
APRIL: WORLD AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH TEL: 046 622 8700  
KEVIN 082 772 0400

TEL: 046 622 2950
TIM 082 800 9276

PRE-OWNED

GRAHAMSTOWN    046 622 3914 SALES:     JOHAN 082 566 1046       BRYNMOR 083 502 6706      STEVEN  078 113 3497      

2018 Hyundai Creta 1.6D Exec Auto    R389,900
2017 Hyundai Tucson 2.0 Premium Auto   R329,900
2017 Hyundai i10 1.1 Motion Manual    R129,900
2016 Hyundai Tucson 2.0 Prem Manual   R295,900
2016 Hyundai Accent Hatch 1.6 Fluid    R195,900
2014 Hyundai H100 2.6D Bakkie    R165,900
2014 Hyundai ix35 2.0 Elite Auto    R239,900
2014 Hyundai ix35 2.0 Premium Manual   R229,900

VACANCY 
Receptionist

We are looking for a vibrant and 
energetic Receptionist to join our team at 
Lens Auto Hyundai. Please send through 

CV’s to repairs@lensauto.co.za

We Service and Repair all 
makes & models of vehicles

RMI Accredited 

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

    ANNETTE   082 267 7755    repairs@lensauto.co.za

5  April 2019 • Vol. 149 Issue: 013

SAVE WATER
When you shower put a 
basin in the shower to 
catch the water and then 
you use it to flush your 
toilet.- Stephanie Van 
Vuuren
Send your best water saving 
tip to community@grocotts.
co.za

Your newspaper, FREE OF CHARGE
6SAI shines in medal parade  World Champs for cross-triathlete  

Green Scorpions Eastern Cape boss Div de Villiers (khaki shirt) and to his left, CEO of East Cape Parks and Tourism Agency Vuyani Dayimani join rangers outside the High Court in Grahamstown on 
Wednesday 3 April 2019 after the Ndlovu rhino-poaching gang were sentenced to an effective 25 years imprisonment each. (Other names omitted for security reasons at ECPTA’s request).
 Photo: Sue Maclennan

JUSTICE FOR RHINOS
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EmErgEncy 
numbErs

• Ambulance  10177
• Aids Helpline  0800 012322
• AA Rescue  0800 111997
• Medical Rescue  0800 033007
• GHT Child Welfare  046 636 1355
• Electricity  046 603 6036
  A/H   046 603 6000
• Eskom   086 014 00014
• Fire Brigade  046 622 4444
• Ght Police Station 046 603 9152
• Hi-Tec   046 636 1660
• Raphael Centre  046 622 8831
• SPCA   064 820 8496
• Traffic Services  046 603 6067
• Water   046 603 6136
• Hospice   046 622 9661
• Settlers Hospital 046 602 5000
• Day Hospital  046 622 3033
• Fort England  046 602 2300
• Legal Aid SA  046 622 9350
• Locksmith (Sean Butterworth)
  082 556 9975 or
  046 622 4592
• Guardmed  073 065 6660
 

WE OFFER
• 24hr Monitoring
• Alarm Installations
• Services and repairs to all 
  makes of alarm systems
• Armed Response
• Guards
• Access control (gate 
   automation, intercoms and 
   cameras)
• Electric Fencing
• Cash in Transit

Securing Kenton on Sea/
Bushman's River/Cannon Rocks/

Boknes Areas

For advice or a free quote 
contact André Wille

Tel: 046 636 1667

Securing 
the city for over                                          

25 years

RESPONSES IN 
GRAHAMSTOWN
21/03/2019 – 01/04/2019
House Break-ins - 11
Disturbances - 7
Arrests -   4

PERSONAL 
SAFETY TIPS
Make sure your home is secure, 
and become a member of an 
armed response service. Be sure 
that you know all the emergency 
numbers or have them displayed 
in an accessible area.

Always let someone know where 
you are going and how long you 
will be gone. But think twice 
before advertising your impending 
absence on social media. Criminals 
also have access to Facebook and 
Twitter.

DRIVEN BY PEOPLE
POWERED BY TECHNOLOGY

SAFETY 
TIPS 
FROM
ANDRE
WILLE

FRIDAY	5	APRIL
Rain. Light SSE wind.
Temperature: Min 12°C      Max 15°C 
Tides:						low tides   10:00   22:10
                 high tides   03:54   16:07
 
SATURDAY
Partly cloudy. Moderate easterly wind.
Temperature: Min 12°C      Max 20°C 
Tides:					low tides   10:28   22:36
                high tides   04:21   16:34

SUNDAY
Partly cloudy. Light easterly wind.
Temperature: Min 14°C      Max 24°C 
Tides:			  low tides   10:57   23:03
                 high tides   04:49   17:02

MONDAY
Partly cloudy. Light NNW wind.
Temperature: Min 15°C      Max 28°C 
Tides:								low tides   11:27   23:32
                   high tides   05:18   17:33

TUESDAY
Partly cloudy. Light SSE wind.
Temperature: Min 12°C      Max 24°C 
Tides:								low tide    11:59
                   high tides   05:49   18:06

WEDNESDAY
Partly cloudy. Moderate ENE wind.
Temperature: Min 15°C      Max 30°C
Tides:								low tides   00:04   12:35
                   high tides   06:25   18:44

THURSDAY
Partly cloudy. Light easterly wind.
Temperature: Min 12°C      Max 25°C
Tides:							low tides   00:42   13:19
                  high tides   07:09   19:33

FRIDAY
Cloudy. Light easterly wind.
Temperature: Min 14°C      Max 24°C
Tides:						low tides   01:33   14:23
                 high tides   08:12   20:54

Temperatures and tides were correct 
at the time of going to press

WEATHER AND 
TIDES

046	603	6300WEATHER	&	TIDES

SACP whistle stop in Makana
By STEVEN LANG

The South African Communist 
Party has urged young people 
to vote for the ANC in the up-

coming general elections. SACP Dep-
uty General Secretary, Solly Mapaila, 
made this appeal at a rally held in 
Noluthando Hall on Saturday, say-
ing that, “if you don't vote, you have 
voted for someone (…else)” which is 
in effect a vote of no confidence.

Most of the supporters at the rally 
were clearly not first-time voters - 
underlining Mapaila’s concern about 
motivating the younger citizens.

He pointed out that many ANC 
initiatives that have benefited young 
people “... millions of them at higher 
institutions of learning. We've intro-
duced free education, even at higher 
level”.

Mapaila added, “We are introduc-
ing feeding schemes in poor commu-
nities, in schools to make sure that 
children go to school with something 
and also extended the Social Security 
net”. 

He said that many of the progres-
sive measures introduced by the ANC 
have not been achieved in many de-
veloped countries.

He warned however, that some of 
these successes are at risk if young 
people don’t join the revolution be-
cause “even these victories that we 
have scored can be reversed”.

He encouraged young people to be 
critical, but said they should do so 
from within the party and contribute 
to the change agenda.

Mapaila said the main purpose of 
the SACP visit to Makana was to set 
up and organise a Red Brigade that 
will coordinate day-to-day participa-
tion in the elections campaign. 

The Red Brigades will, according 
to the SACP plan, be central to mobi-
lising voters on election day.

In previous general elections the 
ANC has always done well in the 
Makana area so it is not surprising 
that the parties have not been cam-

paigning heavily in this area. Mapaila 
said that in spite of this position of 
strength, the SACP still needs to cam-
paign seriously for the Alliance.

He acknowledged that mis-
takes have been made but said that 
through a process of introspection, 
the party is seeking to address these 
challenges. 

“That's why through the President, 
we have brought a massive process of 
rectifying things in government.”

He said that through the renewal 
project agreed to at the ANC’s NAS-
REC conference in 2017, the move-
ment is able to take measures to deal 

with ESKOM and the load shedding 
crisis as well as to intervene at the 
South African Revenue Services and 
the State Security Agency.

The SACP Deputy General Sec-
retary wished to assure residents 
of Makana that government will be 
“setting up commissions to make 
sure that legally, we address all rele-
vant matters, and rectify the mistakes 
in the state system”.

Previous Makana Mayor, Vumile 
Lwana, Makana Councillor Rumsell 
Xonxa and Lungile Klaas were local 
representatives at the podium during 
the rally.

By SUE MACLENNAN
“I know what poverty is. Going into 
the villages of the Eastern Cape, I 
have seen poverty. Many South Af-
ricans in rural areas have been left 
behind.”

DA Premiership candidate Nqaba 
Bhanga was speaking to supporters at 
a breakfast briefing in the Makhanda 
CBD recently. His address came at the 
end of four months of campaigning 
the length and breadth of the Eastern 
Cape, travelling tens of thousands of 
kilometres – many of them in rural 
areas.

 “The money that is supposed to 
go to building services is not going 
where it’s supposed to,” Bhanga said.  
“Corruption steals from the poor. 
There is money - but it must be used 
for the right things.”

For the past 10 years, there had 
been no budget in local governments 
for the maintenance of infrastruc-
ture, which was collapsing all over 
the country.

 “When you’re the opposition you 
can hold the government to account,” 
Bhanga said. “But when you’re the 
government, you can make change.”

Grocott’s Mail’s Q&A with 
Nqaba Bhanga:
What’s wrong with Makana 
and how do you fix it?

Infighting in the ANC has put us where 
we are. It doesn’t have the quality of 
political leadership or the vision to 
turn around a collapsing municipal-
ity. This thing has been happening for 
years and years.

Makana has collapsed because it 
can’t collect revenue and so it can’t 

deliver services. Money for services has 
been redirected to salaries for quite 
some time.

The ANC’s approach is massive de-
livery that people can see. They don’t 
believe that putting money into main-
taining infrastructure is going to win 
them votes.

The problem is incompetent people 
are appointed because of political pa-
tronage, who don’t have the capacity.

The political leadership says 
Makana has turned a corner?
Yes Grahamstown has turned a corner 
– for the worse.

DA’s Bhanga speaks for turnaround

Makana councillor Xolani Madyo and Frontier Constituency leader Jane Cowley help DA Eastern Cape Premiership 
candidate Nqaba Bhanga put up a campaign poster in Church Square. Photo: Sue Maclennan

The SACP members met at Noluthando Hall on Saturday 30 March. They acknowledged that mistakes have been made but 
through introspection their alliance partner, the ANC is seeking to address them. Photo: Steven Lang
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Grahamstown

www.pickpay.co.za  Customer Care 0800 11 22 55. Toll free landline only. Cellphone rates apply

Pick n Pay endeavours to meet the demand for these promotional items, but stocks are limited. Some stores may not stock some of these products. Please check 
availability. We strive to ensure all printed information is correct, but will not be liable for any print errors that may occur. Advertised prices are inclusive of VAT 
where applicable. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Smart Shopper terms and conditions apply. Certain products are excluded from the Smart Shopper 
Programme, please see instore or go online for more details.

Prices valid 5 - 7 APRIL  2019  
AT PICK N PAY GRAHAMSTOWN

Hot Cross Buns 
6s 

R17.99
Per Tray

Lazy Aged T-bone 
Steak

R89.99
Per Kg

Hylton’s  
Briquettes 4kg

R34.99

Three Salad Mix 
600g

Each

Each

Lazy Aged Rump 
Steak 

R99.99
Per Kg

R25.00

Safari Firelighters 
12s

Each
R12.99

73 High Street, Grahamstown 
• Tel. 046 622 7119

videotronic
Radio & T V  Services

10GB Data Price Plan

10GB Data Night Owl

Videotronic

For all your electronic requirements

32” HD/LED TV   R2350

40” LED FHD   R3450

49” (LED TV) FHD  R4550

50” 4K UHD LED Smart  R6300

58” 4K UHD LED Smart  R7700

20 YEAR CELEBRATION SPECIAL BEGINS NOW!!
Pay for 15 lessons and get another 5 for FREE*

This special is for code 8 and code 10.
Contact our office for more information.

Email us at mike@mikesdrivingschool.co.za
Call, SMS or Whatsapp us on 082 430 9855.

*Terms and Conditions apply

Ndlovu	poachers	get	25	years
By SUE MACLENNAN

Close to 100 people in the 
gallery in the High Court 
in Makhanda (Graham-

stown) clapped enthusiasti-
cally when the Ndlovu rhino-
poaching gang were handed 
down sentences amounting 
to more than 400 years each 
on Wednesday 3 April 2019. 
Judge Jeremy Pickering or-
dered that the sentences run 
concurrently resulting in effec-
tive sentences of 25 years each 
for Jabulani Ndlovu, Forget 
Ndlovu and Sibusiso Ndlovu. 
A bid to appeal the conviction 
and sentence was dismissed.

The men were convicted 
on Friday 15 March for 10 
rhino poaching incidents 
around Makhanda as well as in 
Jansenville, Graaff Reinet and 
Cradock The incidents were 
among 13 originally on the 
charge sheet. Charges relat-
ing to incidents at Pumba and 
Sibuya game reserves were 
separated. 

During the Ndlovus’ three-
year poaching spree, between 
2013 and 2016, at least 10 
rhinos died and 17 rhino horns 
were removed. Jabulani and 
Sibusiso were convicted and 
sentenced for all 10 incidents, 
Forget, for nine.

The Prosecution was led by 
Senior State Advocate Buks 
Coetzee. After changing their 
defence team several times, ex-

tending the trial’s duration for 
close to three years, the Ndlo-
vus finally hired ace defence 
advocate, Senior Counsel Terry 
Price. 

Last month the men ran out 
of funds to pay their lawyer 
and Price undertook the final 
leg of the trial pro bono.

Led by CEO Vuyani Dayima-
ni, a large delegation of rangers 
from the Eastern Cape Parks 
and Tourism Agency filled the 
back row of the courtroom for 
today’s sentencing. Staff from 
Amakhala, Pumba, Lalibela, 
Kariega, Camdeboo, and oth-
er private reserves were also 
there in their numbers.

Green Scorpions boss for the 
Eastern Cape, Div de Villiers, 
as well as a number of local 
and provincial environmental 
crime prevention officers at-
tended the sentencing. Among 
them was Endangered Species 
Unit detective Captain Morne 
Viljoen, whose detailed investi-
gative work was put under the 
spotlight in the witness stand.

An emotional team from 
Ikhala Vets were especially at-
tentive throughout the judg-
ment. Wildlife vet Will Fowlds, 
Candice Momberg and An-
nie Mears attended the last 
poaching scene the men were 
convicted for – the killing of 
the black rhino, Campbell, at 
Bucklands Reserve outside 
Makhanda in June 2016. “This 

has been a journey for us,” 
Momberg afterwards told Gro-
cott’s Mail. “It has been very 
emotional.”

Campbell’s horn, found in 
the men’s possession at Ma-
kana Resort on the night of 
17 June 2016, along with 
the poachers’ tools of trade, 
proved key in linking the men 
to the Bucklands incident.

 The detailed investigative 
work involved in assembling 
the evidence to convict the 
men included matching a yel-
low paint chip the size of a fin-
gernail found at the Bucklands 
poaching scene with the gap 
on the yellow saw the men had 
with them. 

In a first, ballistic test-
ing was done on a dart gun, 
matching a dart found at a 
poaching scene to the dart gun 
found in the men’s possession. 
The modus operandi (the dart 
gun and tranquilliser) along 
with cellphone, car hire and 
other travel records provided 
an important link with other 
poaching incidents.

Judge Pickering, in his 
sentence, noted the horrifi-
cally cruel way in which the 
poached animals had died. He 
quoted from Fowlds’s descrip-
tion of Campbell in his report.

