme-
diate crisis, not the long-term 
issues. Groenewald said they 
might also look at the possi-
bility of drilling a number of 
boreholes in Makhanda.

Gift of the Givers Founder 
posted afterwards on their 
website, “Nine days of no wa-
ter, nine days of desperation. 
The crowds... gathered out-

side the municipality eagerly 
awaiting whatever they could 
get.”

Because the convoy arrived 
later than expected, distribu-
tion took place today in ac-
cordance with the schedule 
that was available on the mu-
nicipal website www.makana.
gov.za and on their Facebook 
page Makana Local Municipal-
ity Communication the Com-
munications Officer said.

A press briefing followed 
the caravan’s grand entrance 
with Executive Mayor Mzukisi 
Mphalwa, Groenewald, Coun-
cillor Ramie Xonxa, Gift of 
Giver’s Ali Sablay, Director of 
LED and Planning Riana Meir-
ing, and other Makana offi-
cials and councillors.

Mphalwa kicked off the 
briefing, assuring press that 
the lack of water since last 
week was due not to “incom-
petence or sabotage”, but the 
accumulation of sludge in the 
James Kleynhans water treat-
ment facility from the Glen 
Melville Dam. Mphalwa said 
the issue was being addressed 
by engineers and staff.

A Makana engineer in-
formed of the current dam lev-
els that supply the west side 
of Makhanda, with Settler’s 
sitting at 11.3% and Howie-
son’s Poort at 21.1%. Should 
Settlers drop below 10%, the 
west side would be switched 
over to the James Kleynhans 
system. This will mean the 10 
megalitres produced by James 
Kleynhans when it is at full 
capacity will be shared across 
the whole city, which currently 
uses 18ML a day.

Groenewald was positive 
despite the doom and gloom 
of the current scenario, say-
ing that if necessary, Gift of 
the Givers will site boreholes 
for the community, and will 
ensure that the water is safe to 
drink. Meiring confirmed that 
Makana had the funding to 
go through with this process. 
“We have received money for 
drilling boreholes and are also 
treating borehole water. The 
money is already available.”

Water was to be distributed 
to priority areas first, such as 
schools and hospitals. Gro-
cott’s Mail was assured that 
rural communities would be 
attended to during the week.

Meiring commented that 
Fort Brown and Seven Foun-
tains had “adequate” water, 
adding that a Makana water 
truck would be filling up in 
Seven Fountains to visit near-
by farms.

Mayor Mzukisi Mpahlwa 
welcomed the assistance from 
Gift of the Givers. He said, 
“We really appreciate the ges-
ture by the Gift of the Givers 
to come and provide some re-
lief to our communities. Since 
Thursday our communities 
have been battling to access 
clean drinking water not be-
cause of any incompetence 
or sabotage or anything but 
simply because the water in 
the river had become so dirty 
that it needed to be clean first 
before it could be treated. So 
in the intervening period (four 
days) the Gift of the Givers 
generously stepped in to come 
and provide support and pro-
vide relief to those communi-

ties. For that we are eternal-
ly grateful.”

On 13 February Makana 
Communications issued a list 
of ward-based distribution 
points as follows:  
Ward 2: Noluthando Hall
Ward 3: Assumption Clinic, 
Grave Yard 
Ward 4: Albany Road 
Ward 5: Ext 9 Hall 
Ward 6: Indoor Sport Centre 

And Ncame 
Ward 7: Emazotshweni 
Ward 10: Soccer City/ Fingo 
Square 
Ward 11: Near Ntsika Senior 
Secondary School 
Ward 13: Rev Lolwana 
Ebaleni (Vukani) 
Fitzroy Street Old Ambulance 
Station
All Schools

Following the press brief-

ing, one Gift of Givers truck 
distributed five-litre bottles 
to a long queue of residents. 
Cheers and smiles filled the 
space as the truck was quick-
ly emptied. Full distribution 
began 13 February with the 
promise of more trucks com-
ing throughout the week.
Since the organisation’s arriv-
al they have met with Makana 
to discuss long-term solutions 

such as boreholes, and other 
drought relief strategies.
On Thursday 14 February, Gift 
of the Givers founder Imtiaz 
Sooliman confirmed to Gro-
cott’s Mail that a rig for drill-
ing boreholes would leave 
its site in KwaZulu-Natal this 
Sunday and would likely ar-
rive in Makhanda on Monday. 
Grocott’s Mail will continue to 
report.

The Gift of the Givers handed out a truck load of water to members of the community who had gathered in front of the City Hall on 
Tuesday 12 February. The remainder of the water in the trucks that came though from Port Elizabeth was delivered on Wednesday 13 
February. Photo: Stephen Kisbey-Green

DWS sounds the alarm for Makana
STAFF REPORTER
The Department of Water and 
Sanitation is sounding the 
alarm after multiple water 
treatment facilities in Makana 
have added to the Eastern 
Cape’s water crisis. A press 
release issued on Monday 
12 February details plans for 
renovations at five municipal 
water treatment facilities as 
well as other plans to assist in 
sewage management and wa-
ter shortages. 
The National 
Department writes;
“As per the dictates of the 
South African Constitution, 
the National Water Act and 
the Water Services Act, the 
Department of Water and 
Sanitation (DWS) is enjoined 
to ensure the security of water 
supply to all South Africans, 
domestic, industrial, agricul-
tural, mining, and all other 
sectors and facets of the South 
African populace.

“It is important to note that 
the “South African populace” 
includes the parched towns 
and villages across the coun-
try-like the town of Makhan-
da in the Eastern Cape. It is 
important that as part of this 
mandate, the DWS engage 
and work with other spheres 
of government to bring relief 
to these communities within 
its capacity. Currently the 
DWS is funding numerous 
projects within the [Makana] 
Local Municipality. Included 
in the list of projects currently 
being funded by the Depart-
ment of Water and Sanitation 
are the following:
 
James Kleynhans 
Water Treatment 
Works (Regional Bulk 
Infrastructure Grant 
funding):
“The project consists of the 
upgrading and refurbishment 
of the James Kleynhans Water 
Treatment Works (WTW) with 
funding provided through the 
Regional Bulk Infrastructure 
Grant (RBIG). This WTW has 
a design capacity of 10Ml/d 

and is currently operating at 
150% of its capacity. It is in-
capable of supplying the re-
quirements of Grahamstown.

“The project will consist 
of four (4) phases: Phase 1 – 
Augmentation of the James 
Kleynhans Water Treatment 
Works, Upgrading of Sludge 
Ponds and Balancing Reser-
voir, Phase 2 – Augmenta-
tion of the James Kleynhans 
Water Treatment Works, inlet 
works, settling tanks, filters 
etc, Phase 3 – Upgrading / 
Refurbishment of Existing 
350mm dia. Pumping Main, 
and Phase 4 – Upgrading Ex-
isting Water Treatment Works.

“Currently phase 1 is 85% 
complete with expected com-
pletion being end March 
2019.

“The department has pro-
vided additional funds to 
achieve this target and has 
approved the project to con-
tinue with all these phases. 
R80 m has been set aside for 
2019/20 and a further R60m 
within this Mid Term Expend-
iture Framework (MTEF) pe-
riod.

 
Mayfield Waste Water 
Treatment Works 
upgrading (RBIG 
funding)
“The augmentation of the 
Mayfield Waste Water Treat-
ment Works (WWTW) project 
is a multi-year project be-
ing implemented within the 
EC Region under the RBIG 
Programme. The above men-
tioned project is currently 
on hold due to budget con-
straints. ECDC funding is 
promised for this intervention
 
Belmont Valley Waste 
Water Treatment 
Works upgrading (RBIG 
funding)
“The Belmont Valley WWTW 
is currently not meeting the 
set discharge standards and 
needs to be upgraded and 
refurbished. The WWTW’s is 
currently running at 150% 
of its capacity. The upgrade 

will unlock development 
in the area as currently all 
housing projects have been 
put on hold as the WWTW 
is overloaded and overflow-
ing, thus polluting water 
resources in the area and 
downstream. ECDC funding is 
promised for this intervention 
 
Water Conservation and De-
mand Management – WCDM 
(Water and Sanitation Infra-
structure Grant funding):
“The funding made available 
for the WCDM is R10 000 000 
– 00. Currently several in-
terventions are being imple-
mented. The project comple-
tion time is set for end June 
2019.
 
Refurbishment of Rie-
beeck East WTW’s (WSIG 
funding):
“A petition was submitted by 
the community of Riebeeck 
East due to the continuous 
water supply shortages and 
water interruptions. The raw 
water supply is abstracted 
from the 4 boreholes and the 
bulk water supply is almost 
50% under capacity, and ur-
gent attention is required to 
address the shortfall. 

The plant requires an up-
grade to meet the current 
water demand, future de-
mand and ability to cater for 
the waterborne sewage as the 
area is still in use of VIP toilets 
and septic tanks. The project 
aim is to upgrade the plant 
to 1Ml/d to provide adequate 
capacity for current demand 
and provision of waterborne 
sewage system. The estimated 
cost for the refurbishment 
of Riebeeck East WTW is  
R15 000 000.
 
Refurbishment of Al-
icedale WTW’s (WSIG 
funding):
“Alicedale is the small town 
situated in between a variety 
of game reserves and hunting 
lodges. It has one major in-
dustry, namely a large Mohair 
factory. The existing water 

treatment works is in a bad 
state of disrepair and does 
not meet DWS standards. It 
is also under capacity during 
summer peak periods. 

It requires upgrading to 
2.2 Ml/day capacity to cater 
for the current demand and 
future developments. The es-
timate cost for the Refurbish-
ment of Alicedale WTW is 
R10 000 000.

Incremental 
Groundwater 
Development in the 
Grahamstown Area 
(Drought Mitigation 
funding implemented 
through WSIG):
“Currently the consultant is 
busy with the drafting of the 
full scope of works for the 
project. The total funding al-
location for this project which 
was made available was 
R12 000 000.
 
Water Conservation and 
Demand Management in 
the Grahamstown Area 
(Drought Mitigation 
funding implemented 
through WSIG):
“Funding requirement for this 
project is R10 000 000.

“[Makana] LM has received 
R22 000 000 through the 
Water Services Infrastructure 
Grant (WSIG) – Drought Miti-
gation funding which must 
be utilized before end March 
2019. [Makana] LM received 
R35 000 000 under the WSIG 
funding stream for the refur-
bishment of both Alicedale 
and Riebeeck East WTW’s 
and the implementation of 
WCDM.

“With regards to the regu-
latory functions of the DWS, 
[Makana] can be taken to 
court for spilling raw sewage 
into the Kowie and other riv-
ers due to failing infrastruc-
ture.”
– Issued by the Department of 

Water & Sanitation 

Grocott’s Mail will continue 
to report.

Students bring tank to Mary Waters
FROM PAGE 1
By STEPHEN KISBEY-GREEN
In the midst of a water crisis 
in Makhanda (Grahamstown), 
a group of enterprising young 
students at Mary Waters Sec-
ondary School have taken it 
upon themselves to provide 
their school with a rainwa-
ter tank.  On the morning of 
Tuesday 12 February, students, 
along with Enke Make Your 
Mark, a youth development 
organisation based in Johan-
nesburg, and Ikamva Youth, 
handed over a 2500-litre water 
tank at the school.

Mary Waters is one of the 
many schools in and around 
Makhanda that have been suf-
fering as a result of prolonged 
water shortages in the Eastern 
Cape. The lack of water at the 
school has placed a great strain 
on staff and students who are 
struggling to get water to sim-
ply flush toilets. At the time 
of the event, municipal water 
trucks arrived at the school. 
Dozens of students and staff 
flocked to the truck with buck-
ets and cooking pots, filling up 
whatever they could for the 

school’s use.
The school’s water supply 

has been off since Wednesday 
6 February. “This is now the 
fourth [school] day,” said Prin-
cipal Faith Coetzee. “But on 
Saturday, some of the water 
came on, so one of the teach-
ers came in and flushed all the 
toilets. So at least on Monday 
the bathrooms were clean.” 
The school has four sets of toi-
lets, which are currently being 
rotated so that students can use 
them while the others fill with 
water. Monday was the first day 
that the school had to send stu-
dents home early, as a number 
of students were complaining 
of stomach problems. Without 
water, the school will have to 
close early again.

However, the students in-
volved with Enke and Ikamva 
have brought their school and 
community hope in the form of 
the tank, as well as the prom-
ise of a second tank if they can 
raise enough funding by the 
end of February.

“We applied for the incuba-
tor fund from the Enke Sup-
port Team,” said Abenathi 

Nqweniso, one of the mat-
ric students at Mary Waters. 
“Through Ikamva, we managed 
to become part of the Enke pro-
gramme last July. We started 
our own Community Action 
Projects (CAP) [and] me and 
my group started a tutoring 
project at school.”

“From there onwards, we 
started a project called Siyan-
qoba, which is basically about 
empowering women in Gra-
hamstown,” said Nqweniso. 
“We hosted an event on wom-
en’s day last year, and brought 
together young women from all 
over Grahamstown, the differ-
ent schools to speak about the 
challenges we go through as 
young women.”

After the success of their 
first CAP, the students decided 
that the tank would be the best 
way to give back to the school, 
they then organised with Enke 
to deliver the tank in under a 
week. “This was so unexpected, 
because I was not aware of the 
initiative,” said Faith Coetzee, 
Principal of Mary Waters.

“Working with kids who 
have come up with the ini-

tiative on their own, for their 
school not just for themselves, 
really means a lot,” said Lung-
isa Klaas, from the Ikamva 
Youth Project. This is only the 
start for the students, as they 
look to better their school and 
community through their work 
with Ikamva and Enke.

“Enke has promised that if 
we are able to come up with 
R1500, they will be able to top 
it up so that we can be able to 
buy a 5000-litre tank as well,” 
said Klaas. “Now we don’t have 
to skip classes just because we 
don’t have water,” said Nqweni-
sa. “It means we can spend 
more time at school and focus 
on our books.”

From Makhanda, the team 
from Enke will travel to Dur-
ban to deliver the funding and 
supplies needed for the schools 
that are part of the Enke pro-
gramme in KwaZulu Natal to 
build libraries.

**Since first publication on 
Tuesday, a number of people 
have come forward to offer 
their assistance in raising the 
additional funds for the second 
tank.

Sun City raises red flag over sanitation
By KATHRYN CLEARY
Tuesday 12 January the Sun 
City residents raised the red 
flag; calling a stop to poor 
sanitation and service delivery 
in their community. The road 
going up to the Electricity De-
partment was barricaded with 
tires, rocks and burning rub-
bish, and buckets filled with 
waste and maggots were set 
out on display.

Sun City is an informal set-
tlement that sits on top of an 
old landfill; as a result, Maka-
na is unable to install under-
ground sewer and water lines. 

Residents are forced to use 
the bucket system, as well as 
share one working tap.

Dustin Davies is a resident 
of Sun City with a family of 
three children. Davies spoke 
to our reporters emphasis-

ing the horrifying sanitation 
conditions that residents had 
been living in for months at a 
time.

“Today I decided to repre-
sent Sun City. We are doing 
this protest and as you can see 
it is peaceful, it’s not violent.”, 
said Davies.

Davies said that the com-
munity met with the Execu-
tive Mayor and other Direc-
tors the end of January to 
discuss sanitation and water.

Kelello Makgoka, Director 
of Public Safety and Commu-
nity Services confirmed this, 
stating that the meeting ad-
dressed water, sanitation and 
refuse in Sun City.

“The bucket system is over-
flowing here, that is why you 
see us here doing this protest-

Residents of Sun City informal 
settlement took to the streets 
in protest over poor sanitation 
and service delivery on 
Tuesday 12 February. Photo: 
Stephen Kisbey-Green.

ing”, said Davies.
Residents stated that the 

last time their buckets were 
collected was early January, 
and that Makana told them 
that the sanitation truck was 
broken. 

Makgoka confirmed that 
January was the most recent 
collection.

On Wednesday 13 Febru-
ary, residents continued to 
protest, but their buckets had 
been emptied.

As a result of the South Af-
rican Municipal Workers Un-
ion (SAMWU) strike, Makana 
had to find another service 
provider to collect the buck-
ets, stated Makgoka. “We are 
trying our best given the situ-
ation,” he said. 

Resident Freddie Smith en-

sured our reporters that the 
protest was peaceful, but that 
the community would not 
stop until Makana addressed 
them. 

“There are some other is-
sues in this protest [besides 
the buckets]”, said Smith, “the 
taps and the lights, because 
it’s very dark here.”

Residents were calling for 
improved sanitation, access 
to water from communal taps 
and working street lights.

Makgoka stated that short-
term plans for improving con-
ditions in Sun City were to 
collect buckets once per week; 
while long-term plans were 
aimed at moving residents to 
a more suitable environment.

Grocott’s Mail will continue 
to report.

Water crisis in Vukani
By LINDANI DONYELI
The community in Vukani, 
Makhanda (Grahamstown) is 
struggling with the effects of 
the water crisis that has hit 
the Eastern Cape in recent 
months. Vukani had been 
without water since Thursday 
7 February, until a water truck 
arrived on Saturday 9 Febru-
ary. This truck drew a large 
crowd, which queued up to 
receive the water.

Thembakazi Seyisi, ward 
councillor for Ward 13, and 
Mzukisi Mali, Chairperson of 
the Ward 13 committee, were 
assisting the community to fill 
their buckets of water, in the 
middle of an open field in Vu-
kani.

On Sunday 12 February, 
Grocott’s Mail visited the peo-
ple of KwaHatsi, a farm just 
outside of Vukani, and asked 
them how they cope with 

the water issues. Nobengazi 
Ntlokwana, a mother with a 
nine-year-old daughter, told 
Grocott’s Mail that the truck 
that delivers the water does 
not come to their place of 
residence; in order for her to 
get water, she has to get it at 
her work. Even when she does 
get water from work, it is not 
a lot.

Kimberley Ntlokwana, a 
grandfather living in Kwa-

Hatsi, who is unable to fetch 
water for himself and his wife, 
spoke to Grocott’s Mail. He 
stated that they don’t have 
water in his home, and that 
his wife had to ask for water 
from those who are close to 
the road. 

They had asked those who 
managed to get the water 
from the truck if they would 
be able to share with them. 
Ntlokwana does not have any 

hope for where is he going to 
get more water when he needs 
it.

Seyisi understood the pain 
of some of the residents. “I am 
unaware that I have to bring 
the water door to door. 

“The truck was in the field 
where most of the things takes 
place at. I have brought the 
truck high up nearly to the 
farm at the upper side,” said 
Seyisi.Long queue of residents waiting for water in Vukani. Photo: Lindani Donyeli
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Long	wait	for	water	in	Makhanda
By SUE MACLENNAN

By the time disaster re-
lief organisation, Gift 
of the Givers, reached 

Makhanda (Grahamstown) 
on Tuesday 12 February with 
truckloads of bottled water, 
large parts of the city had had 
dry taps for up to eight days. 
Residents queued for hours on 
Sunday 10 February as trucks 
organised by a municipality-
led crisis committee struggled 
to service thousands of house-
holds. Volunteers who spent 
the week picking up refuse 
across the city during a strike, 
during the weekend turned 
their attention to boosting 
water deliveries to desperate 
families.

The dry taps in east 
Makhanda were due to exces-
sive turbidity in the Orange/
Fish supply to the James Kley-
nhans Water Treatment Works 
that services the eastern part 
of the city and 19 streets in 
the west. Makana Municipal-
ity issued a notice on 8 Feb-
ruary warning that to protect 
the pumps at the water works, 
they would be switched off 
until the supply settles. “This 
process will take 4 to 5 days 
and there will be no supply to 
Grahamstown East during this 
period. Trucks have started 
delivering water to distribu-
tion points and will continue 
until supply is restored,” Ma-
kana posted.

Later that night, a mes-
sage read by Mayor Mzukisi 
Mpahlwa apologised for the 
inconvenience caused by the 
prolonged water outage.

“Water deliveries did start 
earlier today but unfortunate-

ly could not reach everyone. 
Plans are in place to acquire 
more water trucks to enable 
us to reach as many people as 
possible. Distribution points 
will be communicated as soon 
as they are available.”

A further message raised 
the alarm that a day-long 
scheduled power cut by Es-
kom on Sunday 10 February 
meant the pumps delivering  
to Waainek Water Treatment 
Works on the west could not 
operate. This meant the reser-
voir levels would drop and the 
supply – currently serving the 
whole city (the east via deliv-
eries, the west via taps) could 
be interrupted.

Settlers Dam, the reservoir 
for the supply of 8 megalitres 
a day to areas of the city west 
of the railway line, was this 
week announced to be at 11% 
of its capacity. Experts have 
warned the last 10% cannot 
be pumped.  When this point 
is reached, the 10 megalitres 
a day supplied by the James 
Kleynhans water treatment 
works in the east will be ra-
tioned to serve the entire com-
munity. Earlier estimates were 
that this week (mid-February) 
could be the week when this 
happens. 