“According to his report the 
rhino bull was lying in a large 
pool of blood and blood-taint-
ed foam. “The blood emanated 

from the traumatised sinuses 
and airways which had been 
traumatically exposed when 
the horn was removed. 

The level of the incision and 
damage to tissues and blood 
vessels was sufficient to cause 
substantial blood loss which, 
along with the amount of pain 
that this trauma would have 
caused, led to the death of the 
animal.”

Pickering also noted that 
two of the dead rhino cows 
had been heavily pregnant.

“It is a tragedy that each of 
these magnificent animals had 
to die in such a brutal fashion 
in order to satisfy the demand 
for their horns by those who 
hold the utterly irrational be-
lief that they are of medicinal 
value,” Judge Pickering said.

Fowlds, who previously de-
scribed to Grocott’s Mail the 
experience of giving evidence 
on the 10 poaching incidents 
as “numbingly tragic” couldn’t 
restrain his tears when the sen-
tence was passed.

Later, when he had recov-
ered enough to speak, Fowlds 
said, “This has taken three 
years of trial to get to, but we 
know from the 13 cases [in the 
original charge sheet]that they 
were poaching for four years 
before that. And, anecdotally, 
another five years before that.

Continued on Page 13
From Page 3

Forget, Jabulani and Sibusiso Ndlovu were sentenced on 
Wednesday in the High Court in Makhanda to 25 years 
imprisonment. Photo: Sue Maclennan



Dear Residents
We are very happy to an-
nounce that refuse collection 
has finally resumed from this 
week going forward. In the 
beginning of February 2019 
municipal workers embarked 
on a go-slow demanding pro-
tective clothing and tools of 
trade. 

The go-slow affected a 
number of municipal servic-
es, including refuse removal, 
resulting in the temporary 
suspension of refuse collec-
tion for about eight weeks. 
We understand the negative 
impact this regrettable situa-
tion has had on the town and 
its residents. On 29 March 
2019 all municipal staff mem-
bers received their protective 
clothing, which included over-
alls, boots, gloves and masks. 

This means employees can 
now perform their duties ef-
ficiently.

We would like to thank resi-
dents and local businesses for 
their patience during the peri-
od when refuse was not being 
collected by the municipal-
ity. We understand that keep-
ing piles of garbage in your 
premises or making alterna-
tive arrangements for refuse 
disposal is an inconvenience. 
We apologise sincerely to eve-
ryone who has been affected. 
We would also like to take this 
opportunity to thank local res-
idents, businesses and civil so-
ciety organisations who have 
contributed their time and re-
sources to helping to keep the 
town clean during this period.

We understand the impor-
tance of an efficient and reli-
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Teacher... lawyer... journalist?
With students and families gearing up for graduation at Rhodes University next weekend and hopefully about to embark on their careers, 
Lindani Donyeli decided to take people back to their childhood. ‘When you were a child, what did you want to become?’ he asked.

CLEMENT AZETA 
TEACHER 

I wanted to be a better 
teacher than those I 

had at school.

ANDISWA TANTSI 
STUDENT 

A forensic scientist.

LEILHA JATTIEM 
ADMINISTRATION 

ASSISTANT
A traffic officer. 

THANDOLWETHU 
DONDASHE

STUDENT
I wanted to be a lawyer. 

FROM	THE	
MAYOR’S	DESK

MARIUS BARNARD
PLUMBING & RENOVATION

CELL: 079 463 0872
WHATSAPP: 071 211 4723

Email: mbholdings01@gmail.com

Plumbing
- Bathrooms including geyser installations

- Unblocking of drains - 24hrs service
- Drain laying gutters

Renovations
- Built in braai areas

- Building of Double Garages
- Fascia boards - PVC or wood

- Corrugated and aluminium roofing
- Water tank stands & Pressure pumps

(Jojo tanks 10 years warranty)
- Waterproofing of roofs and walls

- Roof pressure cleaning
ALL WORK DONE UNDER SUPERVISION

ERRATUM
PLEASE TAKE NOTE OF THE CHANGES/
AMENDEMENTS MADE TO SUPPLY AND 
DELIVERY OF MOBILE BUS ,TENDER NUMBER 
MLM/019/BTO/2018-19 
• THE CLOSING DATE IS THE 15 APRIL 2019 
@12H00 AND NOT THE 05 APRIL 2019 @12H00 
• TENDER DOCUMENTS WILL BE AVAILABLE 
FROM THE 3rd APRIL 2019 AND NOT 03rd 
DECEMBER 2018

APOLOGIES FOR ANY INCONVENIENCES 
CAUSED

FOR ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING THE 
ABOVE PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE TO 
CONTACT Ms Z.GXOWA (SCM MANAGER) 

Issued by office of the Municipal Manager: Mr. M. Mene

M. MENE
MUNICIPAL MANAGER

Come in and browse                                                              Come in and browse

Church Square Tel: 046 622 7010
THE SALE MADNESS 

CONTINUES
Great prices 

on Pringle, Polo, Jeep and 
many more.

Update	on	refuse	removal

able waste management plan 
and we have taken steps to 
ensure that this is achieved. In 
response to the huge challeng-
es of dumping and waste man-
agement the municipality has 
drafted an Integrated Waste 
Management Plan (IWMP), 
which is the umbrella plan 
as per the requirements of 
the National Environmental 
Management Waste Act 59 of 
2008. The IWMP is available 
for public comment on our 
website (www.makana.gov.
za) or these can be directed to 
the office of the Director: Pub-
lic Safety and Community Ser-
vices Mr Kelello Magkoka on 
email: kelellom@makana.gov.
za. The IWMP is the roadmap 
to a clean and healthy envi-
ronment for all the citizens of 
Makana Municipality.

In addition to the IWMP 
which is a strategic and long 
term planning tool, the mu-
nicipality has established an 
interim Waste Management 
Committee which will serve 
as a platform for waste dia-
logue with the public and the 
business sector. This will al-
low the representatives of the 
committee to facilitate the de-
velopment and implementa-
tion of short to medium term 
solutions to the current waste 
management problems.

The municipality’s current 
short term solutions include: 
ensuring regular and unin-
terrupted refuse removal; 
availability of refuse removal 
vehicles; regular distribution 
of refuse bags to households; 
regular education and aware-
ness campaigns targeting 

the public and businesses on 
waste management.

Medium term solutions in-
clude: reviewing refuse col-
lection and disposal tariffs; re-
viewing municipal by-laws on 
waste management; holding 
monthly meetings with rele-
vant stakeholders; integrating 
CWP and EPWP into munici-
pal operations; establishing 
community recycling projects 
within various communities; 
ensuring compliance with the 
requirements of waste dis-
posal at the municipal landfill 
site.

Illegal dumping is a huge 
challenge in Makhanda, par-
ticularly in the eastern part of 
town. The municipality alone 
can never solve this problem. 
We are therefore encouraged 
by the efforts of a start-up 
company which seeks combat 
this problem through recy-
cling. 

Henta Live Trading is a 
small company that has been 
established by Thenjiwe 
Mdoko, Liziwe Kolisi, Noma-
cebo Ncoza and Zolile Nom-
lomo. 

Their company is situated at 
the illegal dumping site near 
Mrwetyana Secondary School 
in Joza. They recently secured 
the venue and they have al-
ready started sorting through 
the garbage at the site. 

The company believes it 
will play a significant role 
in cleaning the town if their 
newly-established project gets 
the support it needs. We need 
more of this kind of activism 
to change people attitudes 
around waste management. I 
would like to challenge all of 
you to consider recycling as 
a worthwhile solution to the 
challenge of illegal dumping. 
I would like to warn residents 
that if we do not deal with 
the problem of illegal dump-
ing we will face serious health 
hazards, such as rat infesta-
tion and other health related 
challenges.

Working together in unison 
we shall be able to make our 
city the cleanest in the prov-
ince.

 
Hon. Executive Mayor 

Cllr. Mzukisi Mpahlwa

VUYOKAZI TWANI
INTERN AT IKAMVA 
A marine biologist.

NELISWA SEYISI
UNEMPLOYED

I wanted to be a 
journalist. 

I would like to challenge all of you to consider recycling as a worthwhile solution to 
the challenge of illegal dumping. 

www.grocotts.co.za
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“Carara thanks Dean Kent, Kenrich Motors Grahamstown and Isuzu 
Trucks South Africa; for the generous loan of an Isuzu truck to assist in the 

transport of water to our processing factory. This gesture helps the business, 
and in extension, our community, tremendously.”

Commander of the South African Army Infantry Formation Major General Rudzani Maphwanya 
presents medals to members of 6SAI Battalion at the Army base in Makhanda (Grahamstown) on 
Thursday 4 April 2019. Photo: Sue Maclennan

6SAI	members	honoured	in	parade
By SUE MACLENNAN

Commander of the South 
African Army Infantry 
Formation, Major Gen-

eral Rudzani Maphwanya, 
presented medals to 6SAI 
members at the 20 Years Ser-
vice parade at the Army base 
on Thursday 4 April 2019. 
At the parade grounds, Of-
ficer Commanding 6 South 
African Infantry Battalion 
Lieutenant-Colonel MA Saki 
also welcomed several other 
guests of honour who ranged 
from Mayor of Makana Mu-
nicipality, Mzukisi Mpahlwa, 
to Makhanda boxing star, All 
Africa welterweight champion 
Mziwoxolo ‘General’ Ndwaya-
na.

There were 28 recipients 
named for the Good Service 
Medal: 20 Years and 12 for the 
10-year medal. Both recognise 
members of the full-time force 
who have distinguished them-
selves by good conduct and 
loyal service.

The Itshumelo Ikatelaho 
Medal was awarded to two 
soldiers: Lance-Corporal Zing-
isile Mkloko and Mncediswa 
Yoyo. The medal is for SANDF 
members who distinguished 
themselves by rendering mili-
tary service directly in support 
of a military operation.

Privates Axola Fundani, Si-
lulami Gqozo and Mlungisi Ts-

hunungwa received the Man-
dela Medal. This, according to 
the citation, is for “conspicu-
ous service while personally 
providing medical care and 
attention to former President 
Mandela during his final ill-
ness”, or managing an aspect 
of the memorial service, lay-
ing in state and state funeral 
of the former commander in 
chief.

Private Mawande Ntsan-
gani was the sole recipient of 
the AU Medal. This is awarded 
to SANDF members who have 
completed the requirements 
of eligibility and necessary 
period of qualifying service as 
a military member in the Afri-
can Union Mission.

In his address, Maphwanya 
described the 6SAI members 
as a strategic asset that need-
ed to be nurtured.

“This unique unit has al-
ways risen above expecta-
tions in their effort to deliver 
any task entrusted to them,” 
Maphwanya said. “Today’s pa-
rade is an acknowledgement 
to our members who have 
excelled in their sacred duty 
as part of the South African 
Army in their various working 
environments.

“These medals have been is-
sued to these men and women 
for the great work that they’ve 
done and their commitment 

to serving the people of South 
Africa. The medals acknowl-
edge their individual contri-
bution to our country and our 
democracy. 

It is a story of selflessness 
and commitment to defend 
the lives of our people.

Maphwanya quoted the late 
former commander-in-chief, 
Nelson Mandela, saying, “Eve-
ryone can rise above their 
circumstances if they are dedi-
cated and passionate about 
what they do.”

“As the defenders of our 
democracy, may we continue 
to be inspired by Madiba’s 
words,” Maphwanya said.

Maphwanya said the future 
looked bright, despite the eco-
nomic crunch forcing drastic 
reductions in SANDF budgets.

“Few have chosen this no-
ble path,” Maphwanya said. 
“Ours is not a job, but a calling 
in the service of others… You 
are carrying the hopes and as-
pirations of our people. Con-
tinue to be a beacon of hope 
as the last line of defence.”

“These men and women 
have given their best without 
expecting anything in return. 
Theirs is to serve and, if need 
be, to die for their country.”

Ndwayana received a spe-
cial mention for his successful 
defence last weekend of his 
title. He and his father (who 

is also his manager), Bulelani 
Ndwayana, were among those 
in the VIP tent, and at a spe-
cial reception afterwards.

The South African Army 

Infantry Formation supervises 
all infantry within the South 
African Army. Its Command-
er is Major General Rudzani 
Maphwanya.

A wreath-laying ceremony 
to honour fallen soldiers is 
scheduled to take place on 
Friday 5 April at the unit ceno-
taph at the Army base.
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Cashbuild recently donated a water tank to Khutliso Daniels Secondary School to collect and store rain water for use during water 
outages. During prolonged water outages earlier this year, several school were forced to shorten their school day. In the photo are 
(back row, from left): Sibabalwe Ndzipho, Velile Quza (maintenance committee member), Nizole Vena, Achuma Mapempeni and Vukile 
Mcuba (maintenance committee member). Middle row (from left): Siyazola Nikelo, Alindisiwe Mzizi (RCL member), Phakama Pikes (RCL 
Member), Phelisa Bekwa (LSA), Grootboom Asemahle and Sinawo Meman. (Front) Principal Radio Mcuba. Photo: Supplied

Civil society must ensure action on ‘irregularities’
A look at the Auditor General’s annual audit of the 
Makana municipality over the past few years reveals numerous 
defects. Ratepayers can be justifiably incensed by the misuse 
of the Municipal Infrastructure grant and the deflection of 
payments for electricity to pay accounts other than Eskom’s.

Local unemployment is tragically high and in South Africa as 
a whole some nine million people lack paid work. Seen in this 
context, a municipality like ours, unionised workers included, 
is a salaried elite stealing from ratepayers and from the poor.
From the first of April, the Public Audit Amendment Act 5 of 

2018 becomes operational.
This permits the Auditor General to do the following: to 

refer suspected material irregularities arising from an audit to 
a relevant public body for investigation; to take appropriate 

remedial action; to issue a certificate of debt where an 
accounting officer or accounting authority failed to recover 
losses from a responsible person and to instruct the relevant 
executive authority to collect the debt.

Ratepayers and civil society activists are urged to read the 
next Auditor General’s report, available online, and to ensure 
that remedial action is taken in the case of what auditors coyly 
refer to as ‘irregularities’.

If this means that the Auditor General refers local 
irregularities to the Hawks, and that individual municipal 
employees and councilors are held personally responsible to 
pay for misspent funds, then so be it. 
 
Chris Mann

Tlamelo M 
Mothudi

Long road to universal health 
In  the  2019/20  Provincial budget speech, the MEC for 

Finance Honourable Luba-
balo Oscar Mabuyane tabled 
a provincial budget of R83.2 
billion and a health budget of 
R25.2  billion.  In  his  address, 
the MEC placed emphasis on 
the need to enhance the ca-
pacity of the state to deliver 
services. While the allocation 
of funds (R 440.9 million in 
2019) to provide this capac-
ity in departments like Health 
and Education is encourag-
ing – a brief review of perfor-
mance to date does little to 
allay concerns.

During his budget speech, 
the MEC outlined that the pro-
vincial budget allocated seeks 
to continue to provide uni-
versal health care services to 
South Africans - an incorrect 
statement as it implies exist-
ing universal coverage. 

The attainment of univer-
sal health coverage seeks to 
ensure that all people obtain 
the health services they need 
without  the  risk  of  financial 
hardships that come from out-
of-pocket payment towards 
healthcare services. 

This idea is one that seeks 
to provide equitable health-
care services which, according 
to the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) includes the pro-
motion of health, prevention, 
treatment, rehabilitation and 

palliation healthcare services, 
coverage  and  financial  risk 
prevention.