While work is underway to 
upgrade James Kleynhans to 
supply 20ML by 2021, the cur-
rent outage was meanwhile 
potentially very serious.

A joint operations commit-
tee (JOC) based at Makana 
and including business, edu-
cation and other stakeholders, 
was formed last month to deal 
with a diminished and inter-
rupted water supply and it is 

at their request that vehicles 
and drivers from neighbour-
ing Ndlambe and Ngqushwa 
municipalities, as well as Rho-
des University have been de-
livering truckloads of water 
to around 80 000 residents in 
Joza, Tantyi, Vukani and other 
areas in the east over the past 
few days. This is in addition 
to Makana’s water trucks and 
some schools.
Amatapweni
In Pick n Pay, there were long 
queues of people waiting to 
fill bottles at the water dis-
penser inside the store. 

The community’s favour-
ite natural source, Fairview 
spring, was crowded day and 
night, with users reporting 
waiting as long as eight hours 
to fill containers.

Last Sunday, Grocott’s Mail 
found rows of buckets on side-
walks in Joza and Fingo Vil-
lage, with their hot and tired 
owners sheltering inside or 
under trees as they listened 
out for the trucks.

“Molweni amatapweni,” 
was one man’s greeting to 
a queue of people outside 
Nathaniel Nyaluza Secondary 
School, as he walked on to 
Vukani carrying bottles that 
he had filled at a house in 
the area known as Mission. It 
was 1.30pm and the “amatap-
weni” had been waiting for 
three hours, B Street resident 
Manuel Chauke told Grocott’s 
Mail.

“The councillor told us the 
truck would come yesterday,” 
Chauke said. “We waited two 
hours and it never came.”

Many Vukani residents 
walked the long, hot road to 

Residents wait in A Street for water on Sunday 10 February. Photo: Sue Maclennan

Mission, which is just across 
the stream from St Philip’s 
Church, to fill their bottles. 
Eunice Ncwadi, who is 74, 
carried a full bottle all the way 
from town, where she had at-
tended church.

“It’s too difficult when the 
truck comes,” Ncwadi said. 
“Everyone runs – grannies and 
little children – everyone. It’s 
too hard!”

Ward 10 councillor Luyan-
da Sakata was present when 
a flatbed truck with two full 
water tanks arrived around 
3.30pm in C Street. It was as 
Ncwadi had described: old 
and young rushed to the truck 
with every container they 
could find – bottles, basins, 
bowls and buckets.

Dirty uniforms
The Makabe brothers, Chum-
ani and Chumile, live with 
their cousin Aphiwe Makeba 
in Vukani. The boys were 
walking, carrying containers 
to fill from a tank at the family 
home in Fingo - a good 3km 
away.

In Joza, in the shade above 
TEM Mrwetyana School, a 
group of mothers with their 
children had been queueing 
since 10am, they said. It was 
by then around 2.30pm.

“Look at these children,” 
one mom said. “They haven’t 
bathed and their uniforms are 
dirty. We can’t send them to 
school like that.”

There were reports of chil-
dren having been sent home 

early, as toilets clogged and 
handwashing became impos-
sible. In the extreme heat (last 
Friday’s maximum was 37 C) 
the risk of dehydration was 
high. Some schools closed ear-
ly on Thursday because there 
was no water in the toilets.

Drivers of the water trucks 
told Grocott’s Mail they had 
been working flat-out to get 
water to the communities.

Resident Cindy Deutsch-
mann, among a team of four 
who have been collecting and 
removing refuse during the 
past weeks under the umbrella 
of  two civic organisation Ma-
kana Revive, has been among 
those delivering water to parts 
of town that the trucks haven’t 
reached.

Recycling units trashed as funding stalls
By SUE MACLENNAN
As private citizens continue 
to collect rubbish piling up on 
the city’s streets during the 
municipal strike, Makana Mu-
nicipality is looking into the 
process of reviving the IWARS 
recycling programme.

Last month’s protest by 
Ghost Town residents against 
illegal dumping on Sugarloaf 
Hill was an ironic reminder of 
a stalled project that should 
by now have massively re-
duced the amount of rubbish 
lying around Makhanda (Gra-
hamstown), by making col-
lecting waste more lucrative 
than dumping it.

Sugarloaf Hill is the site 
of one of three waste recy-
cling buyback centres placed 
at high-traffic former dump-
sites in Makhanda (Gra-
hamstown). The units were 
delivered to Joza (next to Ma-
kana’s Kop Old Age Home), 
the Carlisle Street dump and 
Sugarloaf Hill in February 
2016.

Project Manager for Inte-
grated Waste and Recycling 
Services (IWARS) who owned 
the units, Mark Price, ex-
plained at the time that with 
solar-powered lights, the spe-
cialised, custom-made con-

tainers had a fully equipped 
office area, a suppliers’ area 
where recycling material was 
weighed. A dedicated IT sys-
tem for recording suppliers 
and sales was being devel-
oped and this system would 
be used at every unit.

The project was viewed 
as an important component 
of addressing the problem 
of waste management in the 
municipality. By providing 
easy access to recycling ser-
vices at locations across the 
town, waste would be col-
lected rather than discarded.

Two years later, the unit 
on Sugarloaf Hill is trashed. 
Unmanned, the windows are 
broken, the doors long gone 
and rubbish lies piled up in-
side – but not for recycling, 
just dumped. It’s the second 
unit to go this way.

Price told Grocott’s Mail 
that the first one had also 
been vandalised and burnt.

“We took it and sold it for 
scrap,” Price said. Grocott’s 
Mail called him after seeing 
its state during a protest on 
7 January 2019. Ironically, 
the protest was against illegal 
dumping - the very problem 
the buy-back centres were 
supposed to discourage, by 

allowing collectors to make 
money out of recyclable 
waste.

Price said the project hadn’t 
been able to get up and run-
ning because the Department 
of Trade and Industry had 
been slow in fulfilling their 
part of the bargain.

“We can’t go into full pro-
duction because DTI still 
owes 45% of the money,” 
Price said. “In December they 
sent us a letter confirming 
they still owe the money, but 
gave no indication when they 
would pay the R8.5 million 
needed to complete the de-
velopment and set it up over 
several municipalities.”

He said they had been wait-
ing for the promised capital 
for 24 months.

IWARS has a contract with 
the DTI aligned to the Depart-
ment’s Employment Creation 
Fund, and a memorandum of 
understanding with Makana 
and other municipalities. The 
total value of the contract is 
R20 million.

At the time of publishing 
of Makana Municipality’s In-
tegrated Waste Management 
Plan, in 2017, IWARS were 
the lead reclaimers and recy-
clers in Makana LM.

“The IWARS programme 
organises people to collect 
recyclable materials from 
the landfill sites and transfer 
stations. Thereafter, waste is 
separated and transported to 
main processing sites through 
a waste transit system that 
has already been established 
by the IWARS. IWARS has 
registered reclaimers in Ma-
kana LM as part of the ‘Masi-
hlule Programme’,” the docu-
ment states.

“At the moment we’re just 
using the remaining units as 
storage,” Price told Grocott’s 
Mail. “None of the units in 
Grahamstown are operating.”

Spokesperson for the DTI 
Sidwell Medupe referred Gro-
cott’s Mail’s queries about the 
matter to Project Manager in 
the DTI Paseka Maleno. 

At the time of publishing 
Grocott’s Mail had not yet 
been able to reach Maleno at 
the number provided.

Makana Municipality’s Di-
rector of Public Safety and 
Community Services Kelello 
Makgoka confirmed that Ma-
kana  Municipality had devel-
oped a draft Integrated Waste 
Management Plan (IWMP) 
incorporating all elements of 
waste management as per the 

requirements of The National 
Environmental Management 
Waste Act , 59 of 2008.

“Waste reduction, re-use, 
recycling and recovery is at 
the centre of the waste man-
agement strategy,” Makgoka 
said. “The role of IWARS au-
tomatically forms part of the 
Plan in the sense that IWARS 
programmes are linking to 
waste minimisation strate-
gies.”

Makana Local Municipality 
was looking  into the process 
of reviving the IWARS pro-
gramme.

“Currently the National De-
partment of Environmental 
Affairs has employed an Envi-
ronmental Youth Coordinator 
on behalf of Makana LM to 
facilitate waste management 
programs within the Mu-
nicipal Area,” Makgoka said. 
“Therefore all waste man-
agement activities including 
IWARS programs will be re-
visited as to ensure that they 
operate within the municipal 
area  going forward.”

• Next week’s Environews 
column will report back on 

Hayley McLellan’s visit to 
Grahamstown, and ongoing 

activities of the Makana 
Plastic Action Group.

Water crisis hits 
creche hard
By LINDANI DONYELI
On Monday 11 February, Gro-
cott’s Mail visited different 
places in Makhanda (Graham-
stown) investigating the con-
cerns of water crisis. Ubunye 
Bethu Day Care Centre, in 
Vukani, has over 50 children 
in their care, and have been 
feeling the effects of the crisis. 
Noxolo Kelekete, the supervi-
sor of the creche, said that 
they have been assisted by 
the leftover of water which 
they have saved, but it has not 
done much. She explained, 
“children go to the toilet very 
often, especially when there is 
no water.”

“They have one single toilet 
for all the kids in the creche”, 
Kelekete continued. “It is diffi-
cult even cooking for the kids 
and they get thirsty.”

The creche does not have a 
rainwater tank, and are suf-
fering dearly from the water 
crisis plaguing the town.

The staff are appealing 
to any company or good sa-
maritans to assist them in 
any way that they can. They 
are looking to raise the funds 
for a rainwater tank so that 
they can save water for the 
children. They are currently 
relying on the money they 
receive from parents, which 
they need for the day to day 
running of the creche. Any-
one that may be able to assist 
the Ubunye Bethu Day Care 
Centre may contact them on  
078  339 4932.

The role of IWARS automatically forms part of the Plan in the sense that IWARS 
programmes are linking to waste minimisation strategies



FRIDAY 15 FEBRUARY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETING
5:30pm at The Albany Club, High Street. The speaker will be Prof 
Pat Irwin. His topic: The Battle of Graham’sTown 1819. This is the 
bi-centenary year of the battle, and Pat willgive us an historical 
perspective on this battle which took place on22nd April 1819.

CJ CHANDLER EXHIBITION AND PRINT SALE
6:30pm at Kowie Brake and Clutch, Dundas Street. Opening of the 
“The Twist of a Knee 2018” exhibition by CJ Chandler.

CJ CHANDLER EXHIBITION AUCTION
8pm at Kowie Brake and Clutch, Dundas Street. An auction will 
take place. All funds raised from the auctioned prints will go to 
Gadra Education. Further print sales will contribute to Chandler’s art 
practice. It will start at Kowie Brake and Clutch in Dundas Street.

SATURDAY 16 FEBRUARY
CJ CHANDLER PHOTO WALKABOUT
12pm at Kowie Brake and Clutch. The Twist of a Knee, 2018, is a body 
of photographic work made entirely in Grahamstown/Makhanda. The 
monograph attempts to investigate chance, the everyday and the 
medium of photography. 

ALBANY HORTICULTURAL AND LILLIUM SOCIETY
2.30pm at Botany Major Lecture Theatre, Rhodes University. Two talks 
presented by Prof Adrian Craig on unusual birds in the garden
and other birding tips and by Prof Julie Coetzee on beneficial insects
in the garden and insects used in biological controls. Please join us
for our first event of the year and refreshments will be provided. For
further information contact Heather Surridge 079 587 9077

MONDAY 18 FEBRUARY
FRIENDS OF THE LIBARY LECTURE
5.30pm at the Hill Street Libary Hall. A talk by Chris Mann entitled, 

“The First World War Poetry of Thomas Hardy: implications for today“.  
The talk will be given by Chris Mann. Malcolm Hacksley will read the 
poems. All are welcome and entry is by donation in aid of the Friends 
of the Grahamstown Public Libraries. Contact Sue Rionda  
046 603 7339 

TUESDAY 19 FEBRUARY
GRAHAMSTOWN MUSIC SOCIETY AGM
5:30pm at the St Andrew’s College, Senior Common Room. 
Grahamstown Music Society will be hosting their AGM. Refreshments 
will be served.

THURSDAY 21 FEBRUARY
U3A LECTURE
10am at the Grahamstown Bowling Club. Speaker : David Bristow 
Subject : Recent travel writing. Charge R5. All welcome. Contact 
Malcolm Hacksley 046 636 1762

SUNDAY 24 - MONDAY 25 FEBRUARY
MASICULE 2019
Sunday 6pm and Monday 7.30pm at the Guy Butler Theatre. This 
year’s featured artist will be the legendary Vusi Mahlasela. Tickets are 
only R40 for adults and R30 for students, learners, and pensioners. 
Tickets are available from Fusion Foods (Pepper Grove Mall), Makana 
Tourism and Madhatters (High Street), Joza Music Hub (Joza), at the 
Monument, and online – www.tickethut.co.za/creativecity.Taxis will 
be in service on both evenings and will offer transport to and from 
the Monument.

TUESDAY 26 FEBRUARY
GRAHAMSTOWN MUSIC SOCIETY CONCERT
7:30pm at Nelm. This will be presented by Duo Zappa-Mainolfi (Cello 
and Piano).
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Bridge Results
Grahamstown Bridge Club   Thursday 7 Feb 2019 
6½ Table 24 Board Howell Movement 
PAIR NAMES 
1 Sheila Hicks & Ernie van Hille             70.95% 
2 Shirley Shaw & Ilva Benyon                 62.08% 
3 Peter Midlane & Mary Schudel          54.29% 
4 Mary Godlonton & Angie Thomson    52.86% 
5 Heather Inge & Naomi Dower            51.43% 
6 Jenny Haswell & Val Buchner             50.00% 
7 Pair 2                                                    49.17% 
8 Pair 9                                                    48.10% 
9 Pair 3                                                    47.50% 
10 Pair 12                                                  46.67% 
11 Pair 7                                                    44.29% 
12 Pair 5                                                    37.08% 
13 Pair 13                                                  36.19% 

Grahamstown Bridge Club   
Monday 11 February 2019 
 
PAIR NAMES 
1 Jenny Haswell & Jo Fitzhenry   65.87% 
2 Mary Schudel & Peter Midlane   54.76% 
3 Pat Shepherd & Derrick Newson   53.97% 
4 Jenny Kroon & Naomi Dower   52.38% 
5 Pair 7      45.24% 
6 Pair 8      43.65% 
7 Pair 4      42.86% 
8 Pair 1      41.27% 
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Crossword Solution for last week JDE 169

Compiled by  George Euvrard

ACROSS
1 Grilled steak includes a custom slap-chips, for example (9)
6 Managed business before deputy returned (5)
9 Growth of Post Office leads to lawfulness - yes, perfection 
(5)
10 Screen for role one time, then no-one has to come back 
(9)
11 Group converge at City Hall, for instance (9,6)
13 Second athlete with beaker that doesn’t get cold (6-2)
14 Tahiti that I developed, one concludes (6)
16 Cold year grips girl with elegance (6)
18 I follow river with an inhabitant of Ibadan (8)
21 Threat of cross words from same cold phoney (5,2,8)
23 Joker and bright, but she cheats with hands (4,5)
25 Composer ends off in B# set? No (5)
26 Small rodent clipped hawker (5)
27 Revolutionary air to help one’s judgement (9)

DOWN
1 Point to image (5)
2 Mount half a kilogram about one-person vessel (11)
3 Force a mole up container (7)
4 Granny Smith harbours one question concerning 
handcraft (8)
5 Wanders but remains about right (6)
6 Part cockroach, I’m eradicated by fire-breathing monster 
(7)
7 Starts to pen heartfelt, intimate letter (3)
8 Plant fine cat, reportedly (9)
12 Belittles 3 X 6 crumpled sail (English, small) (11)
13 Bags rifles after meeting of rugby players (9)
15 Come here and maybe zap A1 hay (4,4)
17 They beat others but are miserable winners (7)
19 Wash over No 1’s ore (7)
20 Scared of a tattered state (6)
22 Cavity develops from fault over America (5)
24 Jumper for limited stable boy (3)
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JDE
The Original South African

CRYPTIC 
CROSSWORD

JDE 170

For more information 
contact Sheila Hicks 083 442 3322 .

63 High Street
046 622 3241

Great Big G’town Week
community@grocotts.co.za

For church 
Notices 

and weekly 
events turn 
to page 14

For church 
notices please 

go to 
bit.ly/GrocChurNo

Mondays
GRAHAMSTOWN BRIDGE
6.30pm at Grahamstown Bowling 
Club. Duplicate Bridge. Contact 
Sheila Hicks 083 442 3322 .

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING
7.30pm at Trinity Presbyterian 
Church. Learn Scottish Country 
Dancing in a friendly social 
setting. Beginners welcome. 
Contact Jennifer Williams 
084 589 7149

Tuesdays
SENIORS BRIDGE AND TEA 
2pm at Christ Church Speke 
Street. Come and boost your 
weekly bridge. Join our 10 to 20 
cheerful, friendly players. Cost 
R10 per person per week. Contact 
Maureen 046 622 5215.

Thursdays
GRAHAMSTOWN BRIDGE CLUB
1.30pm at Grahamstown Bowling 
Club. Duplicate Bridge. Contact 
Sheila Hicks 083 442 3322 .

63 High Street
046 622 3241

Grahamstown
Weekly What’s On

See more events on our online calendar at 
http://www.grocotts.co.za/grocotts-mail-diary/

Like us on facebook
https://www.facebook.

com/grocotts/
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SETTLER CITY TOYOTA
69 Beaufort Street, P O Box 325, Grahamstown, 

Tel: (046) 622 2328 / 622 2031 / 622 7017, Fax: (046) 622 8200  

TANYA ROSSOUW  - SALES MANAGER  
071 158 0461

ASHLEY LANGSON - 082 865 4219
RODNEY WANCKEL - 081 492 5474

AYANDA YOLANI - 073 648 0716

Please visit our New and/or Pre-owned Showroom at 69 Beaufort Street, 
Grahamstown and come and meet our friendly Sales team to view or 
test  drive any of our range of vehicles. Also feel free to contact us on 
any of the numbers below. If you can’t come to us - we come to you!

DEMOS - PASSENGER AND COMMERCIAL VEHICLES
Please do not hesitate to contact us should you be interested in 
an Automark Toyota Demo Model. Passenger or Commercial

PRE-APPROVED PASSENGER AND COMMERCIAL 
VEHICLES
2018 TOYOTA FORTUNER 2.8 GD-6 4X4 6mt  R569 900.00
2018  TOYOTA YARIS 1.5 SPORT   R269 900.00
2018 TOYOTA AVANZA 1.5 SX    R239 900.00
2017 TOYOTA HILUX SC 2.8 GD-6 RB Raider  R349 900.00
2017 TOYOTA COROLLA 1.6 (K04)   R192 500.00
2016 TOYOTA RAV 4 2.2 D GX AWD   R379 900.00
2016 TOYOTA FORTUNER 3.0 D-4D RB 4x4 MAN R359 900.00
2015 ISUZU KB 300 D-TEQ LX P/U S/C   R265 500.00
2015  TOYOTA AURIS 1.6 XR (18X)   R229 900.00
2014 TOYOTA HILUX SC 2.5 D-4D 4x4 SRX  R259 900.00
2013 TOYOTA COROLLA 1.3P Prof 6m   R145 900.00
2013 HONDA CRV 2.4 Elegance A/T   R219 900.00
2012  TOYOTA FORTUNER 3.0 D-4D 4x4 5m  R309 900.00
2012 TOYOTA YARIS ZEN 3 ACS   R129 900.00
2012 TOYOTA FORTUNER 2.5 D-4D RB 5m  R259 900.00
2011  TOYOTA HILUX 3.0 D-4D 4X4 X/Cab  R249 900.00
2010 TOYOTA FORTUNER 3.0 D4D 4x4 Manual R249 900.00
2010 ISUZU KB300 D-TEX LX E/CAB 4X4 S/C  R168 900.00

My Garden

1 Cromwell Street, Grahamstown
Tel: 046 622 6069

FOR ALL YOUR GARDEN REQUIREMENTS
Trees •Pots •Compost/potting soil •Shrubs

Water features •Seedlings •Garden Ornaments 
Fertilizers •Garden Furniture •Tea Gardenunnyside 

Garden Centre

By LINDANI DONYELI
Since November 2018, the Albany Horticultural 
Society has been collecting seeds to provide to 
the members of the community that want to grow 
their gardens but cannot afford to buy the seeds. 
This initiative was inspired by the weekly “My 
Garden” column, in which community members 
with gardens are showcased. 

Grocott’s Mail were approached to gather 
members of the community who’s gardens had 
previously been featured in the “My Garden” 
column, so that the Horticultural Society could 
hand over the seeds that they had gathered. This 
was done to motivate them on Vukuzenzele.