South Africa has not ob-
tained universal health cov-
erage  and  with  a  5% 
increase in nomi-
nal terms from 
R24.0 billion 
in 2018/19 to 
R25.1  billion  in 
2019/20 in the 
health budget 
and  a  3%  de-
crease in real terms 
from R24.0 billion in 
2018/19 to R 23.4 billion 
in 2019/20, the country has a 
long way to go before Univer-
sal health coverage is realised.  

This budget is a clear in-
dication there will be even 
further strides needed to be 
taken by the Eastern Cape 
Department of Health (EC-
DoH) in its attempt to attain 
the universal health coverage 
mentioned by the MEC during 
his budget speech.
The Public Service Account-

ability  Monitor  (PSAM)  is 
alarmed by the burgeoning 
costs of medical malpractice. 
In the Eastern Cape alone the 
total payments facing the de-

partment amount to an esti-
mated R23 billion, according 
to a recent report by Medical 
Brief. Medico-legal claims are 
claims that are brought by 
patients against doctors, sur-
geons and hospitals in South 
Africa for medical errors. 

The cost of medico-legal 
claims on the equitable share 
allocation must be considered 

to determine budget trade-
offs in the delivery of 

healthcare services. 
In the current 
state of health-
care, the issue of 
lack of adequate 
access to health-

care facilities due 
to the poor distri-

bution of clinics and 
hospitals in the Eastern 

Cape, the shortages in human 
resources for health and the 
shortages in medicines means 
that those most vulnerable 
who are affected by lack of ac-
cess to equitable and univer-
sal healthcare will continue to 
be affected.

At the heart of the medico-
legal claims, there is an issue 
of human error - the basis of 
which is the practitioners lia-
ble for the claim and the prob-
lems in the healthcare sector 
shortages of doctors, nurses, 
delays in ambulance arrival 
time, lack of enough machin-
ery and equipment which in 

turn exacerbates the crisis. In 
the budget speech, the MEC 
for Finance outlined the de-
partment’s commitment to ca-
pacitate health facilities with 
human resources and modern 
ICT equipment so that health-
care professionals can provide 
healthcare with diligence, 
care and avoid conduct that 
leads to medico-legal claims. 
Later this month, the MEC for 
Health is expected to table 
the Health Budget and Policy 
Speech. 

It will be imperative for 
the MEC to clearly outline 
the strategies to strengthen 
accountability and improve 
provincial health services to 
combat malpractice.

The Health Science and 
Training programme, respon-
sible for training and develop-
ment opportunities for actual 
and potential employees of 
the department was allocated 
an amount of R929.8 million 
in the 2019/20 financial year, 
the third lowest programme 
allocation. 

The programme experi-
enced a 6% increase in nomi-
nal terms from R880.5 million 
in 2018 to R929.9 million in 
2019 and a decrease of -2% in 
real  terms  from  R880.5  mil-
lion in 2018 to R861.5 million 
in 2019.

Continued on Page 7

Grocott’s Mail intends to increase the tempo and intensity 
of articles about elections 2019 as from this edition. It has 
already published several election related items online and in 
print about this important talking point, but there is plenty of 
scope to increase our coverage considerably.

You might well ask, “What can a small community 
newspaper add to the debate around national and provincial 
voting?” Surely well-resourced national and regional media 
organisations have got this covered?

It’s true, the national broadcasters and print organisations 
are going to question and analyse almost every aspect of 
voting patterns, big issues and political personalities – but they 
won’t look at these issues from a Makana perspective.

We are part of this country and just like any other South 
Africans, we will vote for MPs to sit in our National Assembly, 
so how can we be different? National concerns such as load-
shedding, unemployment and corruption affect us just as they 
affect voters in eThekwini, Upington or Sandton.

Issues are more or less the same around the nation, but the 
perspectives, and hence the prioritisation is different.

Grocott’s Mail will examine some of the big national 
issues as they affect us, but we will concentrate on the local 
perspectives and the local prioritisation of issues. We will also 
look at which issues, both local and national, are likely to 
cause voters to cast their ballots for one party or the other.

Let us take a look at two examples of national issues with 
special interest to local residents.

Makhanda is widely considered to be an ‘education’ town 
with its university, private and public schools. The fate of the 
town rests heavily on the success or failure of its educational 
institutions, and in the most recent matric exams, schools in 
the less privileged parts of town have done better than ever. Is 
this a result of well implemented, rational policies or are there 
other explanations?

We aim to interrogate the parties with a presence in 
Makhanda about their education policies.

The rapidly degrading environment is another issue that we 
will examine and find out which parties have relevant policies. 
The current water shortage and the calamitous lack of garbage 
collection are ravaging our natural environment so what do 
party policies say about plastic shopping bags blowing in the 
wind over dry dusty fields? How are they going to address 
climate change?

Education and environmental policies are only two issues 
that we intend to examine over the next 32 days, but of course 
there are many others.

If there are issues that you think we should put under the 
microscope, please contact me, Steven Lang the Grocott’s Mail 
Elections Editor and raise your concerns. I cannot promise 
to investigate every issue put forward, but I will make every 
effort to cover as much as space and time will allow.

The best form of contact is via email at the following 
address: ed2@ed.grocotts.co.za.

A	Makana	perspective	
from	the	Elections	Desk

Like us on facebook
https://www.facebook.com/grocotts/
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R1.6 billion was allocated 
to provinces for the hiring of 
health professionals in the 
MTEF period. While this is a 
positive step towards dealing 
with the shortage of health 
human resources, the alloca-
tions use was mentioned as 
having gone towards a growth 
in compensation of employ-
ees under the District Health 
Service programme and not 
towards the appointment or 
training of health profession-
als. 

Without the conditions of 
the grant to clearly outline 
whether this grant is intended 
to be used for the hiring of 
health professionals or if it 
can be used to subsidise the 
payment of employees in the 
2019 Division of Revenue Bill, 
oversight will be a difficult.

During the period 1 April 
2017- 31 March 2018, the 
ECDoH employed 39 365 peo-
ple and of those, it appointed 
4770 and terminated 3721 
employees. At the beginning 
of the period, 1577 perma-
nent medical practitioners 
were employed, of those, 607 
were appointed, 435 were ter-
minated resulting in a termi-
nation rate of 28. The highest 

number of terminations were 
due to resignations, the sec-
ond highest, the expiry of con-
tracts. A comprehensive plan 
is needed for the health work-
force along with an evaluation 
of the working conditions of 
the health personnel to find 
better ways to retain staff.

The condition of health 
facilities impacts heavily on 
the level of access. If there is 
no clinic in a rural area and 
instead a community hall or 
house must be used, this im-
pacts on the type of services 
that can be offered in this fa-
cility. 

If a facility is dilapidated, 
does not have access to water 
and sanitation or if there are 
inadequate beds or linen, this 
impacts on the level of servic-
es that can be offered and in 
some instances the health of 
those admitted. 

The Health Facilities Man-
agement programme had a 
16% increase in nominal terms 
from R 1.2 billion in 2018 to R 
1.4 billion in 2019 and an 8% 
increase in real terms from R 
1.2 billion in 2018 to R1.3 bil-
lion in 2019. The programme 
is estimated to decrease by 
-4% in nominal terms and 
-3% in real terms over the 
MTEF period.  This is signifi-

cant because the programme 
is tasked with providing ac-
cess to health care through 
the provision of new facilities, 
upgrading and revitalisation. 
It is also tasked with the main-
tenance of existing facilities. 
The programme’s budget al-
location grows between 2018 
and 2019 but it decreases on 
the MTEF period, this indi-
cates that the province is not 
investing in the infrastructure 
development as mentioned in 
the budget speech.

To continue with the reno-
vations of hospitals and clinics 
in the Eastern Cape as out-
lined by the MEC during his 
budget speech, will the funds 
come from the R19.2 billion 
allocated to the health facili-
ties revitalisation grant or the 
R 4.3 billion allocated to the 
health facilities component of 
the NHI indirect grant? 

The two grants have certain 
conditions that must be met 
for their use, if the depart-
ment is not able to use these 
grants, they cannot be shifted 
elsewhere, and this may im-
pact the amount allocated to 
the grants in the future and 
most importantly, service de-
livery.

Considering the health 
budget tabled, there is no 

indication that the current 
problems faced by the health 
department will be suffi-
ciently dealt with anytime 
soon. This places the ECDoH 
further away from its goal of 
establishing Universal health-
care for its population, ulti-
mately, those who will suffer 
will be the most vulnerable. 
Due to the increase in unem-
ployment, more strain will be 
placed on public healthcare 
and this needs to be addressed 
urgently to avoid continued 
human right abuses.

Before Universal healthcare 
can become a reality, the cur-
rent conditions of health facil-
ities must be addressed, more 
so in the rural areas of South 
Africa. A comprehensive hu-
man resource plan is needed 
to determine the extent of the 
staff shortages, the extent that 
they can be filled and the costs 
of ensuring that they are filled 
and retained so ensure service 
delivery. The rising problem of 
medico-legal claims must be 
addressed, and an investiga-
tion conducted into the causes 
of the claims over and above 
the unscrupulous lawyers who 
collude with clients to fabri-
cate claims. Its is clear that 
the problem runs deeper than 
that.
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NOTICE

URS 26025www.ursonline.co.za

OVERSIGHT REPORT: ANNUAL REPORT OF SARAH BAARTMAN
DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY - 2017/2018

Notice is hereby given in terms of Section 129 (3) of the Local Government: Municipal
Finance Management Act, 2003 (Act No. 56 of 2003) and Section 21 A of the Local
Government: Municipal Systems Act, 2000 (Act No. 32 of 2000) that the Council of
Sarah Baartman District Municipality at its meeting held on 27 March 2019 adopted
an Oversight Report with regard to the Annual Report of the Sarah Baartman District
Municipality for the period 01 July 2017 to 30 June 2018.

The Oversight Report can be viewed on the SBDM’s website:
www.sarahbaartman.co.za. A copy is also open for inspection at the

following places during normal office hours:

1. Sarah Baartman District Municipality, Standard Bank Building, 32 Govan Mbeki
Avenue, Port Elizabeth, 6001

2. Blue Crane Route Municipality, 67 Charles Street, Somerset East, 5850
3. Dr Beyers Naudé, Town Hall Building, Church Square, Graaff-Reinet, 6280
4. Kouga Municipality, Da Gama Road, Jeffreys Bay, 6330
5. Kou-Kamma Municipality, 5 Keet Street, Kareedouw, 6400
6. Makana Municipality, City Hall, High Street, Grahamstown, 6140
7. Ndlambe Municipality, Civic Centre, Causeway, Port Alfred, 6170
8. Sundays River Valley Municipality, 30 Middle Street, Kirkwood, 6120

NOTICE NO. 19 OF 2019 DATED 03 APRIL 2019
MR D.M. PILLAY - MUNICIPAL MANAGER

SARAH BAARTMAN DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY

Standard Bank Building
32 Govan Mbeki Avenue
P O Box 318
Port Elizabeth, 6000
Tel. 041 508 7111
Fax: 041 508 7000
www.sarahbaartman.co.za

NOTICE

URS 26032www.ursonline.co.za

1. DRAFT REVIEWED INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR 2019/2020
FINANCIAL YEAR

2. DRAFT CAPITAL AND OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2019/2020
FINANCIAL YEAR

Notice is hereby given in terms of the Local Government: Municipal Planning and
Performance Management Regulations (2001), the Local Government: Municipal
Systems Act, 2000 (Act No. 32 of 2000) and the Municipal Finance Management Act,
2003 (Act No. 56 of 2003), that the above mentioned plans for the Sarah Baartman
District Municipality are available to all stakeholders and the general public for
inspection and comments.

All documents are available for inspection during office hours from 08h00 - 16h30
at the following locations:

1. Sarah Baartman District Municipality, Standard Bank Building, 32 Govan Mbeki
Avenue, Port Elizabeth, 6001

2. Blue Crane Route Municipality, 67 Charles Street, Somerset East, 5850
3. Dr Beyers Naudé Municipality, Town Hall Building, Church Square, Graaff-Reinet,

6280
4. Kouga Municipality, 33 Da Gama Road, Jeffreys Bay, 6330
5. Kou-kamma Municipality, Municipal Building, 5 Keet Street, Kareedouw, 6400
6. Makana Municipality, City Hall, High Street, Grahamstown, 6140
7. Ndlambe Municipality, Bagman Building, 57 Campbell Street, Port Alfred, 6170
8. Sundays River Valley Municipality, 30 Middle Street, Kirkwood, 6120

Written comments must be submitted to the Municipal Manager at the following
addresses:

Postal: The Municipal Manager, Sarah Baartman District Municipality, P O Box 318,
Port Elizabeth, 6000.

Email: gis@sbdm.co.za

Physical: 32 Govan Mbeki Avenue, Standard Bank Building, Port Elizabeth, 6001.

The closing date for comments is 21 days after the publication of this notice.

1. ISCWANGCISO SOPHUHLISO ESIHLANGANISIWEYO (DRAFT
INTERGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLAN) SIKA NYAKA MALI KA 2019/2020

2. ISICWANGCISO SOHLAHLO - LWABIWO MALI (DRAFT CAPITAL AND
OPERATING BUDGET) SIKA NYAKA MALI KA 2019/2020

Esi Sisaziso Esimalunga Nemiqulu Echaziweyo Ngentla, Yomasipala Wesithili Sase
Sarah Baartman. Isasizo Esi Sikhutshwa Ngenxa Yalemithetho Ilandelayo:

• Local Government: Municipal Planning and Performance Management Regulations
(2001)

• Local Governement: Municipal Systems Act, 2000 (Act No. 32 of 2000)
• Municipal Finance Management Act, 2003 (Act No. 56 of 2003)

Izicwangciso ziyafumaneka ziyimiqulu ukuze nabani athathe inxaxheba ekuyilweni
kwayo. Zifumaneka ngamaxesha omsebenzi ukususela ngo 08h00 ukuya 16h30
kula masebe angezantsi:

1. Sarah Baartman District Municipality, Standard Bank Building, 32 Govan Mbeki
Avenue, Port Elizabeth, 6001

2. Blue Crane Route Municipality, 67 Charles Street, Somerset East, 5850
3. Dr Beyers Naudé, Town Hall Building, Church Square, Graaff-Reinet, 6280
4. Kouga Municipality, 33 Da Gama Road, Jeffreys Bay, 6330
5. Kou-kamma Municipality, Municipal Building, 5 Keet Street, Kareedouw, 6400
6. Makana Municipality, City Hall, High Street, Grahamstown, 6140
7. Ndlambe Municipality, Bagman Building, 57 Campbell Street, Port Alfred, 6170
8. Sundays River Valley Municipality, 30 Middle Street, Kirkwood, 6120

Kufuneka Wonke Ubani Ofuna Ukuphefumla Azise Izimvo Zakhe Kumanejala
Kamasipala Kwezidilesi Zisezantsi:

Iposi: The Municipal Manager, Sarah Baartman District Municipality, P O Box 318, Port
Elizabeth, 6000.

Iemail: gis@sbdm.co.za

Isitalato: 32 Govan Mbeki Avenue, Standard Bank Building, Port Elizabeth, 6001.

Ithuba loba wonke ubani azise izimvo zakhe liphela emva kweentsuku eziyi 21 kuphume
isicwangciso.

NOTICE NO. 20 OF 2019
MR D.M. PILLAY - MUNICIPAL MANAGER

SARAH BAARTMAN DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY

Standard Bank Building
32 Govan Mbeki Avenue
P O Box 318
Port Elizabeth, 6000
Tel. 041 508 7111
Fax: 041 508 7000
www.sarahbaartman.co.za

More than doctors needed

Securing	justice	for	future	
STAFF REPORTER

The annual Neil Aggett 
Memorial Lecture re-
cently took place at 

Kingswood College. The lec-
ture takes place each year to 
celebrate the life of Neil Ag-
gett and to honour his legacy. 

This year, Kingswood Col-
lege welcomed Dr Gavin 
Andersson, friend of the late 
Neil Aggett, former trade un-
ionist and apartheid activist, 
prominent scholar in the field 
of race relations, business 
man and entrepreneur as the 
guest speaker at the 13th in-
stalment of the series.

Using the theme “stand-
ing up against injustice” as a 
departure point for his talk, 
Andersson delivered a power-
ful address to the pupils, staff 
and guests in attendance. He 
regaled some of his memories 
of Aggett, but later turned to 
looking at the concept of in-
justice and what injustice is, 
and how we, as a society, face 
more injustices than ever be-
fore.

From gender based injus-
tices to climate change, An-
dersson highlighted the pre-
dicament we find ourselves 
in, and how younger genera-
tions will need to find ways 
not only to acknowledge 
these problems, but also, 
more importantly find ways 
of effecting change for future 
generations.

Aggett attended Kingswood 
College from 1964-1970. He 
graduated as a doctor from 
the University of Cape Town 
and went on to work in a hos-
pital in the Transkei and later 
at Baragwanath Hospital. He 
was deeply concerned with 
the hardships endured by 
black South Africans under 

the apartheid regime and left 
his medical career to become 
involved in the black trade 
union movement. In late 1981 
he was detained for “interro-
gation” by the Security Police 
and was found hanging in his 
cell at John Vorster Square in 
February 1982. 

The prestigious Neil Aggett 
award was founded by mem-
bers of his Class of 1970 to fos-
ter a spirit of ‘individual ser-
vice above self’ in young men 
and women of Kingswood 
College. It pays tribute to the 
recipient’s true commitment 
to a wider social responsibil-
ity within the College, as well 
as to the greater community 
of Grahamstown and South 
Africa.

The recipient of this year’s 
award was Siyamthanda 
(Siya) Nomoyi, 2019 Head-

girl at Kingswood College. 
Nomoyi has a deep respect 
for her fellow man and dem-
onstrates an inner courage to 
fight for the human dignity of 
those who are unable to stand 
up for themselves. She takes 
initiative in planning and im-
plementing projects and has 
shown leadership when in-
volved in community work. 

She has pioneered the 
#YouB4Me project with three 
fellow pupils, and has, more 
recently merged this pro-
gramme with the #Sizim-
bokodo initiative which looks 
specifically at women empow-
erment. 

Nomoyi co-founded this 
women empowerment initia-
tive which seeks to reach out 
to young girls in the commu-
nity and she is hoping to soon 
make it an official Non-Profit 

Organisation. She has through 
her many endeavours shown a 
commitment to give, not only 
to her school, but the wider 
community around her in or-
der to improve the lives of oth-
ers.

Dr Amitabh Mitra, was a 
special guest at this year’s lec-
ture as he presented the school 
with a charcoal drawing that 
he drew of Aggett. This draw-
ing is one very few visual rep-
resentations of Aggett and will 
be displayed in the Kingswood 
College Museum.

Andersson concluded his 
talk by calling on the youth 
to take on the responsibil-
ity becoming leaders of social 
change and that with determi-
nation, firmness and that with 
the mere act of trying, one can 
make a difference in the world 
we live in.

At the lecture were from left Mavis Aggett (Neil Aggett’s sister-in-law), Dr Gavin Andersson, 
Siyamthanda Nomoyi and Jill Burger (Neil Aggett’s sister). Photo: Supplied
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The	Battle	of	Graham’s	
Town		–	22	April	1819
This article was originally published in the Military History Journal 18 (30) 12-17. It is reproduced with permission, with minor 
editing, and has been divided into three parts to be printed in the following three consecutive weeks. Part 1 will look at ‘the lead 
up to the battle’, Part 2 will look at what we know of the battle itself, and Part 3 ‘the consequences and evaluation of the battle’. 
By PAT IRWIN
The lead-up to the battle
The 22nd April 2019 is the 
200th anniversary of the Bat-
tle of Graham’s Town, then a 
small hamlet of probably no 
more than 30 simple build-
ings. In the major encounter 
of the Fifth Frontier War, a 
small British force defended 
themselves against an army 
of the amaNdlambe clan and 
some minor allies, 18 times its 
size.  This was arguably one 
of the most decisive battles in 
South African history, along 
with Blaauwberg and Blood 
River/Ncome, as it altered the 
course of events and political 
geography during the 19th 
century.
 
The sources
Two major factors impinge 
on any description and un-
derstanding of this battle: 
the paucity of reliable source 
material, particularly primary 
sources; and the considerable 
amount of writing (over 40 
publications) which consti-
tutes the secondary sources 
available. Much of the latter 
is contradictory, over-imagi-
native, or very close to fiction. 
This account of the battle 
has accordingly drawn only 
on primary or substantiated 
secondary sources.  Strictly 
speaking there are only two 
primary sources on the bat-
tle itself, both written by the 
British commanding officer 
Lt.Col. 

Thomas Willshire viz. his 
1819 despatch to the Gov-
ernor, Lord Charles Somer-
set, and his 1846 article in 
the Graham’s Town Journal, 
which are virtually identical.

The much-used and quoted 
1876 article by Charles Len-
nox Stretch is neither a pri-
mary source nor always reli-
able. He relied on the hearsay 
of others, some of which was 
false information. He was nei-
ther present at the battle nor 
ever personally claimed he 

was, although he was in Gra-
ham’s Town a few days later.  
Thus, despite Willshire’s la-
conic style and paucity of de-
tail, this article places great-
est value on his account. It is 
backed up by a letter, a hybrid 
yet authentic source, written 
by Major George Fraser to 
Colonel John Graham the day 
after the battle, All quotations 
are from Willshire’s 1846 arti-
cle, page 2, unless stated oth-
erwise.
 
Circumstances leading 
to the battle
The detailed reasons for the 
amaNdlambe attack on the 
British military headquarters 
at Graham’s Town are beyond 
the scope of this article, but 
they boil down to long-sim-
mering tensions on the east-
ern Cape frontier (Cory, 1910; 
Scott, 1973; Milton 1983; 
Peires, 2001). These involved 
extensive cattle theft, raids 
and counter raids across the 
border, at that time the Great 
Fish River, as well as inter-
necine struggles within the 
amaXhosa polity. 

This animosity was pri-
marily between Ngqika, the 
young senior chief of the am-
aRharabe (a major branch of 
the amaXhosa people) and 
his aged uncle, Ndlambe, who 
had acted as regent until Ng-
qika became of age. 

The antagonism between 
them was both political and 
personal, involving power 
and jealousy. While the ma-
jority of the clan appears to 
have supported Ndlambe, the 
governor, Lord Charles Som-
erset, had, short-sightedly in 
retrospect, allied the British 
with Ngqika.

After a major battle at Ama-
linde in October 1818, when 
Ngqika’s forces had suffered 
a major military defeat at the 
hands of Ndlambe (Herbst 
& Kopke, 2006), Ngqika ap-
pealed to his British allies for 
help. This was forthcoming in 

the form of a major British-
amaNgqika raid into amaN-
dlambe territory in early De-
cember 1818, which left many 
of the amaXhosa east of the 
Fish River impoverished. 

The amaNdlambe were 
quick to retaliate and invaded 
the colony in late December 
1818. This precipitated the 
Fifth Frontier War, resulting 
in widespread destruction of 
property and loss of life. The 
British and colonial authori-
ties then began to build up 
forces for a major punitive 
expedition, a point not lost on 
the amaNdlambe.

Implicated in all this was 
a politically astute mystic, 
Nxele, also known as Maka-
na.   Although a commoner, 
he had a wide following and 
was an influential council-
lor to Ndlambe. He was also 
well known to both mission-
aries and the military, among 
whom his agile mind and de-
bating skills were recognised. 
The details of his involvement 
and the role he played in plan-
ning the attack on Graham’s 
Town are not clear although, 
as a war doctor and mystic, 

it would probably have been 
significant. Most writers, and 
certainly the British, believed 
he was the mastermind be-
hind the attack and had or-
chestrated both it and the and 
the general invasion which 
preceded it.
 
Prelude to the battle
The attack on Graham’s Town 
began to take form at mid-
morning on 22nd April 1819. 
The amaNdlambe had in the 
preceding days managed to 
assemble an army of several 
thousands of warriors within 
10km of the settlement with-
out the British being aware 
of it. At about 10h30 Lt.Col. 
Willshire, newly arrived on 
the frontier, was inspecting 
the Cape Regiment (CR) troop 
of mounted infantry when he 
received a report of cattle be-
ing taken nearby.

Accompanied by 25 mem-
bers of the troop, he went 
to investigate, pursuing the 
perpetrators some distance 
before coming across a body 
of 200-300 warriors who 
then retreated. Following 
them, he realised that they 

were attempting to lead him 
into a trap and surround him. 
Willshire attempted to retreat, 
but was surprised to come 
upon the entire amaNdlambe 
army which he estimated at 
6 000. He concluded that 
they intended to attack Gra-
ham’s Town, and after send-
ing a message to his second-
in-command, Capt. Trappes, 
warning him of an impending 
attack, he and his party tried 
unsuccessfully to delay the 
advancing force as they made 
their escape.

As Willshire reached the 
town at about 11h45, the 
amaNdlambe army appeared 
on the hills and ridges to the 
east of it, about 2km distant. 
Although they may have had 
the opportunity of immediate-
ly surprising and overwhelm-
ing the town, the attack was 
delayed for nearly two hours 
while, according to tradition, 
various rituals were conduct-
ed and final arrangements 
made. 

This delay allowed the de-
fenders time to deploy their 
forces and prepare for the at-
tack.

Makhanda and Lt Col Thomas Wilshire

The forces which 
Willshire had 
available to him are 
shown in Table 1.

 
*The Royal African Corps was 
a ‘Condemned’ or ‘Penal’ regi-
ment composed of generally 
hardened criminals under a 
severe disciplinary regime. 
It reportedly fought with 
distinction in the battle. Its 
commanding officer in Gra-
ham’s Town was Lieutenant 
Cartwright.  

** The Cape Regiment, was 
a Khoi unit of light infantry 
incorporated into the British 
Army after 1806 because of 
their skill as soldiers. 

They were renowned as 
good shots and 39 of the 121 
were mounted infantry. The 
unit was often incorrectly re-

ferred to as the ‘Cape Corps’, the 
‘Cape Light Infantry’ and the 
‘Cape Cavalry’. 

Their barracks in Graham’s 
Town, where many also had 
their families were known as 

the East Barracks or Witrug-
kamp. It was one of the two 
major centres of fighting dur-
ing the battle. Its command-
ing officer was Major Fraser. 
†    The 38th Regiment of Foot 

were regular infantry of the line 
with a good reputation. Col. 
Willshire was their Command-
ing officer.

These are variously de-
scribed as civilians and artifi-

cers. Presumably there were 
gunners among them.

‡  In addition there were also 
an unknown number of women 
and children in the village (Mal-
herbe, 2012, p83).

Library for the Blind celebrates 100 years
STAFF REPORTER
The South African Library for 
the Blind, the only Library ser-
vicing blind persons in South-
ern Africa, celebrated 100 
years in operation on Thurs-
day, 28 March 2019.

The day kicked off with a 
book launch of the book ti-
tled South African Library for 
the Blind – A Diary of the Li-
brary. The book is the library’s 
first internal publication and 
it seeks to commemorate and 
celebrate the history of the li-
brary since inception. The day 
culminated in a gala dinner 
hosted in Makhanda to com-
memorate this milestone.

The library was founded 
during the height of the 1918 
global Influenza pandemic by 
a local nurse, Josephine (Jo-
sie) Wood, established a small 
library in a little room in her 
house in 1919.

“The growth since then has 
been tremendous. We cur-
rently have mini-libraries in 
each province to service the 

local communities, with our 
primary focus being on pro-
viding equal access to infor-
mation in accessible formats 
that improves the quality of 
life of blind and visually im-
paired people, at absolutely 
no cost to the user,” said Fran-
cois Hendrikz, Director, South 
African Library for the Blind. 

“The library is an entity of 
the Department of Arts and 
Culture and we would like to 
acknowledge the impact that 
the department has made on 
the lives of blind people.

“We further extend heart-
felt gratitude to our keynote 
speaker, the honorable Advo-
cate Tshililo Michael Masutha 
(MP), Minister of Justice and 
Correctional Services, who 
promises to further advocate 
for the rights of blind people,” 
he said.

Dr Rowland said the book 
launched by the library made 
history as it was launched in 
braille, audio and electronic 
format simultaneously. “As a 

member myself, having joined 
when I was 8, I can speak on 
behalf of fellow blind people 
and say the Library has been 
active in making true the fol-
lowing words by Helen Keller, 
who said that the wonder of 
Braille is to touch words and 
to be touched back by them.”

Bele Netshineni, who has 
been a member of the library 
since 2014, says the library 
has had a huge positive impact 
on her life.

“I was not born blind. I was 
a teacher for 22 years prior to 
becoming blind five years ago. 
I suddenly felt stuck. I felt my 
life was over as I could no 
longer carry on with my life as 
per the norm. 

I soon realised I needed to 
redesign my life. The Library 
has gone above my expecta-
tions in that it is currently 
assisting me with my studies. 
I am studying towards my 
Masters, which I thought was 
a dream that would probably 
never come true for me,” said 

Netshineni.
“I am very grateful for the 

library staff who have been 
patient with me before I re-
learned how to use a com-
puter, for example. I never 
for a second thought I could 
be normal again. Due to the 
hard work the Library has put 
into making access to infor-
mation an ease for me, I can 
now grow to bigger heights. 
May the library continue mak-
ing other lives as meaningful 
as they have made mine,” she 
said.

Audio narrators, transcrib-
ers, copy typists and proof-
readers who volunteer their 
time at the Library were hon-
ored at the gala dinner. “With-
out the volunteers we would 
not have over 42 365 audio 
titles (8 473 unique titles) 
and 26 164 Braille titles (4 
314 unique titles). It is truly 
an honour to work with the 
team of people who assist us 
to service our members,” said 
Hendrikz.

Dr William Rowland, the Chair of the SALB Board handing over a copy of the book to the honorable 
Adv Tshililo Michael Masutha (MP), Minister of Justice and Correctional Services. Photo: Supplied

The Observatory Museum to re-open soon!

Before After

By LINDA DYANI
Finally, after a long period of 
closure due to renovations, 
the Observatory Museum is 
set to re-open again. The res-
toration project focused on a 
complete restoration of the 
building in its entirety includ-
ing the roof, fencing, floors 
and walls. 

The exterior paint has 
been changed to the origi-
nal colours (buttercream and 
green), the ablution facilities 
have been renovated and a 
wheel chair ramp fitted in the 
paraplegic ablution facility.

This has been a successful 
project and has been com-
pleted. The Museum will be 
reopened to the public again 
before the Arts Festival this 
year.

Albany Museum wishes to 
extend a word of gratitude 

to the Provincial Department 
of Sports, Recreation, Arts 
and Culture (DSRAC) for the 
funding of a total sum of R2 
884 141.73 which made the 
restoration project possible, 
and to the Department of 
Public Works for managing 
the renovations. 

Keys have been handed 
back to the Albany Museum 
and the mammoth task of 
putting back the items has 
started. 

The whole team of Exhibi-
tions, Communications, Tech-
nical Services, Conservator 
and the Curator are now roll-
ing up their sleeves to ensure 
that all items are put back 
in time and in perfect condi-
tion for the re-opening of the 
building which is set to take 
place in June.