Heather Surridge, the Chairperson of the Albany 
Horticultural Society, was happy to share the 
passion of gardening with the community. ”We 
want to help others so that they can be able to set 
a good example in the community and share the 
gift of gardening with each other.”

The families and members of the community 
thanked the Horticultural Society for giving them 
the seeds; they believe that they will not have to 
worry about seeds anymore for quite some time. 
Each member received 14 packets of different 
seeds to plant. They also thanked Grocott’s Mail 
for showcasing their gardens, and helping them 
receive the seeds from the society.

Surridge was grateful that the seeds were able 
to be collected by the community members and 
their families, and that they will be used to grow 
their gardens. 

Malcom Southey, the owner of Sunnyside 
Garden Centre, said, “I am so happy that other 
people can can inspired by what we are doing. 
I hope more people can come forward to give 
whatever they can to build our communities, and 
it is our aim to give hope to those who need and 
encourage them to plant more so that they can be 
able to put food on the table”. 

Members of the community gather to receive the seeds gathered by the Albany Horticultural Society. 
From left to right: Malcolm Southey (from Sunnyside Garden), Nontinam Thezani, Sally Koei, Mavis 
Njadayi, Advierrre Elsich (treasurer of the Horticultural Society), Khunjulwa Mangi, Lindiwe Kulati, and 
Heather Surridge (Chairperson of the Horticultural Society). Photo: Lindani Donyeli

Grey	water’s	missing	link
STAFF REPORTER

Funneling down the 
drains of your house eve-
ry day and night is one of 

the most valuable resources 
in the ongoing fight against 
high water-usage. It’s called 
grey water and it has a range 
of benefits, including reducing 
the need to use precious rain 
water and saving on house-
hold water bills. Grey water 
is highly usable for everything 
from watering the garden to 
flushing toilets.

South Africa is a water-
scarce country with water 
restrictions, high tariffs and 
fixed charges a part of eve-
ryday life. To manage water 
consumption, it’s up to each 
and every one of us to fulfil 
our moral obligation and save 
as much of this precious re-
source as we can. We do not 
have to be global environmen-
talists out to save the world; 
the least we can do is be home 
eco warriors with something 
as simple as the AquaFunnel.

To use grey water success-
fully, it has to be captured in 
great quantities. Consider 
a bucket in the shower. For 
that bucket to catch 100% of 

the used shower water, 
it needs to cover the 
entire floor area of 
the shower. Not 
very likely if 
you’re using a 
standard hand-
held bucket.

The alterna-
tive to the “bucket 
parade”, and the 
best way to ensure you catch 
as much grey water as pos-
sible, is to let your home’s 
plumbing system do the work 
for you. Through drains and 
outlet pipes, your home’s 
plumbing system is built to 
collect grey water. The trick is 
to divert the grey water it col-
lects before it becomes waste 
water further down the line.

AquaFunnel is designed 
to divert grey water from 
outlet pipes effectively at a 
very low cost. AquaFunnel’s 
tight-fitting nozzle seals the 
space between the funnel and 
the outlet pipe ensuring the 
maximum amount of grey 
water is collected for re-use. 
It is adaptable to different 
pipe sizes, and attaches to a 
standard clip-on garden hose 
for you to water your plants 

guilt-free.
To use AquaFun-
nel, locate an 

outlet pipe 
outside your 
house. Cut 
the AquaFun-
nel at the line 

marking that 
corresponds to 

the size of the pipe. 
Unscrew the inspection 

cover from the pipe elbow, 
fold and insert the wide end 
of the AquaFunnel into the 
inspection hole. Twist the fun-
nel until it moves freely, pull 
it to create a seal and you’re 
done. Now you have a direct 
link from your grey water out-
let pipe to your garden, or any 
other container.

With AquaFunnel, you 
can reduce water bills and 
your impact on the country’s 
strained water sources. It’s af-
fordable, adjustable and reus-
able.

Truly, the missing link in 
the fight against high water-
usage.

Call 076 423 1755 | Email 
info@aquafunnel.com |

Web https://www.facebook.
com/aquafunnel/

WIN AN AQUAFUNNEL GREY WATER-SAVING DEVICE 
Aquafunnel and Grocott’s Mail are giving away three of these smart and 

simple grey water-saving devices. For the chance to win one, email 
community@grocotts.co.za. 

In the subject line, write “AquaFunnel giveaway”. 
In the body of the email, include your full name, physical address and phone 

number, as well as your best water-saving tip. 
Closing date: Midday on Wednesday 20 February.

The easy, cost-effective way to catch grey 
water before it’s too late.
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MARAWU VUYANI MIKE 
uhlala kwa 65 Nkomo 
Street, Ext 9, Grahamstown 
ungcwatywa ngoMgqibelo 
umhla we 16 February 
2019.
QAKAMFANA ZIPHOZIHLE 
EDWARD uhlala kwa 
10730 Eluxolweni Loc, 
Grahamstown ungcwatywa 
ngoMgqibelo umhla we 16 
February 2019. 
KOMOSE PHIKISILE 
JOHNSON uhlala kwa 
43 Ndlazi Street, Ext 9, 
Grahamstown ungcwatywa 
ngoMgqibelo umhla we 16 
February 2019. 
NCANYWA NONKULULEKO 
EVELYN uhlala kwa 
20 Qaqa Street, Ext 9, 
Grahamstown ungcwatywa 
ngoMgqibelo umhla we 16 
February 2019. 
PLAATJIE NORA REGINA 
uhlala eSevenfountains 
Farm, Grahamstown 
ungcwatywa ngoMgqibelo 
umhla we 16 February 
2019. 
KELELE MXOLISI JOHN 
uhlala kwa 5404 Hlalani 
Loc, Grahamstown 
ungcwatywa ngoMgqibelo 
umhla we 16 February 
2019. 
KWENXE LUNGISWA 
JEANETTE uhlala kwa 
4754 Ext 7, Grahamstown 
ungcwatywa ngoCawa 
umhla we 17 February 
2019. 
MANYATI KHULULEKILE 
uhlala kwa 1215 Runeli 
Drive, Port Alfred 
ungcwatywa ngoMgqibelo 
umhla we 16 February 
2019. 
MAPAPU MZIMASI uhlala 
kwa 1742 Mbenga Street, 
Port Alfred ungcwatywa 
ngoMgqibelo umhla we 16 
February 2019. 
KAMENI MTHUTHUZELI 
HAROLD uhlala kwa 903 
Gwala Street, Port Alfred 
ungcwatywa ngoMgqibelo 
umhla we 16 February 
2019. 
QOKOSE MZWANE uhlala 
eKapriver Kleinemond, 
Port Alfred ungcwatywa 
ngoMgqibelo umhla we 16 
February 2019. 
QAKAMFANA ZIPHOZIHLE 
EDWARD uhlala kwa 1570 
Calata Street, Port Alfred 
ungcwatywa ngoCawa 
umhla we 17 February 
2019. 

Funerals arranged by  
Siyakubonga 

Funeral Services. 
6 Cobden Street 

Grahamstown 
Tel: 087 357 7047

Please go and 
our facebook page, all 

notices available on every 
week.

Siyakubonga
Funeral
Services

Funeral

Notices

2. ANNOUNCEMENT

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS, 
PROTEA GROUP. Drinking 
problem – get help from us! 
Meetings 7.30pm, Monday 
night at the Princess Alice Girl 
Guide Hall, African Street, opp 
BP Garage. 

www.grocotts.co.za

REWARD OFFERED! R5 000 
for return of A4 hard cover 
black notebook with red spine, 
containing notes and diagrams, 
stolen from car in Kingswood 
area on night of Wednesday 30 
January. Hand in to Grocotts for 
reward. No questions asked.

3. SALES & SERVICES

Furniture
2ND HAND HOUSE. High 
Street. Buyers & Sellers. 
Quality furniture, antiques, 
removals. Contact: 
073 470 6105

Pets

FAIRBAIRN 
KENNELS

& CATTERY
Cell:   082 552 3829 
Tel   : 046 622 3527

For Well Cared-for, 
Happy Pets

15 February 2019

Thank You
To the doctors, nursing 
staff, caterers, cleaners 

and all others at FI, Settlers 
Hospital: Words cannot 

express my gratitude I have for 
your care and support I have 
received during my stay over 

the last two weeks. My heartfelt 
thanks to you all.

To my family and friends: 
thank you for all the calls, 

messages, visits, flowers, food 
and everything that you have 
done for me during my illness 

and recovery. Through the 
Grace of the Almighty, I am 

regaining my health and well 
on my way to a full recovery. 

You are all dear to me and my 
heart is overflowing with love 
and gratitude for all your love 

and support.

My heartfelt thanks to you all.
Best Wishes and love, 

Eugene de Souza

1. Child Welfare SA, 
Grahamstown is looking for 
the biological father of
CHUMANI NAZO born 
20/11/2003. Thozama 
Nazo born 15/06/1970 
is the biological mother 
of the above mentioned 
child Please could anyone 
with information contact 
Shade Tobias, Social 
Worker at Child Welfare 
Grahamstown SA on 
046 636 1355.
2. Child Welfare SA, 
Grahamstown is looking for 
the biological father of
LERATO TSHUNUNGWA 
born 27/05/2001. The 
biological mother, 
Nomalungisa 
Tshunungwa born 
27/09/1985 is deceased. 
Please could anyone 
with information contact 
Shade Tobias, Social 
Worker at Child Welfare 
Grahamstown SA on 
046 636 1355.
3. Child Welfare SA, 
Grahamstown is 
looking for Siyabonga 
Tyeelbooi. Mr Tyeelbooi 
is the biological father of 
LIYABONGA QHOKOSE 
born 20/08/2009. The 
biological mother, 
Lindelwa Qhokhose born 
24/09/1983 is deceased. 
Please could anyone with 
information regarding 
his whereabouts contact 
Shade Tobias, Social 
Worker at Child Welfare 
Grahamstown SA on 
046 636 1355.

4. EMPLOYMENT

FRONTIER AUCTION
 Furniture auction be 
be held at The Scout 

Hall, in African Street, 
Grahamstown. To add 

your items please contact 
Craig on 076 312 3514. 

Auction to start at 10am, 
23 Feb. See you there!

1. Social Worker from 
the Department of 
Social Development is 
looking for the biological 
father of Chulumanco 
Khuhlane. If you have any 
information please contact 
Mrs L.C. Pakati at Social 
Development Grahamstown 
at 046 602 3310.
2. Social Worker from 
the Department of Social 
Development is looking for 
the biological mother of 
Thorn Winston Louw. If you 
have any information please 
contact Mrs L.C. Pakati 
at Social Development 
Grahamstown at 046 602 
3310.
3. Social Worker from 
the Department of Social 
Development is looking 
for the biological father 
of Leoline Nia Joe. If you 
have any information please 
contact Mrs L.C. Pakati 
at Social Development 
Grahamstown at 046 602 
3310.
4. Social Worker from 
the Department of Social 
Development is looking 
for the biological father 
of Ashwin Minnies. If you 
have any information please 
contact Mrs L.C. Pakati 
at Social Development 
Grahamstown at 046 602 
3310.
5. Social Worker from 
the Department of Social 
Development is looking 
for the biological father of 
Likho Kiti. If you have any 
information please contact 
Mrs L.C. Pakati at Social 
Development Grahamstown 
at 046 602 3310.
6. Social Worker from 
the Department of Social 
Development is looking for 
the biological father of Bukho 
Kolosa. If you have any 
information please contact 
Mrs L.C. Pakati at Social 
Development Grahamstown 
at 046 602 3310.
7. Social Worker from 
the Department of Social 
Development is looking 
for the biological father of 
Luthando Ngoqo. If you 
have any information please 
contact Mrs L.C. Pakati 
at Social Development 
Grahamstown at 046 602 
3310.
8. Social Worker from 
the Department of Social 
Development is looking 
for the biological father of 
Mbasa Nxaklal. If you have 
any information please 
contact Mrs L.C. Pakati 
at Social Development 
Grahamstown at 046 602 
3310.
9. Social Worker from 
the Department of Social 
Development is looking 
for the biological father of 
Vuyolwethu Bhobhotyana. 
If you have any information 
please contact Mrs 
L.C. Pakati at Social 
Development Grahamstown 
at 046 602 3310.

10. Social Worker from 
the Department of Social 
Development is looking 
for the biological father 
of Sibulele Molly. The 
biological father is Sonwabo 
Kutsi.  If you have any 
information please contact 
Mrs N.P. Matakane at Social 
Development Grahamstown 
at 046 602 3305.
11. Social Worker from 
the Department of Social 
Development is looking 
for the biological father 
of Athenkosi Petros. The 
biological father is Galelekile 
Ramncwana.  If you have any 
information please contact 
Mrs N.P. Matakane at Social 
Development Grahamstown 
at 046 602 3305.
12. Social Worker from 
the Department of Social 
Development is looking for 
the biological father of Asali 
and Licebo Kwetani.  If you 
have any information please 
contact Mrs N.P. Matakane 
at Social Development 
Grahamstown at 046 602 
3305.
13. Social Worker from 
the Department of Social 
Development is looking 
for the biological father 
of Sibabalwe Peli.  If you 
have any information please 
contact Mrs N.P. Matakane 
at Social Development 
Grahamstown at 046 602 
3305.
14. Social Worker from 
the Department of Social 
Development is looking 
for the biological father of 
Kwanele Fatyi.  If you have 
any information please 
contact Mrs Z Makeleni 
at Social Development 
Grahamstown at 046 602 
3305.
15. Social Worker from 
the Department of Social 
Development is looking 
for the biological father 
of Sinesipho Wayi.  If you 
have any information please 
contact Mrs Z Makeleni 
at Social Development 
Grahamstown at 046 602 
3305.
16. Social Worker from 
the Department of Social 
Development is looking 
for the biological father 
of Oyisa Mgxotheni.  The 
biological father is Melikhaya 
Tambo. If you have any 
information please contact 
Mrs Z Makeleni at Social 
Development Grahamstown 
at 046 602 3305.

Home Maintenance
MARIUS BARNARD 
PLUMBING& RENOVATIONS
Cell: 0794630872
24 Hours Service
Email: mbholdings01@gmail.
com

For all your Refrigeration 
Air Conditioning &

Electrical requirements
PLEASE CALL WILLIAM

083 427 4350
William@reedselectrocool.co.za

Services Offered

DIGS TO DIGS REMOVALS
Furniture Removals
( local & national), 
Deliveries & Daily Refuse 
Collections. Call /
 WhatsApp: 081 436 9750

GRAHAMSTOWN 
TREEFELLING& GARDEN 
REFUSE REMOVAL
Cell: 079 157 3401
WhatsApp Only: 0712114723
Email: mbholdings01@gmail.
com.Treefelling and stump 
removal. We undercut any 
quote.

Miscellaneous Wanted
Cars and Bakkies wanted
in any condition. Old
Models are welcome too 
Please contact Himat on :
082 722 6183

Do you require a highly 
skilled painter who can 
also plaster walls, lay 

tiles, glaze windows, and 
repair

roofs and gutters? If so, 
phone Patrick Mgqobele 
at 083 929 1317. For a 

recommendation, contact
Mike or Sue at

 046 636 2312 or at
 082 778 1242.

Transport

GRAHAMSTOWN
TREEFELLING & GARDEN 
REFUSE REMOVAL
Loads or bags. 7 days a week. 
Call Marius at 079 157 3401

Cell: 082 857 8167

Alterations, Maintenance,
Precast Walls

LINSLEY BOWLES

Employment Wanted
I AM a Zimbabwean man 
looking for a job. I once 
worked as a saleman. I can 
do painting, gardening, wait-
ering and shop assistance. I 
aslo have basic knowledge in 
home nursing. Contact Brian 
084 625 0886

I AM looking for a job as a 
cleaner, housekeeper or any 
related to babysitting and 
caregiver. I am a honest, 
hardworking domestic worker 
and dedicated lady. I am very 
dependable and trustworthy. 
Please call Gladys N Adam 
if you need any further 
infomation on 072 766 1921

I AM a Zimbabwean lady look-
ing for part time jobs like clean-
ing, laundry and baby sitting 
and old age caring. Also shop 
assistance and waitressing. 
Contact Vimbai 084 625 0886.

I AM looking for work as a 
domestic working. Contact 
Siphokazi Mpako on 074 025 
7604.

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINE: 

Wednesday @ 4pm
Contact: 

046-603 7111



8. LEGALS

Estate Late
NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS 
IN DECEASED 

ESTATE
In the Estate of the Late 
MDLANA PAUL KOLITI, 
Identity Number 320305 
5145 087, who died on 5th 
February 2018, who was a 
widower, and who resided 
at 91/100 Extension 5, 
Grahamstown, 6139

Estate Number:249/2019
Master of the High Court, 

Grahamstown

All persons having claims 
against the abovementioned 
estate are hereby called 
upon to file their claims with 
the undermentioned within 
30 (thirty) days from date of 
publication hereof.

BRENDA CAMPBELL 
ATTORNEYS

87 High Street
Grahamstown

6139
Telephone Number

046 622 2757
Email: 

legal@brendacampbell.
co.za

ESTATE LATE
In the ESTATE OF THE LATE 
UNA SYDNEY DENISON 
WILMOT, Identity Number 
291011 0030 085, who died 
on the 2nd September 2014, 
who was unmarried.

Last Address:
Frail Care, Somerset Place, 
Lucas Avenue, Grahamstown

Estate Number: 
022081/2014

The First and Final Liquidation 
and Distribution Account in 
the abovementioned Estate 
will lie for inspection at 
the offices of the Master's 
Office, 5 Bathurst Street, 
Grahamstown, for a period of 
21 (TWENTY-ONE) days from 
the 15th February 2019.

DOLD & STONE INC
10 African Street
GRAHAMSTOWN

6139

ESTATE LATE
In the Estate of the late 
SYBIL ROUTLEDGE, Identity 
Number 390609 0304 085 
of 15 Lawrence Street, 
Grahamstown 6139, who 
was born on the 9th June 
1939 and who died at 
Grahamstown on the 1st 
January 2019

Estate Number: 
00271/2019

All persons being indebted 
to, or having claims against 
the above Estate are hereby 
called upon to lodge their 
claims with and pay their 
debts to the undersigned 
within THIRTY (30) DAYS from 
the date of the publication 
hereof.

WHEELDON, RUSHMERE & 
COLE

Attorneys for Executrix
119 High Street

GRAHAMSTOWN
Tel No: 046 622 7005

SL Froneman/rmc

Employment Offered

ASSOCIATION FOR 
PERSONS WITH  

PHYSICAL DISABILITIES
IQUMRHU 

LABAKHUBAZEKILEYO

The Association for Persons 
with Physical Disabilities – 

Makana  based in Makhanda/
Grahamstown,  invites 

applications for a qualified 
and registered 

SOCIAL AUXILIARY 
WORKER

 to work part time. 
Essential requirements: 

proof of qualification; proof of 
registration with the national 
body for Social Work; Police 
Clearance certificate; fluent 

in English and isiXhosa; 
computer literate and 

experience working in a team.

Please email your CV 
together with the above 

documentation, with 2 current 
contactable referees to 

apdgrahamstown@yahoo.
com or deliver to APD office 
in GADRA building, Cobden 
Street, behind the Settler’s 

Day Hospital, by 12 noon on 
the 28 February, 2019. 

For enquiries
 Tel: 046 622 5359. 

If you do not hear from APD 
within 2 weeks after the closing 

date above, consider your 
application unsuccessful.
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CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINE: 
Wednesday 

@ 4pm
Contact: 

046-603 7111

Like our Facebook 
page and join the 

conversation! 
www.facebook.com/

grocotts

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR PERSONS TO BE APPOINTED 
AS VOLUNTARY MEMBERS TO THE MAKANA

MUNICIPAL PLANNING TRIBUNAL

CLOSING DATE: 18 MARCH 2019

In terms of the Spatial Planning and Land Use Management Act, 16 of 2013, the Makana 
Municipality hereby call for nominations for members of the public to be appointed to the 
Makana Municipal Planning Tribunal for its first term of office.
Function of the Municipal Planning Tribunal

To consider and formulate the decisions regarding all land development applications sub-
mitted in terms of Section 15 of the Spatial Planning and Land Use Management Regula-
tions.

The period of office of members will be five years calculated from the date of appointment 
of such members by the Makana Municipality.
Nominees must be persons registered with the professional bodies contemplated in section 
34(1)(b) – (g) of the By-law on Municipal Spatial Planning & Land Use Planning, 2015, 
who have leadership qualities and who have knowledge and experience of spatial planning, 
land use management and land development or the law related thereto in the following 
professions:
I. Town Planning 
II. Engineering 
III. Land Surveying 
IV. Environmental & Heritage 
V. Legal 

Application forms are available in Makana: LED & Panning Directorate. Failure to comply 
with may result in the disqualification of the nomination. 