The Observatory Museum 

which accommodates the 
only Victorian camera ob-
scura in the Southern Hemi-
sphere was originally a shop 
and home to the watchmaker 
and jeweller, Henry Galpin, 
who lived in Grahamstown 
between 1850 and 1886. The 
rooms are filled with antique 
furniture, bric-a-brac and var-
ious scientific surprises. There 
is also a fascinating meridian 
room on the top floor where 
Galpin worked out Grahams-
town time, resetting the clock 
in the turret each day. 

This Museum is extremely 
popular with tourists and has 
become the icon of Graham-
stown.

 
• Rev Linda Snam-Dyani 

works in the Communications 
and Marketing Department of 

Albany Museum

ISIXHOSA SIYAVUTHA
DUMISA MPUPHA

Under the auspices of the NRF SARCHI chair in 
The Intellectualisation of African Languages, 

Multilingualism & Education.

Ngumntwana wenu mawethu.
The imbongi is complaining about the lack of support among the 
people. He can’t see kindness, love and peace. He encouraging 
people to bring back what is lost, that is to look at each other as 
brothers and sisters.

Konakele phi nto zakowethu?
Kwaphelela phi na? kwaphelela phi na?
besikade sibambisana ngoxolo nothando
Sisakhana ngentlonipho nobubele
kodwa ngoku siyaphalazana

Sisithi umntu ngumntu ngabantu
buyaphi ubuntu bethu?
Siphathisana ngembeko sisithi hlonipha
uyihlo nonyoko ukuze uphile ubomi obude
Kodwa namhlanje siwele iinduli
sacanda namathafa sawela into zasemzini

Sasizibiza ngamaRharhabe, amaGcaleka,
amaMfengu kunye nabaThembu

kodwa sonke siphuma kwiNkosi uXhosa
Masambeni nto zobawo sibuyeleni
ekhaya kwaXhosa
ukuze  kuphile iiNkosi neNkosazana zikaXhosa
Kuphile iikumkani nekumkanikazi zikaPhalo
masambeni sibuyeleni ekhaya eMbo

Ngu: Chumani Gocini  uBhejula isiduko

Lobengula Museum launches in Fingo Village
STAFF REPORTER
The Mayor and other distinguished 
guests were entertained with dance and 
music from Future Stars at the launch 
of the Princess Zila Lobengula Museum 
in Fingo VIllage recently. According to 
founder and owner Sizwe Mda, the Mu-
seum is intended to help the township 
acquire information and literature writ-
ten in indigenous languages.

“The Museum would not only attract 
locals to its premises but tourists as well 
in this poor and neglected neighbour-
hood,” Mda said. “Tourism in Makhan-
da had previously sidelined the tangible 
heritage that is abundant in Fingo Vil-
lage.”

Mda said the Museum forms part of 
the envisaged development plan of a 
Cultural Village, that is meant to pro-
mote tourism in the township. It was 
hoped that the cultural village would at-
tract scholars and tourists from all over 
the world.

“The Princess Zila Lobengula Muse-
um is open for artists who want to have 
an exhibition in order to raise funds for 
the Princess Zila Lobengula Cultural Vil-
lage,” Mda said. “Any person who wants 
to assist the organisation to fundraise or 
is interested on investing in this distin-
guished venture is welcomed.”

Above: Future Stars entertained the guests who 
atttended the launch of the Princess Zila Lobengula 

Museum in Fingo Village (right).



My Garden

1 Cromwell Street, Grahamstown
Tel: 046 622 6069

FOR ALL YOUR GARDEN REQUIREMENTS
Trees •Pots •Compost/potting soil •Shrubs

Water features •Seedlings •Garden Ornaments 
Fertilizers •Garden Furniture •Tea Gardenunnyside 

Garden Centre
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Lukhanyo Maqoki started planting in 2018. Without much money to buy 
food, Maqoki plants vegetables to feed himself.  He also believes that 
vegetables are a major source of food that is needed everyday. He takes 
what is in the garden and mixes it with other food in order to make up his 
meals. Maqoki saves water in two-litre bottles for the days that there is no 
water for his garden.
He has planted spinach, beetroot, green paper, onions, and peas. Maqoki 
would be grateful for seeds to continue planting. 

– Text and photo: Lindani Donyeli

More	modest
game	auction
By STEVEN LANG

Gone are the heady days 
of 2016 and 2017 when 
sales at game auctions 

were burgeoning all over the 
country and the annual events 
at Kwandwe topped R56 and 
R61 million respectively. This 
year a far more sedate affair 
netted a relatively meagre 
R22 641 000.

The 2019 Wildswinkel 
game auction, hosted by 
Kwandwe, took place on Sat-
urday in a more modest sized 
marquee than previous years, 
but there were still plenty of 
high-end bakkies and SUVs 
filling the parking field. The 
obvious belt-tightening did 
not however dampen the fes-
tive atmosphere and the row-
dy bidding.

There were 73 lots of game 
on offer at the live auction – 
25 lots were buffaloes, a sin-
gle family of giraffes – and 

almost all of the rest were an-
telopes including: oryx (gems-
bok), springbok, mountain 
reedbuck, bushbuck, roan, 
steenbok, eland, sable, nyala, 
kudu, waterbuck, and impala 
(including black impala). No-
tably absent were the rhinos 
that usually compete with buf-
faloes for top bids.

On a positive note, sales did 
increase in the timed auction, 
held only for the second time 
this year. Bidders increased 
the online sales from R2 463 
600 in 2018 to R2 923 950 
this year, but the big-ticket 
animals were sold at the live 
auction.

Buffaloes, the only indi-
vidual animals going for seven 
figures each, once again domi-
nated sales with horn size and 
genetics determining the final 
bid. The really astronomical 
prices tended to go for buffalo 
cows that had either just given 

birth to, or were about to give 
birth to, calves sired by bulls 
with enormous horns.

A top price of R4 000 000 
was bid for a buffalo named 
Anien with her calf sired by 
Mkhulu. A buffalo cow called 
Samara and carrying a calf 
sired by Zeus went for R2 050 
000.

The only other individual 
animals that were sold for 
more than R100 000 were a 
few sables, roan antelopes 
and a single black impala with 
long horns that fetched R105 
000.

In previous years, the 
Kwandwe management had 
shown a video at the start of 
the auction to set the mood. 
This year the Victoria Girls’ 
High School choir began pro-
ceedings with choirmaster 
Sibu Mkhize singing and di-
recting the girls in a range of 
rousing songs.

Bid callers stand out in front of the crowd and shout out when a bidder has increased his or her bid. 
This helps the auctioneer who cannot see all parts of the audience in the large marquee. The shouts 
also charge the atmosphere and make sure the adrenaline keeps pumping. Photo: Steven Lang

ISIXHOSA SIYAVUTHA
DUMISA MPUPHA

Under the auspices of the NRF SARCHI chair in 
The Intellectualisation of African Languages, 

Multilingualism & Education.

The poem is just about unbearable smells people experience in 
every street due to the heat waves from the sun. Umphutha is not 
a comfortable word to translate. Kwanga thina bahlali singakhe 
sikhathalele iindawo esihlala kuzo, sitshise inkukuma kungen-
jalo siyigrumbele kwakunye nezilwanyana zaze khaya xa ziye 
zafa. How can we celebrate human rights in these conditions?

Ezweni lokuzalwa kwethu
Kungumvimbo ukusoloko usendleleni
Ukuhlala endlwini kuyingxotha
Ukuba lundwendwe kuzintloni
Nokutya kommelwane akusa thembakali
Kuba ivumba elinyekenyeke liya chekra
 
Kusuke kwathi nkxwee kwizitalato zethu
Livumba elingxolayo
Elikwenza unge uza kuwa isiduli
Kunqongophele imvula yona
Oko sesikuxolele kungaphaya kwethu
 
Ivumba kumantloko endlela
Livumba lomphutha likhatshwa ziimpukane
Usothuswe lelo vumba
Emantloko kuvakala elenja efileyo
Sakutsho ke kuba singazi
 
Izigcini mphutha ziyankcenkceza
Kuyimisi nezaqhwithi zomoya
ziphephethekisa iitoti namaphepha
 
Sesifane sithi kuya lunga
Kuba nali ithontsi lemvula
Kunzima nokubulisa uKwindla
 
Kusekhona kodwa ithemba kuwe Makhanda?

 
NguDumisa Mpupha

Lukhanyo Mqoki in his garden

Notice is hereby given that the following documentation was tabled to Council for 
adoption on Thursday 28 March 2019.
The aforementioned documents are now open for public comment and inspection: 
• Municipal Draft Budget 
• Draft Integrated Development Plan (IDP)

Copies of these documents can be attained from the following offices: 
• Finance Department, Corporate Services and the libraries 
• Municipal Website:www.makana.gov.za

Written comments can be submitted to the Municipal manager on or before 8 May 2019. 

NB: After the tabling of the adjusted budget on the 28 February 2019, Service  
Delivery & Budget Implementation Plan was adjusted, this document is also available 
for your information. 

Comments to: 
The Municipal Manager (2019-20 Documentation)
86 High Street, Grahamstown or fax to 046 622 9700 or 
email: mmene@makana.gov.za

Comments received after the closing date will not be considered 
For more information please contact:
Budget  : Mr G. Goliath 0466036007/6130
IDP/ SDBIP : Mr M. Pasiya at 046 603 6116/ 6138/ 6180

MR.  M. MENE
MUNICIPAL MANAGER  

2019-2020 DRAFT BUDGET, DRAFT IDP 
AND ADJUSTED SDBIP DOCUMENTS 

OPEN FOR COMMENTS

STAFF REPORTER
Settlers Dam supplying west 
Makhanda (Grahamstown) 
is down to 7.7%. Water can 
only be pumped until the dam 
level reaches the 7.4% mark, 
which is anticipated to be by 
mid-April. This news comes 
as neighbouring Adelaide has 
less than a week’s supply.

James Kleynhans in Maka-
na is operating at full capacity 
plus 20% treating 10 Megali-
tres a day. Waainek is current-
ly only running at 50% due to 
the low water levels in Set-
tler’s Dam.

In Makana, the pump sta-
tion which will run water 
from the East to the West side 
of town will be ready by the 
end of the week. Intermittent 
water flow and supply will 
continue, as throttling is be-
ing done to ensure high-lying 
areas also receive enough wa-
ter.

Makana Municipality is de-
veloping a borehole strategy 
in light of all the boreholes 
been drilled since the previ-
ous water disaster plan.

* Additional source: Rhodes 
University Weekly Water 

Update

Water
throttling
goes 
ahead



SATUDAY 6 APRIL
RIEBEECK EAST MINI BAZAAR
11am at the Church Hall. Come and enjoy a family day out in the 
fabulous little village of Riebeeck East. The Mini Bazaar promises to 
have its legendary cakes, breads and meats on offer. Variety of Potjiekos 
dishes, Vetkoek, puddings and pancakes can be enjoyoffer a sit-down or 
take-away lunchtime meal. Plants, records and second-hand clothes will 
be on sale too.  Contact Jo Hoole on 083 501 8816 or Yolande Delport on 
074 613 1054.

THURSDAY 11 APRIL
U3A LECTURE
10am at the Grahamstown Bowling Club. Speaker : Paul Hjul Topic: 
Artificial Intelligence and the threat to the legal profession: “The first 
thing we do is kill all the lawyers”. All welcome Charge R5 Contact 
Malcolm Hacksley 046 636 1762

FRIDAY 12 APRIL
SHACKLES AND BONES CONCENTRATION HOLIDAY TOUR
From 9pm onwards at Slipstream Sports Bar. This will also feature Down 
Division. Tickets cost R20.

SATURDAY 13 APRIL
RECITAL - DAVID BESTER AND JF VILJOEN
6.30pm at the Beethoven Room, RU Music Dept. David and JF will 
present Grahamstown audiences with an exciting programme of 
Romantic favourites. The recital will be David Bester’s chamber music 
debut performance in Grahamstown. This recital also forms part of JF 
Viljoen’s PhD (Music) components. Entrance is free.

THE REUNION
From 8pm onwards at 37 on New. Black Box Sound is a movement 
which highlights the freedom to express yourself in anyway you see 
fit. The most important aspect is the experience, for many graduates 
this will be the last time they’ll be able to share some close memories 
with their friends. We suggest that you come very thirsty as we’ll have 
some amazing drink specials! Join us for a social celebration with some 
talented local artists. Tickets cost R20.

TUESDAY 16 APRIL
BUCKFEVER UNDERGROUND LAASTE DAE-TOER
7pm at the Provost Cafe. Make advance reservations at 
shimri@theprovostcafe.co.za

FRIDAY 19 APRIL
MOUNT ZION 2019 PILGRIMAGE
9.30am. Route: It will start at St Peter Claver Catholic Church in Raglan 
Road and walk to Mount Zion, Makana’s Kop. The walk will begin at 
10:00. Please wear comfortable clothes and shoes for hiking, bring a hat 
and bottled water to drink on the way. Contact: Sizwe 073 664 9849 or 
063 188 8082. Email: czoemda61@gmail.com 

TUESDAY 23 APRIL
GUY BUTTERY TOUR
6pm at the Fountain Foyer in the Monument. Guy Buttery returns home 
for his first nationwide solo tour of SouthAfrica in over four years. The 
Intramural Encounters Tour includes stops in every major city in SA, 
including Makhanda, covering a distance ofover 5000km’s with a run of 
15 concerts lined up around the country.R100 general / R70 concession 
Contact: Kate – kate@nationalartsfestival.co.za / 046 603 1103.

2019 ANNUAL SHAKESPEARE BIRTHDAY LECTURE
7.30pm at Eden Grove Blue. Dr Rohan Quince will deliver a talk 
entitled: “I speak of Africa and golden joys:” Shakespeare on our Stages 
Refreshments will be served after the lecture. Entry by Donation.
Society subscriptions will also be payable (R60)
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Bridge Results
Grahamstown Bridge Club   Monday Pairs 01 April 2019 
4 Table 21 Board Howell Movement 

Pair Names 
1     Maureen van Hille & Ernie van Hille     69.05% 
2=  Dave Gain & Margaret Banks                  57.94% 
2=  Val Buchner & Jenny Haswell                 57.94% 
4     Jenny Kroon & Frank Kroon                    55.56% 
5     Shirley Shaw & Merle Murray                 50.79% 
6     Pair 3                                                                 41.27% 
7     Pair 7                                                                 36.51% 
8     Pair 4                                                                 30.95%

1
  A N 2

T I 3
P A 4

T H 5
Y

6
M U 7

S I 8
C

M A O A E A E H
9

I N S U L I N 10
 A R T I S T E

S T I N R O E
11
 S K I 12

  C H I L L F 13
  A C T O R

N E E O T H L
14
  A R G O S Y 15

  A N E C D O T E

T T 16
  D G H S

17
  T A 18

  P W A T E R 19
  H A R 20

 A S S

E E T C 21
  M E C 20

22
  M O N T E C A S I N O 23

 A G 24
 O

P D D N L D N
25
   T W I N 26

  K L E 27
C H O L E R A

E N I N E G M I
28
  D I G I T 29

  T E D D Y B E A R

Crossword Solution for last week JDE 176

Compiled by  George Euvrard

Across
1 Live primarily austerely and shrug off big squeezes (4,4)
5 Appropriate and almost complete, but irregular (6)
10 Home carbon monoxide good trip into unknown (9)
11 Principle of X - energy + temperature (5)
12 A new cloak for myself? Let it be so (4)
13 Small adolescent supports fish (9)
15 Back-mountains and vlei surrounds reserved for musical 
festival (7,3)
17 Leap about, let the peal out, turn pale, quietly hand out 
ale - just get the lawsuit! (4)
19 When in outskirts of Elliot, orient (4)
20 A good relative unfortunately dies to exaggerate (10)
22 Quips abound after mother had book flop (4,5)
24 Eye bounce of pitch (4)
26 “Never again! No, never again …!” starts granny (5)
27 Unsure, I’d sent back craft first which had passed through 
(9)
28 Lackeys are males on the tails of lively female bosses (3-3)
29 Signs for far targets (8)

Down
1 Degree in computer use is an attraction (4)
2 Account has congratulations about quiet deeds (15)
3 Enormity of circling sun - geesh! (8)
4 Rings around beams (5)
6 Engrossed in snare coming up on time (6)
7 She undertakes to play Lear unorthodoxly and is 
supported by manager (7,8)
8 Dreamer gets fortune to employ at any rate (5-5)
9 Prophet gives warning on heartless tailor (8)
14 Edge a lawyer to destroy party at beginning of year (10)
16 Young ‘un disappears with pains from dairy products (8)
18 Nam’s clue about America (5,3)
21 Even seasick monkey gets bunk (6)
23 Write inside, ‘Lamb halaal’ (5)
25 No-frills CODESA produced some creative works (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14 15

16

17 18 19 20

21 20

22 23 24

25 26 27

28 29

JDE
The Original South African

CRYPTIC 
CROSSWORD

JDE 177

For more information 
contact Sheila Hicks 083 442 3322 .