Nominations must be sent to:
The Municipal Manager
Makana Local Municipality
P.O. Box 176
GRAHAMSTOWN; 6140
For Attention: Mr. Moppo Mene
For Enquiries: S. Jonas 
Tel 046 603 6123

M MENE
MUNICIPAL MANAGER

GENERAL VALUATION ROLL 2018 - 2023
INVITATION TO PUBLIC PARTICIPATION MEMBERS

Makana Municipality would like to invite you to attend public participation meetings, where 
the Certified General Valuation Roll will be explained in detail. Makana Local Municipality 
has released the final General Valuation Roll for all properties within its jurisdiction in ac-
cordance with the Municipality Property rates Act of 2004.

VENUE TARGETED RESIDENTS DATE TIME
City Hall Stakeholders/Businesses and Rate 

Payers
18 February 
2019

17H30

Noluthando Hall Rate Payers 19 February 
2019

17H30

Indoor Sports 
Centre

Rate Payers 20 February 
2019

17H30

Riebeeck East Rate Payers/Businesses 21 February 
2019

17H30

Alicedale Rate Payers/Businesses 21 February 
2019

17H30

Recreation Hall Rate Payers 25 February 
2019

17H30

Mr M MENE
MUNICIPAL MANAGER

SAC takes
cricket
victory
STAFF REPORTER
The St Andrew’s College Crick-
et Club travelled to Queens-
town for their annual cricket 
fixtures against Queens Col-
lege, on Saturday 9 February.
In the first team match, 
Queens won the toss and had 
little hesitation in electing to 
bat first. The St Andrew’s side 
picked up some early wick-
ets using the swinging condi-
tions. However, it was spin-
ners, Chris Poole and Nicholas 
Frances who did the damage 
in bowling Queens out for 99 
runs. Chris Poole picked up 5 
wickets for 14 runs and Nicho-
las Frances 3 wickets for 21 
runs.
St Andrew’s approached the 
run chase in a mature fashion 
winning by 7 wickets. Sam 
Francis led from the front with 
an organized 31 not out.

Alex Road 
success
STAFF REPORTER
The Kingswood College girls’ 
first team water polo travelled 
to Port Elizabeth for the Alex-
ander Road water polo festi-
val over the weekend of 9-10 
February. It was a busy two 
days with the team playing 11 
matches in total. The strength 
of the opposition varied, but 
it was an ideal opportunity to 
work on patterns of play and 
combinations for St Peter’s 
tournament later in February 
in Johannesburg.

Kingswood won nine of 
their 11 matches, drew one 
and lost one. The team worked 
well together nicely and there 
were some excellent attacks 
where they were able to use 
their awareness and commu-
nication in the pool to score. 
The Kingswood defence was 
solid. All the players, except 
for the goalkeeper, contribut-
ed to Kingswood’s impressive 
66 total goals scored at the 
festival.

A highlight was the match 
against Collegiate, which 
Kingswood won by A win of 
5-3. Kingswood are hoping to 
repeat this sort of performance 
at St Peter’s.

Like us on facebook
https://www.facebook.com/grocotts/
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Parkrun #229 
The 229th edition of the Makhanda (Grahamstown) Parkrun 
took place on Saturday 9 February. Here are the top finishers 
from the event: 
1. Thoko Sipungu - 20:10 (M) 
2. Sylvester Jeffries - 22:36 (M) 
3. Michael du Preez - 22:39 (M) 
4. Unknown - Information not collected 
5. Kennedy Khuzwayo Simango - 23:21 (M) 
6. Elisa Kirigin - 23:50 (F) 
7. Andrew Jelley - 24:15 (M) 
8. Thobela Sambane - 24:17 (M) 
9. Unknown - Information not collected 
10. Dylan Bowker - 25:17 (M)

By LEON COETZEE and  
CHESLEY DANIELS

The Grahamstown Crick-
et Board (GCB) and 
Makhanda (Grahams-

town) are ready to host this 
year’s edition of the Cricket 
South Africa (CSA) Rural 
Week. Makhanda will host 
this prestigious event for the 
first time since 2006, 13 years 
ago. The CSA  Rural Week will 
take place from 21-25 Febru-
ary 2019, with the Opening 
Ceremony taking place on 
20 February and Closing Cer-
emony on 25 February.

Local Cricket Clubs will 
host two to three games over 
the duration of the week. 
Clubs will have the opportu-
nity to showcase their venues, 
which might lead to future 
use of their facilities from the 
other unions in the GCB. The 
rich history of the GCB and 
its clubs underlines its Rural 
Status.

Rural Cricket,  previously 
known as Country Districts 
Cricket has deep roots in the 
Grahamstown Cricket Board 
District. 

A huge number of cricket-
ers from the area represented 
Eastern Province Country 
Districts on various occasions 
and ultimately got selected 
for the South African Eleven. 
Claude Pittaway, Lorrie Wil-
mot, Sean Long, Cuan King, 
Craig Handley, David Duncan, 
Wayne Wiblen, Melvin Dan-
iels, Asi Bhudaza and most re-
cently Brandon Handley have 

all been selected for greater 
honours. Norman Elliott, Pe-
ter Wilmot along with Ebben 
Hufkie from the Karroo Re-
gion served Rural Cricket in 
the Pre- and Post-unification 
era. Norman Elliot has served 
RCSA for over 25 years as an 
executive member.

“Besides our Water and 
electricity issues, I think Gra-
hamstown, with its many res-
taurants and pubs, is ready to 
host more than 200 visitors 
coming to town,” said Leon 
Coetzee, the Chairperson of 
EP Rural Cricket. “The East-
ern Province Grahamstown 
side, under the leadership of 
Brandon Handley, is a well-
balanced outfit and can pro-
duce quality cricket to win 
this event.”

The week brings together 
the best Rural Cricketers 
from across South Africa. For 
some of these players, a week 
of this stature could be the 
springboard of a professional 
cricketing career. 

Players such as Dale Steyn, 
Lance Klusener, Kyle Abbott, 
Dean Elgar, Asi Bhudaza and 
lately Ferisco Adams all start-
ed their careers in the Rural 
setup.

The tournament will be 
played over five days; four 
days of 50 over cricket and 
day five will have T20 games. 
Ten teams will be divided into 
two sections - five teams per 
section, playing cross-pool 
games.

The Eastern Province 

By CHRIS TOTOBELA
It was a good weekend for 
football fans in Makhanda 
(Grahamstown), as they en-
joyed local football after a 
long break. 

Makana LFA organised a 
pre-season tournament over 
the weekend of 9-10 Febru-
ary, to allow the teams to test 
their squads and to give play-
ers a chance to stake their 
claim in the starting line ups.

All the local teams took 
part except for the SAB 
league teams. 

This tournament was 
played on a knockout basis 
and there was no extra time 
as the games that finished in 
a draw went straight to pen-
alties. 

Teams displayed some 
good football although most 
of the players seemed to be 
struggling a little bit with fit-
ness.

As the teams fell by the 
wayside, the tournament 
reaches the semi final stage. 

The semis will take place 
over the upcoming week-
end, where Love and Peace 
will take on Young Killers 
in the first semi final while 
Sakhulutsha awaits a winner 
between Newtown City and 
Makana Pillars.

The two final spots were be 
decided on Saturday but the 
first game of the day at mid-
day will see Newtown City 
locking horns with Makana 
Pillars. 

This match will be fol-
lowed by the Love and Peace 
versus Killers game.

Makana LFA executive 
member Afika Adam was hap-
py with the proceedings and 
confirmed that the two teams 
that will contest the final will 
represent Makhanda in the 
SAPS tournament that will 
take place on the 23 Febru-
ary against other teams from 
around Makhanda.

“It will be up to them to 
play the final to have an over-
all winner or not but both 
finalists will represent us in 
this upcoming tournament,” 
said Adam.

This proved to be a good 
exercise for our local sides 
as they are preparing for the 
srart of the league which 
might be mid March. 

In another clash of the 
weekend, City Pirates hosted 
Leeds from Alexandria in 
their SAB league encounter. 

Pirates collected maxi-
mum points as they eased 
past their opponents by three 
goals to nil.

CSA	Rural	week	
heads	to	town

Brandon Handley will captain the EP Rural cricket side, when they 
take part in the Cricket South Africa Rural Week in Makhanda over 
the week of 21-25 February. Photo: Supplied

Cricket Union Region will 
have two teams in this Tour-
nament namely, EP Rural 
(Makhanda) and EP Midlands 
(Karoo). St Andrew’s College, 
Graeme College, Rhodes Uni-
versity, Sidbury, Southwell, 
Cuylerville, Salem, Manleys 
Flats, and Port Alfred (Stand-

by) will be the venues set up 
to host the titanic battles. 
The team with most points 
will ultimately win the week. 
At the end of the week, a Ru-
ral Cricket SA Eleven will be 
selected to participate in the 
Future Cup to be held in Kim-
berly in April 2019.

Rhodes brace for Varsity Shield
By STEPHEN KISBEY-GREEN

Another year of univer-
sity rugby kicks off on 
Monday 18 February, 

with the start of the 2019 FNB 
Varsity Shield tournament 
coming on Monday 18 Febru-
ary. This will be the third year 
in a row that Rhodes Universi-
ty will be participating in the 
competition, having won their 
promotion/relegation match 
against the University of Zu-
luland at the end of 2018.

Rhodes has had a run of 
bad luck in the competition 
since their first year in 2017. 
They have finished at the 
bottom of the table in both 
seasons up until now, having 
failed to secure a single win 
in last year’s regular season 
competition. This year, how-
ever, they intend to use the 
new expertise gained from 
incoming Sports Administra-
tor, Frans Mamabolo, to earn 
a few more victories.

“2019 is still going to be 
the year of building Rhodes 
Sport, and Rugby is one of 
the sport codes that we ear-
marked to make big changes 
moving forward,” said Mama-
bolo. “The Division of Student 
Affairs and Sport Administra-
tion have put their resources 
in support of the team for this 
year’s shield campaign.”

Mamabolo, who was previ-
ously involved with the sports 
programme at the University 
of Cape Town (UCT) which 
takes part in the Varsity Cup 
competition each year, is con-
fident that the players will 
give their all in this year’s 
Varsity Shield season. “We are 
expecting that they will com-
pete for Rhodes University 
and they will do their outmost 
best to win all their games, or 
at least get a podium posi-
tion.”

The Rhodes team will get 
their campaign underway on 
Monday 18 February, when 
they travel to the Howard 
College rugby stadium to take 
on the University of KwaZulu 
Natal (UKZN). 