63 High Street
046 622 3241

Great Big G’town Week
community@grocotts.co.za

For church 
Notices 

and weekly 
events turn 
to page 14

Mondays
GRAHAMSTOWN BRIDGE
1.30pm or 6.30pm (alternate 
weeks) at Grahamstown Bowling 
Club. Duplicate Bridge. Contact 
Sheila Hicks 083 442 3322 .

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING
7.30pm at Trinity Presbyterian 
Church. Learn Scottish Country 
Dancing in a friendly social setting. 
Beginners welcome. Contact Jennifer 
Williams 
084 589 7149

Tuesdays
SENIORS BRIDGE AND TEA 
2pm at Christ Church Speke Street. 
Come and boost your weekly bridge. 
Join our 10 to 20 cheerful, friendly 
players. Cost R10 per person per 
week. Contact Maureen 046 622 
5215.

Thursdays
GRAHAMSTOWN BRIDGE CLUB
1.30pm at Grahamstown Bowling 
Club. Duplicate Bridge. Contact 
Sheila Hicks 083 442 3322 .

63 High Street
046 622 3241

Grahamstown
Weekly What’s On

See more events on our online calendar at 
http://www.grocotts.co.za/grocotts-mail-diary/
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Distell playwright 
winner announced

STAFF REPORTER
Poet and theatre practitioner, 
Koleka Putuma was recently 
named the winner of the Dis-
tell National Playwright Com-
petition. Putuma wins R25 
000 in prize money as well 
as the opportunity to take her 
winning play No Easter For 
Queers into full production to 
be staged as part of the main 
programme at the National 
Arts Festival in Makhanda, 
from 27 June to 7 July.

By joining forces, the Na-
tional Arts Festival and Dis-
tell, and their various stake-
holders made it their mission 
to celebrate rising storytell-
ers. The Distell National 
Playwright Competition is an 
opportunity for debut play-
wrights to showcase their 
work at the main stage of the 
lauded National Arts Festival 
in Makhanda.

This year, the competition 
received a record-breaking 
number of entries – with an 
abundant 164 powerful sto-
ries that promote inclusivity 
and diversity. All 11 official 
languages were represented – 
allowing narratives to be told 
with the kind of authenticity 
that only a mother tongue al-
lows.

The Playwright Evening, 
where the winner of the Dis-
tell National Playwright Com-
petition was announced, was 
hosted by Simoné Benjamin, 
who led the panel discussion 
with competition judge Ma-
lika Ndlovo, Nobesuthu Rayi 
from the National Arts Festi-
val and finalists Bongumusa 
Mnisi, Morapeleng Molekoa, 
Koleka Putuma and Kelly-Eve 
Koopman.

Guests were treated to 
poetry by Kirsten Deane – a 
skilled orator who improvises 
stanzas on a whim.

When it comes down to it, 

with all its bells and whistles, 
a full-scale production is most 
often produced in solitude. 
Writers nurture and craft con-
tent before it comes to life. 
The power of a narrative is 
born out of silence and a com-
position of thoughts. Judging 
a competition of this nature 
can be likened to casting a 
wide net. 

It isn’t as simple as or as 
quantifiable as numbers, and 
the winning play was deter-
mined through lengthy dis-
cussions and debates. We live 
in a time where the stories we 
tell have a lot to answer to. 
Who is this made for and who 
are you telling this story to?

The 2019 Distell National 
Playwright Competition win-
ner is the award-winning 
poet and theatre practitioner, 
Koleka Putuma who took the 
South African literary scene 
by storm with her debut col-
lection of poems, called Col-
lective Amnesia, in April 
2017. Among all the words of 
celebration and elation, Arts 
and Culture Minister Nathi 
Mthethwa took to Twitter to 
congratulate the award-win-
ning creative.

On winning the award, Pu-
tuma says, “I am thrilled to 
have the opportunity to share 
this work on such a huge plat-
form, and to be backed by 
Distell and the National Arts 
Festival means a great deal. 
I have never showcased my 
own work at the National Arts 
Festival, let alone on the main 
stage. 

“So the idea of that makes 
me want scream. I am nervous 
and excited at the same. This 
story is important to me, and I 
feel incredibly privileged that 
the adjudication panel felt 
that it was important to share 
this story with others and to 
give it life beyond the page.”
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SETTLER CITY TOYOTA
69 Beaufort Street, P O Box 325, Grahamstown, 

Tel: (046) 622 2328 / 622 2031 / 622 7017, Fax: (046) 622 8200  

TANYA ROSSOUW  - SALES MANAGER  
071 158 0461

ASHLEY LANGSON - 082 865 4219
RODNEY WANCKEL - AUTOMARK MANAGER

081 492 5474
AYANDA YOLANI - 073 648 0716

Please visit our New and/or Pre-owned Showroom at 69 Beaufort Street, 
Grahamstown and come and meet our friendly Sales team to view or test  drive 
any of our range of vehicles. Also feel free to contact us on any of the numbers 

below. If you can’t come to us - we come to you!

DEMOS - PASSENGER AND COMMERCIAL VEHICLES
Please do not hesitate to contact us should you be interested in 
an Automark Toyota Demo Model. Passenger or Commercial

PRE-APPROVED PASSENGER AND COMMERCIAL VEHICLES
2019  TOYOTA Hilux XC 2.8 4X2   R 455 990.00
2019  TOYOTAHILUX 2.8GD 6 4X4 S/C RAIDER A/T  R 469 990.00
2018  YARIS 1.5 Sport      R 249 990.00
2017  TOYOTA Hilux SC 2.8GD-6    R 349 990.00
2017  CHEVROLET Spark 1.2 5 Door   R   99 990.00
2017  TOYOTA  ETIOS 1.5Xs H/B    R 149 990.00
2016  TOYOTA Rav4 2.2 DIESEL AWD    R 359 990.00
2016  TOYOTA Etios Cross 1.5 Xs HB    R 159 990.00
2015  TOYOTA AURIS 1.6 XR     R 199 990.00
2015  ISUZU KB 300 D-TEQ LX P/U S/C   R 259 990.00
2014  TOYOTA Hilux SC 2.5 D-4D 4X4 SRX   R 259 990.00
2014  TOYOTA Hilux SC 2.5 D-4D    R 169 990.00
2014  VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.4 COMFORTLINE 5DR  R 159 990.00
2013  HONDA  CRV 2.4 ELEGANCE A/T   R 215 990.00
2013  HYUNDAI iX35 2.0 GL/PREMIUM   R 179 990.00
2013  TOYOTA  Rav4 2.0  2WD    R 209 990.00
2012  TOYOTA Hilux 3.0D-4D RB DC A/T   R 259 990.00
2012  TOYOTA  Rav4 2.0  AWD    R 179 990.00
2010  TOYOTA Fortuner 3.0D-4D 4x4    R 219 990.00

Guy	Buttery	in	concert
STAFF REPORTER

Kicking off 2019 with con-
certs throughout the US 
and Brazil, multi-award 

winning artist Guy Buttery re-
turns home for his first nation-
wide solo tour of South Africa 
in over four years. 

The Intramural Encounters 
Tour includes stops in every 
major city in SA, including 
Makhanda (Grahamstown), 
covering a distance of over 
5000km with a run of 15 
concerts lined up around the 
country.

Following last year’s success-
ful performance in Makhanda, 
Guy will play in the Fountain 
Foyer at the Monument on the 
evening of Tuesday 23 April. 
Tickets are R100 for adults 
with concession tickets for stu-
dent, pensioners and children 
at R70. Bookings can be made 
online at www.tickethut.co.za 
or by calling 046 603 1163.

Buttery has propelled his 
career far beyond the borders 
of his beloved South Africa. As 
an internationally recognized 
musician, this multi-instru-
mentalist enjoys invitations to 
play sell-out performances all 
over the globe. The USA, UK, 
Australia, France, Brazil, and 
Italy have all welcomed him 
back year after year. However, 

to brand Buttery as one of 
South Africa’s musical phe-
noms would be an injustice. 
He has grown into so much 
more. His international role 
has surpassed merely playing 
shows to foreign audiences. 

It has evolved into one as 
an ambassador of South Af-
rican music, inspiring people 
across the world with our 
homegrown style at the very 
heart of his talent and tenac-
ity. Buttery is our musical ad-
vocate for everything positive 
and beautiful about the place 
we call home.

Last year Buttery received 
the highest accolade for a mu-
sician in South Africa and was 
awarded the Standard Bank 
Young Artist Award. In almost 
four decades of honouring 
artists throughout the country, 
this was the first time since 

its inception that the award 
was presented to a musician 
outside of the classical music 
realm. 

Buttery’s debut album in 
2002, “When I Grow Up...” 
was nominated for ‘Best In-
strumental’ and ‘Best New-
comer’ at the South African 
Music Awards (SAMA’s) mak-
ing him the youngest nominee 
in the history of the event. 

He then went on to win a 
SAMA in 2010, for his album 
“Fox Hill Lane” and again in 
2014, for his first live concert 
recording, “Live in KwaZulu”. 
He has also received other ma-
jor National accolades includ-
ing the The Ovation Award in 
2010, 2012 and again 2014 
for his performances at the 
National Arts Festival. 

Buttery has then invited to 
perform his works with the 

52-piece KZN Philharmonic 
Orchestra, as well as with the 
Eastern Cape Philharmonic 
and had his solo performances 
voted the “Top Live Show” by 
The Cape Times. The media 
cited him “as one of South Af-
rica’s finest exponents of the 
acoustic guitar”.

Expect high dynamics, 
ethereal fingerpicking, deli-
cate African inflections and 
mind-bending guitar playing 
of an entirely new order from 
Guy Buttery.

 
info@guybuttery.co.za  /  
www.guybuttery.co.za  /  

www.facebook.com/
guybutterymusic

 
More information: 

kate@nationalartsfestival.co.za 
046 603 1103

Standard Bank Young Artist winner Guy Buttery will perform in Makhanda (Grahamstown) on 23 
April. Photo: Jacki Bruniquel

Battle for the car 
park continues
STAFF REPORTER
Recent commentary on the 
proposed Automotive Code of 
Conduct has seen the car park 
getting spliced into in-warran-
ty and out-of-warranty cars, 
those that can be serviced ver-
sus those that can’t and who 
should be allowed to service 
which vehicles.

Representatives of dealer-
ships are leading the public to 
believe that only around 20% 
of the entire car park in South 
Africa consists of in-warranty 
vehicles and it’s this small 
portion that the Code is ad-
dressing. “That is incorrect,” 
says Gunther Schmitz, Chair-
man of Right to Repair South 
Africa (R2RSA). “The code is 
addressing 100% of vehicles, 
in- and out-of-warranty, not 
just vehicles under warranty. 
The section in the Code about 
not voiding the warranty 
when a vehicle is serviced 
by an independent repairer 
makes up less than 20% of the 
Code.”

“Given that our public 

transport is not well devel-
oped in South Africa, consum-
ers need affordable repairs. 
Right now, many people can’t 
afford repairs because of the 
cost. Resulting in more un-
roadworthy vehicles on our 
roads. It is a fact that greater 
competition drops prices. We 
need this to happen in our 
country,” says Schmitz.

Schmitz says we need the 
Code to bring about change 
because consumers should 
have the right to choose what 
happens with their vehicles 
and the industry needs to be 
sustained. 

“What we do now will di-
rectly affect the sustainability 
of the SME portion of this sec-
tor as well as new empower-
ment businesses opening their 
doors in the years to come,” 
he says.

“All vehicles need to be ser-
viced and no entity should be 
denying consumers their right 
to have their car serviced at 
a workshop of their choice,” 
Schmitz concludes.

What we do now will directly affect the 
sustainability of the SME portion of this sector 

as well as new empowerment businesses 
opening their doors in the years to come.
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1. PERSONAL

Classifieds 1. Personal  2. Announcements  3. Sales & Services  4. Employment  5. Accommodation 6. Property 7. Motoring  8. Legals  

HABANA XOLISWA 
BEAUTY uhlala kwa 47 
Matthews Street, Alicedale 
ungcwatywa ngoMgqibelo 
umhla we 6 April 2019.
DILI ZANDISILE ALFRED 
uhlala kwa 2454 Tobi 
Street, Kenton-on-Sea 
ungcwatywa ngoMgqibelo 
umhla we 6 April 2019.

Funerals arranged by  
Siyakubonga 

Funeral Services. 
6 Cobden Street 

Grahamstown 
Tel: 087 357 7047

Please go and 
our facebook page, all 

notices available on every 
week.

Siyakubonga
Funeral
Services

Funeral

Notices

2. ANNOUNCEMENT

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS, 
PROTEA GROUP. Drinking 
problem – get help from us! 
Meetings 7.30pm, Monday 
night at the Princess Alice Girl 
Guide Hall, African Street, opp 
BP Garage. 

www.grocotts.co.za

3. SALES & SERVICES

Furniture
2ND HAND HOUSE. High 
Street. Buyers & Sellers. 
Quality furniture, antiques, 
removals. Contact: 
073 470 6105

Pets
FAIRBAIRN 
KENNELS

& CATTERY
Cell:   082 552 3829 
Tel   : 046 622 3527

For Well Cared-for, 
Happy Pets

5 April 2019

4. EMPLOYMENT

Home Maintenance
MARIUS BARNARD 
PLUMBING& RENOVATIONS
Cell: 0794630872
24 Hours Service
Email: mbholdings01@gmail.
com

Services Offered

DIGS TO DIGS REMOVALS
Furniture Removals
( local & national), 
Deliveries & Daily Refuse 
Collections. Call /
 WhatsApp: 081 436 9750

Miscellaneous Wanted
Cars and Bakkies wanted
in any condition. Old
Models are welcome too 
Please contact Himat on :
082 722 6183

Transport

GRAHAMSTOWN
TREEFELLING & GARDEN 
REFUSE REMOVAL
Loads or bags. 7 days a week. 
Call Marius at 079 157 3401

Employment Offered

www.grocotts.co.za

LIONEL BLAAUW GRASS  
CUTTING BUSINESS. Contact  
082 523 8277

All Death 

notices of 20 words 

or less placed 

FREE of charge 

in our classified 

section.