Rhodes hosted UKZN in 
2018, in what ended as a 
0-48 defeat for the home side, 
however they will not let that 
distract them from getting 
the best possible start to their 
2019 season.

The remainder of the Rho-
des season will see them 
take on the University of Fort 
Hare (UFH) on 21 February, 
Nelson Mandela Univeristy 
(NMU, Madibaz) on 25 Feb-
ruary, Walter Sisulu Univer-
sity (WSU) on 4 March, the 
Tshwane University of Tech-
nology (TUT) on 11 March, 

Rhodes University captain, Joshua Parsons, runs onto the field 
in the last preparation match ahead of the 2019 Varsity Shield 
season. Photo: Daniel Goldberg

and the Cape Peninsula Uni-
versity of Technology (CPUT) 
on 18 March, with their bye 
week coming in the last round 
of the regular season.

“We at Sports Administar-
tion, we are behind you boys, 

and we know that you have it 
in you to make us proud. You 
carry the hopes of all of us 
here at Rhodes. Go out there 
and do your best, but most 
importantly enjoy it whilst it 
lasts,” said Mamabolo.

LFA pre-season 
up and running

KNOW THE SCORE

Sidbury take a two 
wicket victory
By CHESLEY DANIELS
The Sidbury First Cricket side 
edged Willows with a narrow 
two-wicket win in a titanic 
battle on Saturday 9 February 
in their Grahamstown Cricket 
Board (GCB) First League en-
counter. Sidbury hosted the 
match, which could have gone 
either way over the course of 
the day.

In hot weather conditions 
and on a very “tricky wicket”, 
the visitors batted first and 
did well to post a target of 
180 runs. With the assistance 
of the wicket, the bowlers had 
a feast with the ball. Bryce 
Howarth (4/30 (7)), Greg 
Evans (2/23 (7)) and Jason 
Howarth (2/21 (60)) bowled 
on target with accurate bowl-
ing. Willows started off well 
and lost wickets regularly 
thereafter. Melville Daniels 
(29), Pieter George (25), Ab-
ner Accom (16) and Winston 
Johnson (16) all tried their 

best with the bat in very dif-
ficult batting conditions.

The Willows bowlers start-
ed off in great fashion and 
caused the Sidbury batsmen 
trouble. 

Willows looked to have 
clinched the game when Sid-
bury were 60/6 at a stage, but 
they missed out on a few op-
portunities. It was the patient 
batting of Hugh Oxenham 
(65*) and Archie Chirinda 
(32) who stood firm. It went 
down to a interesting and 
nail-biting finish. Cole Wes-
sels (3/42 (10)), Winston 
Johnson (2/13 (10)), Mel-
ville Daniels (2/42 (10)) and 
Chesley Daniels (1/21 (10)), 
all performed extremely well 
with the ball. In the end, Sid-
bury took their chances and 
deserved the win, scoring 
181/8, and a two-wicket vic-
tory.

See full story on 
www.grocotts.co.za



HIGHLIGHTS
Proteas vs Sri Lanka 
A maiden career century by captain 
Dané van Niekerk laid the foundation 
for the Proteas Women to make a 
strong start to their three-match 
One-Day International Series against 
Sri Lanka with a narrow seven-run 
win in Potchefstroom on Monday 10 
February. The South Africa captain 
struck 102 off 117 balls (5 fours, 1 six) 
at Senwes Park. The Proteas clinched 
the series on Thursday 14 February in 
30-run victory in Potchefstroom. 
 
Pro14 
Round 15 of the Guinness Pro14 kicks 
off after a bye weekend, with the Isuzu 
Southern travel to Cork in Ireland to 
take on Munster on Friday night. The 
Kings suffered an agonising defeat to 
the Toyota Cheetahs two weeks ago, 
losing by 40-36 in the last couple of 
minutes of the match. The Cheetahs 
will also be in action this weekend, 
when they travel to Galway, Ireland, 
for their match against Connacht on 
Saturday. 
 
Chippa United 
After another victory for the Port 
Elizabeth-based side, Chippa United 
will head into their Nedbank Cup 
round-of-16 encounter against Milano 
United brimming with confidence. 
Chippa defeated the Free State Stars by 
two goals to nil in their PSL encounter 
in Bloemfontein, and will host Milano 
for their knockout match on Saturday. 
 
Men’s Proteas 
The South African Men’s Cricket side 
move from their successful hosting 
of Pakistan, to hosting a tour from Sri 
Lanka in a series of Test, ODI and T20 
matches. The opening game of the 
tour sees the Proteas host Sri Lanka at 
the Kingsmead Oval in Durban, from 
Wednesday 13 February to Sunday 
17 February. The Proteas went into 
bat first, and were bowled out on 
day one. They bowled Sri Lanka out 
by tea on day two, and their second 
innings continues today. The second 
test will be played at the Wanderers in 
Johannesburg, starting on Sunday 3 
March. 
 
Super Rugby 
The much-anticipated return of 
Vodacom Super Rugby comes this 
weekend, with all four of South Africa’s 
franchises taking part in round one of 
the competition. The Sharks and Lions 
will start their campaigns with away 
matches in Singapore and Buenes 
Aires respectively, when they take on 
the Sunwolves and the Jaguares on 
Saturday. In between those matches, 
the Bulls will host the Stormers in 
their grudge derby match, in a reverse 
fixture of the #SuperHeroSunday 
encounter two weeks ago.

SPORTS DIARY
THURSDAY 14 FEBRUARY 
WATER POLO 
• Graeme College, Kingswood College and St 
Andrew’s College at Oakhill Festival (Knysna): First 
team - 14-17 February 
• St Andrew’s College and Kingswood College at 
Pitcairn Cup Tournament (Reddam): U14 A - 14-17 
February 
 
FRIDAY 15 FEBRUARY 
ATHLETICS 
• Archie Mbolekwa and Kingswood College at the 
Sarah Baartman Championships - Westbourne 
Oval, PE 
 
BASKETBALL 
• St Andrew’s College: 10:00 - Boys-U16 
A v Enjabulweni Independent School; 13:00 
- Boys-U16 A v St Benedict’s College; 17:00 
- Boys-U16 A v Maritzburg College 
 
SQUASH 
• Kingswood College at Dave Hodgson Invitational 
festival 
 

TENNIS 
• Knowling Shield: Graeme College vs St Andrew’s 
College - 2nd team, 3rd team, U15 A and U15 B 
teams. 
• DSG: U13 A and U11 A vs Port Alfred (DSG) 
• Kingswood College: Girls First team vs Collegiate 
 
WATER POLO 
• Graeme College and St Andrew’s College at Oakhill 
Festival (Knysna): First team - 14-17 February 
• St Andrew’s College at Pitcairn Cup Tournament 
(Reddam): U14 A - 14-17 February 
• Kingswood College festival (including DSG) 
 
SATURDAY 16 FEBRUARY 
BASKETBALL 
• St Andrew’s College: First, Second, U15 A, U14 
A and U14 B vs Queen’s College (SAC); 10:00 
- Boys-U16 A v St David’s Marist Inanda; 13:00 
- Boys-U16 A v Falcon College. 
• Kingswood College: Boys vs Grey High; Girls vs 
DSG. 

CRICKET 
• Graeme College Junior: U13 A (Home), U13 B 

(Away), U11 A (Home), U11 B (Away) and U9 A 
(Home) vs Westering. 
• Graeme College vs St Andrew’s College: Firsts, 
Seconds, Thirds, Fourths, Fifths, Sixths, U15 A, U15 
B, U14 A and U14 B (Alternating Graeme and SAC). 
• Kingswood College: Firsts, Seconds, Colts and U14 
A vs Framesby. 
 
WATER POLO 
• Graeme College and St Andrew’s College at Oakhill 
Festival (Knysna): First team - 14-17 February 
• St Andrew’s College at Pitcairn Cup Tournament 
(Reddam): U14 A - 14-17 February 
 
SUNDAY 17 FEBRUARY 
TENNIS 
• Buco Doubles tournament: Graeme College, St 
Andrew’s College and Kingswood College 
 
WATER POLO 
• Graeme College and St Andrew’s College at Oakhill 
Festival (Knysna): First team - 14-17 February 
• St Andrew’s College at Pitcairn Cup Tournament 
(Reddam): U14 A - 14-17 February

View the updated Sports Diary: http://bit.ly/2ljw7Pa
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Ayabulela Ndolomba from Oatlands Prep won the 2019 Holy Cross fun run. The13-year-old Grade 6 displayed great athleticism on his way to the finish line. Photo: 
Lindani Donyeli

By LINDANI DONYELI

On Saturday 2 February, the 
Holy Cross School held its 
annual Country Fair on the 

school grounds, situated on the beau-
tiful Highlands Road. The fair saw 
various activities and stall being set 
up for the community to enjoy.

The day started with a 5km fun 
run along the Highlands road up 
to the old level crossing and back. 
Runners young and old, from dif-
ferent schools, as well as commu-
nity members from all four corners 
of Makhanda (Grahamstown) were 
present. Even the chairperson of the 

Albany Saints and Sinners Multisport 
club, Jaco van Dyk, took part in the 
fun run.

While the runners were out on 
the fun run, parents, staff members 
and the Brothers from the Holy 
Cross School, were busy preparing 
the meals that were to be sold to the 
people. 

Different stalls were set up, giv-
ing out clothes, books, cold drinks, 
cakes, tea and coffee for those who 
were in need.

Pupils from the Diocesan School 
for Girls (DSG) assisted with the 
stalls while others painted faces in 

different characters; spider-man be-
ing the favourite for the children. 
There was also bicycle rides available 
on the day.

Indigenous games were played, in-
cluding upuca and ugqabsie, with the 
parents joining in on the fun with the 
children.

The principal of Holy Cross, Kary 
McConnachie, thanked DSG and St 
Andrew’s College for their support 
to the Fun Run. “It is so much fun 
for the school children to compete 
against other children from other 
schools,” said McConnachie. She also 
give a huge thanks to all the patient 

adult Fun Run participants.
Holy Cross also thanked the spon-

sors who contributed to make the 
Country fair to be successful, includ-
ing Pick n Pay, ABM, Suzi-Q, Tip Top 
Butchery, Best Drive, Fusion and 
Farm Box.

“Our parents support the school 
in a wonderful way,” the Principal 
thanks to everyone who contributed 
money, items or their hard work. “It 
felt like a great team effort,” said Mc-
Connachie.

“It is wonderful to know that Holy 
Cross is supported by so many,” said 
McConnachie.

Holy Cross 
Country 

Fair
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