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINE: 
Wednesday 

@ 4pm

Memorial Service

MEMORIAL SERVICE:
JOHN MCNEILL

A memorial service to cel-
ebrate John's life will be held 

at the Rhodes Chapel on 
Saturday 6 April 2019 at 

10h00.

THANDIWE GLADYS 
NYENGANE
Uhlala kwa 14 S 
Street Grahamstown, 
ungcwatywa 
ngoMgqibelo umhla we 
06 April 2019. Funeral will 
be conducted at Tantyi 
Hall Grahamstown.

BULELANI SANGOSHE
Uhlala kwa 242 C Joza 
Location Grahamstown, 
ungcwatywa 
ngoMgqibelo umhla we 
06 April 2019. Funeral will 
be Conducted at  Twelve 
Apostles’ Church In Christ 
Grahamstown.

SONWABO BASHE
Uhlala kwa 72 Newtown 
Extension Fingo 
Village Grahamstown, 
ungcwatywa 
ngomgqibelo umhla we 
06 April 2019. Funeral 
will be conducted at 
72 Newtown Extension 
Grahamstown.

Liya kwandula ke lenzeke 
ilizwi elibhaliweyo 
kwathiwa:Ukufa kuginywe 
ngonaphakade.1 Kor 
15 verse 54{b}.Sithi 
thuthuzelekani

FUNERAL SERVICE
ARRANGED BY
TITI FUNERALS
083 511 2193
046 622 9739

HOËRSKOOL 
P.J. OLIVIER

POSVLAK 1: Gr 8-12

AFRIKAANS HUISTAAL
• Permanente BL-posisie
•  Familie skool
• Mededingende salaris 
• Koshuis inwoning

Sluitingsdatum: 
12 April 2019

E-pos of faks volledige 
aansoeke aan: 

jcretief@hspjolivier.co.za
Faks: 046 622 3474; 

Tel: 082 829 8409

LW: Die Beheerliggaam 
hou hom die reg toe om 

nie ‘n aanstelling te maak 
nie en indien u nie teen 01 

Mei iets gehoor het nie, kan 
u aanvaar dat u aansoek 

onsuksesvol was.

MOTOR TECHNICIAN

Franchise Dealer in Port 
Alfred requires a fully 
qualified Motor Technician.

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS:
- Motor Mechanic trade 
certificate
- Drivers Licence
- Computer Literate
- Franchise experience 
would be an advantage

Remuneration negotiable 
relevant to experience.

Interested applicants to 
send CV’s to: 

Noleen@kowietoyota.co.za

8. LEGAL

ESTATE LATE
In the Estate of the late JAN 
ANDRIES DU PREEZ FOX 
(No. 4092/2017), Identity 
Number 470623 5026 083, 
a major male of 2 Main 
Street, Alicedale who died at 
Alicedale on 10 May 2016.

In terms of Section 35(5) of 
Act No 66 of 1965 notice is 
hereby given that copies of 
the First and Final Liquidation 
and Distribution Account in 
the abovementioned Estate 
are lying open for inspection 
of all persons interested 
therein for a period of twenty-
one (21) days from the date 
of publication hereof, at the 
offices of the Magistrate 
Grahamstown and the Master 
of the High Court, Port 
Elizabeth

PIETER WILLEM BOUWER
Agent for Executor

Unit 5 ABSA Building
Main Street

Humansdorp
PO Box 1239

Humansdorp
6300

Tel 042 291 0256
Fax 042 291 1188

Email: pieter@pwbouwer.co.za
Ref M00030

Employment Wanted
I AM a 36 year old lady looking 
for a job as a cleaner. Full time 
or part time. Vuyiswa 083 368 
1058

Win for
SA rhinos

How many years in jail?
Accused number 2, Forget Ndlovu, was sentenced to 450 
years imprisonment for 45 counts in nine incidents.
Jabulani Ndlovu and Sibusiso Ndlovu were sentenced to 
an additional 42 years each for an additional five counts in 
another incident. Their 50 counts bring their total sentence 
to 492 years.

Judge Pickering ordered that all the 15-year sentences for 
counts of theft would run concurrently. All the other sen-
tences would run concurrently with the 10-years imprison-
ment for count 2 (the National Environmental Management, 
Biodiversity Act).

This means all three men have been ordered to serve a 
25-year prison term.

From Page 3
“Nine years in the process 

and the sentence issued today 
sends out a very powerful mes-
sage to the public that we do 
take rhino poaching very se-
riously in this country. Some-
times the wheels of justice 
turn very slowly, but we are 
extremely pleased with this 
sentence.

“Our thoughts go out to 
all the rhino that are not part 
of this conviction today. We 
know there are many,” he told 
Grocott’s Mail in an interview 
soon after sentencing.

“It’s significant that there’s 
not been a single rhino that’s 
been darted [in a poaching in-
cident]since their arrest. That 
speaks volumes for the impact 
that this gang has made on 
the deaths of our rhino in this 
country.”

The gang’s modus operandi 
featured the use of a dart gun 
and tranqullisers.

Judge Pickering, in explain-
ing the severity of the sen-
tence, said over the three years 
in which the 10 incidents had 
occurred, the men had had 
plenty of time to reflect on 
their actions and stop.

“Despite all of them being 
self supporting, they did not 
do so,” Judge Pickering said. 
“They were clearly motivated 
by greed and financial gain.”

Pickering viewed it as par-
ticularly aggravating that 
Forget was a qualified field 
guide. He had participated in 
committing the offences, while 
professing to love wildlife, the 
Judge said.

In a section of a judgment 
whose wording matched the 
weight of the killings, the only 
light relief was in determin-
ing the length of the sentence. 
Judge Pickering noted that the 
aggregate penalty for all the 
counts the Ndlovus were con-
victed on was more than 400 
years. Quoting from another 
judgment, he described it as 
a Methuselah sentence and 
said, “As a matter of interest, 
Methuselah’s biblical age was 
969 years.”

It was this that Price seized 
on in appealing the sentence, 
calling it cruel and unusual 
and accusing Judge Pickering 
of employing the “sledgeham-
mer” approach.

“A human being was not 
killed; a young girl was not 
raped,” Price said in his ap-
peal. “These rhinos are pre-
cious and magnificent, but 
they are animals, not human 
beings.”

Price held that it had been 
incorrect for the men to be 
charged with theft. He said 
the only charges should have 
been in terms of Section 57(1) 
of NEMBA – the National Envi-
ronmental Management: Bio-
diversity Act and effectively ar-
gued that the other four counts 
in each incident were the tools 
of trade for the poachers.

Each incident carried five 
counts – which was how the 
men ended up being convicted 
on 50 counts each (Forget on 
45). These were theft or mali-
cious injury to property; NEM-
BA (committing a restricted 
activity involving a protected 
species without a permit); Sec-
tion 29 of the Cape Ordinance 
on Nature and Environmental 
Conservation (illegal hunting 
of wild animal by means of a 
device injecting intoxicating 
or narcotic agent); contraven-
ing the Medicines and related 
Substances Act; and contra-
vening Section 90 of the Fire-
arms Control Act (unlawful 
possession of ammunition).

“They should only have been 
charged with NEMBA,” Price 
said. The dart guns and tran-
quilliser had been the means 
for the poachers to carry out 
their crime, and so should 
not have comprised separate 
charges, Price held. He argued 
removal of the horns fell under 
NEMBA and should not have 
been constituted as a separate 
theft charge.

Pickering dismissed the ap-
plication for leave to appeal 
the conviction and sentence.

Dayimani said it was a great 
day for the environmental 
conservation sector, especially 
after all the political support 
they had received from Tour-
ism and Economic Develop-
ment MEC Oscar Mabuyane.

“The sentence was retribu-
tive and a deterrent,” Day-
imani said. “For all those men 
and women in green, for all 
the communities surround the 
reserves – this is a protected 
area. This is a massive victory 
for all of us.”

www.grocotts.co.za
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By CHRIS TOTOBELA

On Saturday 30 March, 
gathered spectators at 
JD Dlepu Stadium saw 

the kick-off of the Makana LFA 
first division. The day started 
with some under 17 league 
matches, before the main 
matches of the day kicked 
off. In the first game Sophia 
Stars U17 demolished XI At-
tackers by six goals to nil and 
Jacaranda defeated Young 
Neighbours by the same score 
while Golden brothers and 
Makana Pillars drew 2-2.

In the first game of the first 
division, New Year’s Cup win-
ners Grahamstown United 
and Fingo United played a 
goalless draw. Six South Af-
rican Infantry (6 SAI) Army 
Base defeated Golden broth-
ers by 8-1. Rhodes University 
beat Mighty chiefs by 3-1.

After their continued disa-
greements with the Makana 
LFA members and Sakhu-
lutsha, Sakhulutsha did not 
honour their fixture against 
Young Neighbours. Makana 
LFA’s Akhona Heshu has told 
Grocott’s Mail that there will 
be a meeting on 7 April with 
Sakhulutsha officials and 
their representatives, Makana 
LFA executive and Safa Sarah 
Baartman officials where the 
Sakhulutsha case will be on 
top of their agenda.

In the main game of the day, 
local side City Pirates hosted 
Golden Chiefs from Alexan-
dria in their SAB encounter. 
The game started with both 
teams weighing each other 
and the local side did not take 
long to stamp their author-
ity in the game. It was not a 
surprise to see the home side 
taking the lead after a well 
taken free kick just outside 
the visitors’ box by Siphosethu 
Kondile.

The Golden Chiefs players 

seemed to be shaken by the 
goal they conceded and strug-
gled to put their feet on the 
ball, hardly managing to put 
three to four passes together. 
The lack of communication 
between the goalkeeper and 
his defender led to a second 
goal by Sibusiso Mabena 
who got between them and 
just steered the ball past the 
keeper.

The visitors made some 
changes and started looking 
more like a team. Chiefs tried 
to build from the back and got 
caught in possession by Man-
dilakhe Ntsendwana who took 
a long range shot that left the 
keeper for dead and increased 
the home side’s lead to three 
goals. Pirates went to the half-
time break leading by 3-0.

The visitors started the sec-
ond half like a house on fire 
and soon reduced the deficit 
when one of their strikers out 
sprinted Pirates’ defence and 
blasted the ball past the keep-
er. Chiefs threw everything to 
Pirates and kept their defend-
ers busy until they conceeded 
another goal after a good 
cross from the left wing found 
an unmarked Chiefs’ striker 
who made no mistake and 
tapped the ball home from 
close range.

The game came to life and 
the fans’ cheers got even 
louder as both teams were 
now dishing out good foot-
ball. Pirates started a good 
move from the middle of the 
park which was finished off 
by Mandilakhe Ntsendwana 
with a cracker just outside the 
penalty area and the keeper 
just watched as the ball flew 
over his head and rattled the 
net. The referee blew the final 
whistle soon after, with Pirates 
walking away with maximum 
points as they beat Chiefs by 
4-2 in a thrilling match.

By KATHRYN CLEARY
Tuesday 26 March saw over 20 
children from Home of Joy en-
joy a Fun Day at the Fairewood 
Nature Reserve in Makhanda 
(Grahamstown). The Fun Day 
was organised by LIV Lukhany-
iso Grahamstown. 

Lukhanyiso partnered with 
Home of Joy and Karoo Catch 
to provide an exciting after-
noon of outdoor games and 
activities for the children. 

Mama Margaret Ngcangca 

has been running Home of 
Joy for 24 years, and provides 
love and care for orphaned and 
vulnerable children of all ages. 
Home is Joy is fully supported 
by the community. Ngcangca 
said that Lukhanyiso often do-
nated clothing and supplies for 
the children, as well as volun-
teered their time to play. The 
children were ear to ear in 
smiles and laughter at Faire-
wood, and competed against 
eachother during relay and 

bean bag races as well as other 
games. For lunch, Karoo Catch, 
a Graaff Reinet based commu-
nity business, graciously donat-
ed fish wors for the children, 
a sausage-like product made 
from fish. Ken Light, Manag-
ing Director of Karoo Catch, 
said the business was pleased 
to participate in fun day.

“We are a profit for purpose 
business focusing on employ-
ment, grass roots ownership 
and food security. Home of 

Joy’s ethos and values fit with 
Karoo Catch’s, so sponsoring 
the event was a natural fit for 
us,” he said.

“Our food is filled with ome-
ga oils, exactly what young de-
veloping brains need. We were 
grateful for the opportunity,” 
said Light.

The fun day was a success, 
and the partnership between 
LIV Lukhanyiso, Home of Joy 
and Karoo Catch will continue 
to grow.

By STEPHEN KISBEY-GREEN
Easter weekend of 2019 will 
see Jeffreys Bay host the first 
ever South African Beach Net-
ball Tournament, from 19-20 
April. Beach netball combines 
the sport of netball with the 
fun and family atmosphere of 
the beach in an exciting and 
entertaining sport that has 
taken off across the globe.

The Sarah Baartman Dis-

trict will host this South Af-
rican first, with Jeffrey’s Bay 
being seen as the ideal place 
for such a tournament to take 
place. Anina Vlok, Chairper-
son of the Sarah Baartman 
Netball Association, is excited 
to introduce beach netball to 
the country. “Netball will be 
taken to new heights when 
beach netball is introduced to 
the nation with yearly tourna-

ments in JBay,” said Vlok.
“The mecca of surfing will 

now be remembered for its 
yearly beach netball tourna-
ments. Players and teams 
from all over South Africa will 
be invited to participate,” said 
Vlok. “It’s netball, but not as 
we know it.”

The tournament will con-
sist of four categories; includ-
ing the Senior Ladies, Senior 

Mixed, Junior Mixed and Jun-
ior Girls categories. Each cat-
egory will have a number of 
prizes on offer for teams, with 
the Senior teams all playing 
for R5 000 as well as a trophy 
and medals, while the Junior 
teams will play for R3 000, 
a trophy and medals. Prizes 
and medals will also be given 
to second and third placed 
teams.

LFA	action
thrills
Dlepu	crowd

All smiles, one of the boys from Home of Joy looks balanced in the beanbag race as part of the Fun Day hosted by LIV Lukhanyiso. Photo: 
Stephen Kisbey-Green

Fun day for Home of Joy children

Support for Sophia Stars achievers
By LINDANI DONYELI
On Saturday 29 March, local 
football club, the Sophia Stars 
Football Club, which is based 
in Extension Seven, hosted its 
annual prize giving. The club, 
which started in 2011 as a way 
to get the youth off the streets 
and playing soccer, has grown 
into a place where youngsters 
can grow and learn football.

Lindisiwe Swartbooi, a 
member of Sophia Stars, stat-

ed that in order to get the chil-
dren involved in the club, they 
have to give them the tools 
that they need and want, over 
and above simply providing 
them with soccer skills. This 
is why, in 2014 they set up an 
opportunity for the youth to 
study, by getting involved with 
Rhodes University students. 
On a weekly basis, students 
from Rhodes come and as-
sist the Sophia kids with their 

studies. They also take part in 
the events and activities that 
happen on national and public 
holidays, such as Mandela Day.

Pick n Pay Manager, Nico 
Olivier, was also present to 
give his support support and 
he spoke words of encourage-
ment to the youth and par-
ents of the club. He promised 
to continue to support the  
Sophia Stars for future  
seasons.

The prize giving saw the 
club give awards to the boys 
starting from under 11, under 
13 and under 15. Chairman of 
the club Lindisipho Swartbooi 
thanked the following people 
for their contribution to the 
Club: Pick n Pay, ABM, Albany 
Jewellery and Grahamstown 
Pharmacy. In between the cer-
emony there was Makhanda 
Marimba Band to entertain 
the parents and the youth.

Jessica Smailes, a student at Diocesan School for Girls 
(DSG), recently took part in the South African Biathlon 
Championships on 29 and 30 March, where she was selected 
into the Eastern Province (EP) Biathlon A Team. 
Photo: Supplied

Jeffreys Bay to host first Beach Netball 
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Parkrun #236
On Saturday 30 March 171 people took part in the 236th 
edition of the Makhanda (Grahamstown) Parkrun. Out of 
these runners, the following were among the fastest:
1. Samora Mzalazala - 21:33 (M) 
2. Unknown - information not provided 
3. Siviwe Moyake - 24:15 (M) 

4. Thobela Sambane - 24:17 (M) 
5. Unknown - information not provided 
6. Unknown - information not provided 
7. Cole Youthed - 26:05 (M) 
8. Unknown - information not provided 
9. Andrew Jelley - 26:12 (M) 
10. Nkgodi Obed - 26:50 (M) 

KNOW THE SCORE

Taryn-Maie Wille will once again represent South Africa at the U23 ITU World Championships for Cross-Triathlon, this time in Spain 
at the end of April. Most comfortable on the bike, Wille hopes that her mountain bike training in Stellenbosch will see her with an 
advantage over her competition. Photo: Robyn Oosthuysen. Copyrighted Robs Oosthuysen Images

Wille	for	third	ITU	worlds
By STEPHEN KISBEY-GREEN

Taryn-Maie Wille, an old-
Kingswoodian currently 
studying in Stellenbosch 

University, will once again 
showcase her talent on the 
world stage in the Elite Cross-
Triathlon World Champion-
ships in Spain at the end of 
April. While the ITU Champi-
onships will take place in Pon-
tevreda, Spain, from 26 April 
to 4 May, Wille’s event, the 
Elite Cross-Triathlon, will take 
place on Tuesday 30 April.

In her third year studying a 
BSc in Conservation Ecology, 
Wille will be looking to take 
home the gold in the U23 cat-
egory, as she did in Canada 
two years ago. 

In 2018, Wille took part 
in her second consecutive 
Worlds competition, this time 
finishing fourth after a stum-
ble on the bike saw her miss-
ing the podium by the nearest 
of margins. This year, howev-

er, Wille is confident that she 
will be able to finish in the 
top three.

“I was very happy with 
fourth; I was happy just to 
have finished [after falling off 
the bike in 2018],” said Wille. 

“After I got back from Den-
mark last year I got a proper 
coach, his name is Conrad 
Salt, he used to be a pro tri-
athlete, so he is pretty up 
there and has helped me out 
a lot.”

Growing up in Makhanda 
(Grahamstown), Wille took 
part in a number of fitness 
activities including track 
and cross country running at 
school, mountain biking with 
her dad, and swimming at 
school. 

The combination of trail cy-
cling and running appealed to 
her the most, and she became 
more and more interested in 
the idea of Cross-Triathlons.

“I was always more into the 

mountain biking,” said Wille. 
“Then I discovered XTERRA, 
which is like a brand of off 
road triathlons, that have 
events all over the world. I did 
my first one in first year, and 
then I decided that ‘this is for 
me’.”

In preparation for her re-
turn to the World Champs, 
Wille has been training round 
the clock, with her coach pro-
viding her with a highly spe-
cific training schedules based 
on heart rate goals and race 
pace sessions.

“We don’t train fast pace all 
year round because otherwise 
you can end up getting injured 
or just over it,” Wille said.

Wille has also been taking 
part in various triathlon and 
other events as practice and 
training for the upcoming 
world champs. 

She had completed a 3,8km 
Ironman distance open-water 
swim earlier this year, and 

came fourth in the recent 
Grabouw XTERRA, which is 
the qualifying race for South 
Africans for Worlds, which 
she used as a training race.

Eventually Wille suggested 
that she would like to get 
more involved with the long-
er Ironman distances, how-
ever said that for now she is 
more interested in the faster-
paced, shorter distances. 

With that said, however, 
she would be very interested 
in taking part in the 2019 GBS 
Mutual Bank Mountain Drive 
Half Marathon in August.

Despite her major success 
on the international stage, 
Wille maintains committed to 
her academic career as well. 
After she finishes her under-
graduate degree, Wille has 
said that she would look to 
earn a scholarship to an over-
seas university, where they 
value highly the type of ath-
lete that she is.

It is back again, for the second year in a row, Makhanda’s (Grahamstown’s) premier 21km race will be sponsored by GBS Mutual 
Bank. The GBS Mutual Bank Mountain Drive Half Marathon, hosted by the Rotary Club of Grahamstown Sunset and in consultation 

with the Albany Saints and Sinners Multisport Club, will be taking place on Saturday 24 August, starting at Graeme College, and 
will go all the way to the top of Mountain Drive, before heading back onto Graeme’s first team field. Save the date and start your 

preparations to conquer the mountain.

Winner and still 
champion
By STEPHEN KISBEY-GREEN
After a tough fight against fi-
esta opposition, Makhanda’s 
(Grahamstown’s) local box-
ing champion came out of his 
South African Welterweight 
Championship defence on 
Sunday 31 March as the de-
served champion. Mziwoxolo 
Ndwayana successfully defend-
ed his SA Welterweight Cham-
pionship against Odwa Gaxa 
at a packed Uitenhage Indoor 
Sports Centre, with a knock out 
in the seventh round.

The fight was not an easy 
one for the champ, as he was 
not expecting Gaxa, who’s 
previous match on 29 April 
2018 ended in the second 
round with Gaxa winning via 
a Technical Knockout, to be a 
credible threat to his title. He 
found out in the third round, 
however, that Gaxa would 
not go down without a fight 
when the challenger caught 
the champ with a hard right 
hand that sent Ndwayana to 
the floor to a count of eight.

From there, however, the 
Champ took over proceedings, 
and won a number of rounds 
in succession before ulti-
mately claiming the victory in 
the seventh of their 12 round 
fight. It was the massive right 
hand of Ndwayana that put 
Gaxa down for the ten-count, 
and saw Ndwayana retain in 
his first title defence.

“The fight went very well, 
and I managed to control it,” 
said Ndwayana after his first 
successful title defence. “It 
was not that tough and I man-

aged to knock that guy out in 
round seven.”

The champ did admit that 
he was caught slightly off 
guard by the hit in the third 
round. “He just caught me 
with a left jab and I just fell 
down. I was shocked. I just 
told myself that ‘I’m going to 
get up and knock him out’.”

“When you get out and see 
the crowd shouting at you, 
you get that pressure,” he said. 
“I try to release that pressure, 
but it was too much because 
everyone said ‘no champ, you 
have to win this fight’, which 
put a lot of pressure on me.”

“Gaxa was fully prepared 
for that fight and he came into 
the fight wanting to win that 
belt, but I just had to tell my-
self that that belt is mine.”

Ndwanyana will be looking 
to fight at the newly formed 
Legend Boxing Federation 
(LBF), which is based in Port 
Elizabeth, where there is a 
possibility for him to fight an 
unknown German boxer for 
the vacant LBF title.

Ndwayana’s manager is also 
his very proud father, Bulelani 
Ndwayana, who was also a 
professional boxer boxing in 
the junior lightweight divi-
sion. “I encouraged my son 
to follow my footsteps to be 
a boxer, because I knew... he 
will be a champion. I am very 
proud,” said Ndwayana Snr. 
He also admitted that they 
are in desperate need of local 
sponsors to help the champ 
continue his rise to the top of 
the boxing world.

Mziwoxolo Ndwayana celebrated his victory on Sunday 31 
March with the boxers at the Six SAI Military Base, as they 
have helped him with providing accommodation, as well as 
other support throughout his career. Pictured: (Back) Lwandile 
Madikane (welterweight), Mziwoxolo Ndwayana, Lungelo Dube 
(middleweight); (middle) Thembelani Khwebulana, Sibusiso 
Ngubo, Sergeant Mcebisi Hoya (6 SAI Boxing trainer); (front) 
Bulelani Ndwayana (Mziwoxolo’s manager and dad), Thandisile 
Poltini (6SAI Boxing trainer and coach). Photo: Sue Maclennan

Army fighters go professional
Boxing trainer and coach at 6SAI Battalion Thandisile Poltini 
says there are currently 18 boxers training at 6SAI – three of 
whom recently joined the professional ranks.

Middleweight Lungelo Dube last week in New Brighton 
won only his second professional fight on points. He won his 
first professional fight in Port Alfred in 2018, knocking out his 
opponent in the second round.

Welterweight Lwandile Madikane and Thembelani 
Khwebulana have yet to secure their first fights.

Right now, Poltini is still glowing with pride. He was in 
Ndwayana’s corner when he defended his title last weekend, 
having recently been accredited as a professional coach. 



HIGHLIGHTS
Chippa United 
Chippa United booked their place 
in the Nedbank Cup Semi Finals 
on Saturday when they defeated 
Bidwest Wits 5-3 on penalties, after 
being level at 4-4 at full time. They 
will turn their attention back to 
the PSL on Saturday 6 April when 
they take on AmaZulu at the King 
Zwelithini Stadium. In Chippa’s last 
PSL match, they drew 1-1 against 
Highlands Park, and will be hoping to 
improve on their current 14th place 
on the PSL table. 
 
Pro14 
European rugby will return to South 
African shores this weekend, with 
both the Isuzu Southern Kings and 
Toyota Cheetahs playing host to 
their European counterparts. The 
Cheetahs will open the weekend 
on Saturday, taking on the Ospreys, 
from Wales, in Bloemfontein. The 
Kings will have to wait until Sunday 
before they can take the field at the 
Nelson Mandela University Madibaz 
Stadium, as they will take on the 
Dragons, also from Wales, in their 
round 19 clash. 
 
WSL 
Jordy Maree (Kalk Bay) posted the 
best result by a member of the South 
African contingent in the inaugural 
Senegal Pro presented by BKS when 
he placed third in the historic first 
World Surf League (WSL) Qualifying 
Series (QS) event to be staged in 
West Africa. A QS1,500 rated event 
for men and women, the Senegal 
Pro attracted nearly 70 international 
competitors with Timothee Bisso 
(FRA) and Nadia Erostarbe (EUK) 
claiming commanding victories in the 
finals against Aboubakar Bouaouda 
(MAR) and Emily Nishimoto (JPN) 
respectively in one metre waves at 
Surfer Paradise in Dakar. 
 
Deaf Rugby 
Some of the top deaf rugby players 
in South Africa will look to stamp 
their authority and play their way 
into contention for the SA Deaf 
Rugby national squad over the 
next week as they battle it out 
in the inaugural Stones Cup in 
Bloemfontein. The tournament, 
which features the Blue Bulls Deaf 
team, Western Province Thunder 
Deaf, SA Deaf Invitational XV and the 
Western Province Cyclones Deaf, will 
go head-to-head over four match 
days, which started on Saturday 30 
March, ending on Saturday 6 April. 
The team that finishes at the top 
of the log after their three matches 
will be crowned the Stones Cup 
champions.
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FRIDAY 5 APRIL 
HOCKEY 
St Andrew’s College: First team, Second 
team, U16 A, U16 B, U14 A, U14 B and U14 C 
vs Grey High School (SAC) 
 
Diocesan School for Girls at All Girls Festival 
 
NETBALL 
Diocesan School for Girls at All Girls Festival 
 
SQUASH 
Diocesan School for Girls at All Girls Festival 
 
TENNIS 
Diocesan School for Girls at All Girls Festival 
 
SATURDAY 6 APRIL 
HOCKEY 
St Andrew’s College: Third team, U16 C and 
U16 D vs Grey High School (SAC) 

Diocesan School for Girls: Second team, Third 
team, U16 A, U16 B, U16 C, U16 D, U16 E, U15 
C, U14 A, U14 B and U14 C vs Collegiate Girls’ 
High School - all fixtures at DSG 
 
NETBALL 
Diocesan School for Girls: Second team, 
Third team, Fourth team, U16 A, U16 B, U15 
A, U15 B, U14 A, U14 B, U14 C and U14 D vs 
Collegiate Girls’ High School - all fixtures at 
DSG 
 
RUGBY 
Graeme College: Senior Teams vs Gill College 
 
St Andrew’s College: First team, Second 
team, Third team, Fourth team, Fifth team, 
Sixth team, U16 A, U16 B, U16 C, U15 A, U15 
B, U15 C, U14 A, U14 B and U14 C vs Grey 
High School - All fixtures at St Andrew’s 
College. 

EPRU Super League: Grahamstown 
Brumbies vs Star of Hope (Uitenhage) at the 
Grahamstown Oval. 
 
Kingswood College: First team vs Kearsney 
College (KC) - 17:30 
 
SOCCER 
Makana LFA First and Premier division 
matches - At JD Dlepu Stadium 
 
SAB Regional League - Matches at JD Dlepu 
Stadium 
 
SUNDAY 7 APRIL 
SOCCER 
Makana LFA First and Premier division 
matches - At JD Dlepu Stadium

SPORTS DIARY

Paralympic Dressage rider, Tamsin “Tammy” Mbatsha Bouwer, demonstrates a dressage test on Spirit, at the Grahamstown Riding Club. 
Photo: Stephen Kisbey-Green

Healing through horses
By KATHRYN CLEARY

The Healing Horses Therapeutic 
Riding Centre, tucked along the 
coast in Kleinemonde at Three 

Sisters Horse Trails, offers much 
more to riders and horse lovers than 
meets the eye. At Healing Horses, 
loveable equines are the therapists, 
the volunteers like nursing sisters, 
and the riders are the patients. 

The Centre uses RDA (Riding De-
velops Abilities) therapy to heal and 
inspire differently-abled adults and 
children from the greater Port Alfred 
area. Working with an RDA coach; 
riding lessons work to improve riders’ 
fine motor skills, core strength, flex-

ibility, social skills and confidence.
On Saturday 30 March, Healing 

Horses hosted a fundraising event at 
the Grahamstown Riding Club to raise 
awareness about the Centre and high-
light the successes of RDA therapy. 
Healing Horses Founder, Jan Webb, 
and certified level 2 RDA coach, 
Sheena Ferguson, work alongside 
volunteers to provide riding lessons 
to eight clients, so far, at the Centre. 
Lessons are on Monday and Wednes-
day mornings and include interactive 
games and a trail ride on one of three 
trained RDA horses. 

Webb says the riding lessons have 
received positive feedback from both 

clients, volunteers and the commu-
nity. The Healing Horses team hopes 
to expand their services in the future, 
by providing more lessons per week to 
a wider array of clients. Plans are also 
in the works to improve the Centre’s 
facilities. Webb and her team encour-
aged community members to assist 
in anyway they can; from helping to 
build and renovate the riding arena, 
to volunteering with clients or horses.

One of the Centre’s many inspi-
rations comes from 20-year-old 
Paralympic Dressage rider, Tamsin 
“Tammy” Mbatsha Bouwer. In 2016, 
Bouwer was selected as a reserve rid-
er for the South African Paralympic 

Equestrian Team in Rio de Janeiro.
Despite being born with Cerebral 

Palsy, Bouwer learned to ride before 
she could walk and seems more at 
home on the back of a horse than 
on the ground, a feeling most riders 
can agree with (except falling off,  
another part of riding that Bouwer is 
very familiar with!).

Bouwer’s success as a rider is 
only one example of the many ways  
horses have helped to heal and in-
spire humans, and Healing Horses 
hopes to offer this gift to many more 
riders. For more information, readers 
can visit Healing Horses’ Facebook 
page.
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